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You stored your milk in a straining metal. 

You can't clap with one hand. 

(3 L**^ ^ 

You can use salt to prevent meat 
from rotting, but what will you use to 
prevent salt from rotting? 

/Jl/'l ^ ^ ^(7 

IXi^l ^ <^\7 

You can beat anyone if you have a 
golden slipper. 

(//(/yfy Ji f\ 

Whosoever eats bread without first 
washing his hands, it is as though he 
had sinned with a harlot. 

l}//. 

,7'1/bi/ 7 i / 

When water goes over your head, 
what difference if it's one fathom or a 


hundred fathoms. 

When the hen gets fat, she stops lying. 

When God gives. He doesn't ask 
whose son a person is. 

When an ant says 'ocean', she's 
talking about a puddle. 

i/si 

** ^ 

(37 (5 Ll/ 

What my heart desired didn't happen; 
what God wanted was really done. 
,(/7(/ (j9.>^(f2-i<(7i(7(J^9j^(fi— 

Vinegar that is free is sweeter than 
honey. 

, ^ b*7 L2^''9 j L 7 ^ ^ 

Unless God does it, what can a doctor do? 
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Unfortunates learn from their own 
mistakes, and the lucky ones learn 
from other's mistakes. 

Two watermelons can't be held in 
one hand. 

Too many butchers spoil the cow. 

There is a path to the top of even the 
highest mountain. 
y 

The world will not find rest by just 
saying "peace." 



The world lives on hope. 

i ^ ^ ^ 

The ungrateful son is a wart on his 
father's face; to leave it is a blemish; 
to cut it off is pain. 

biyf 


The skin fits closer than the shirt. 

The river won't get dirty just by the 
dog's bark. 

The potter drinks water from a 
broken jug. 



The man dying to hang himself can 
always find a noose. 

i *9 * 

i 

The land of marriage has this peculiarity: 
the strangers are desirous of inhabiting it, 
while its natural inhabitants would gladly 
be exiled. 

ilk 

The flower has no front or back. 

That which is obvious does not need 
to be explained. 
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Smart people get the point from a 
single hint. 

No deceit, no merchant. 

♦ ♦ 

May God not make one hand dependent 

on the other? 

U!l 

Salt preserves meat, but what can be 

done with salt if it is bad. 

/(^(^1/1/J/ 

^\7 

* * »♦ 

Look after your property, and you won't 
accuse your neighbor of being a thief. 

Poor iron won't make a sharp sword. 

Patience is bitter, but it has a sweet 

fruit. 

i i 

Learning makes some into Mullahs 

and some into devils. 

- ^ b* /4|^ - 

Only stretch your feet to the length of 
your blanket. 

• ♦ ♦ 

In the shop of the sightless jeweler, 
the ruby and pebble are one. 

One gives by tons, but takes accounts 
by ounces. 

In childhood you are playful, in youth 
you are lustful, and in old age you 
are feeble, so when will you before 
God be worshipful? 

6l7‘Ui c/^ 

. ♦ ^ 

^ y ** ♦ 

One flower doesn't bring spring. 

Not cheap without reason, nor dear 

without value. 

If you don't recognize God, at least 
know Him by His power. 


rf 
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He ran out from under a leaking roof 
and sat in the rain. 

Grumbling and carping are the muscles 
of the weak. 

Good perfume is known by its scent 
rather than by the perfumer's 
advertisement. 

God said, "Eat and drink," but He didn't 
say, "Gorge to the full." 

God isn't in need of our prayers. 

God has said, "Start moving so that I 
may start blessing/ 

J'jf' 

Go out from your village: don't let 
your village go out from you. 

Glory is fitting to God alone. 


Fear the person who doesn't fear God. 

Every rock strikes the feet of the poor. 

Every anguish passes except the 
anguish of hunger. 

Donated vinegar is sweeter than 
honey. 

, ^ 

Being clean is the half of faith. 

Ask the truth from a child. 

As long as there are fools in the 
world, no one will be penniless. 

After every darkness, is light. 

A wolf's pup will grow into a wolf 
even though it is raised among men. 

, ^ (5 (J V j 
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A wanton eye is the messenger 
of a lusting heart. 

A tree doesn't move unless there is 
wind. 

7jifi ;^\ fi ^ 


A stick forthe nobody, a hint for the 
nobleman. 



A sandal is not a shoe; a cap is not a 
turban. 



A real friend takes the hand of his 
friend in overwhelming worry and fire. 

‘ .* 1 /“ “ 
-UiO^yf 

A porcupine speaking to its baby 
says, "O my child of velvet." 

What is bred in the babe will come 
out in the flesh. 

A cheap thing doesn't lack defect, 
nor an expensive thing quality. 



A broken hand can work but a 
broken heart can't. 

A bird only flies as high as his wings 
take him. 

A river is made drop by drop. 

He saved his ears, but lost his head, 

.bl/ 

No rose is without thorns. 

Not even the five fingers of our 
hands are alike. 

One, who runs, will also fall. 

There is a way from heart to heart. 

Two are better than one, and three 
than two. 
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Though God is almighty, He doesn't 
send rain from a clear sky. 

j)\s 

You can't flee your lot nor share it 
with another. 

j\) 

What you see in yourself is what you 
see in the world. 

♦ • ♦ 

Wealth belongs to the person who 
enjoys it and not to the one who 
keeps it. 

To speak ill of anyone is to speak ill 
of yourself. 

The best weapon is the one that's to 
hand. 

The right answer to a fool is silence. 


The mud of one country is the 
medicine of another. 

L ' 

Storing milk in a sieve, you complain 
of bad luck? 

♦ 

Some men wonder over God's 
values, others over the cut of a 
garment. 

He who goes to the blacksmith's 
shop comes home with scorched 
clothes. 

On earth it's hard and heaven is far 
away. 

i i 

No one says his own buttermilk is sour. 

Man sins... then blames it on the devil. 

It is easier to wage war with wise 
enemies than be at peace with 
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foolish friends. 

• 

^ * X 

i 

Even the largest army is nothing 
without a good general. 

i/'4 J 

In bad things be slow; in good things 

be quick. 

Be patient with your enemies and 
forgiving of your friends. 

In an ant colony dew is a flood. 


As the sun's shadow shifts, so there 

is no permanence on earth. 

yiv (3-^-4 ^ y ^ 

If you deal in camels, make the doors 
high. 

,(jf f\ 

• ♦ 

An old friend is like a saddled horse. 

If a forest catches fire, both the dry 
and the wet will burn up. 


A river is not contaminated by having 
a dog drink from it. 

^ •• *» ** 

Heaven is dark and yet out of it 

streams Clearwater. 

, ^ C^. (3 Ll:? l:? U^(/(^ 9 U^f 

A palm tree growing in the shade will 
not bear ripe fruit. 

Every tree feels the force of the wind. 

Blood cannot be washed out with 

Every man thinks his own thoughts 

are best. 

blood. 

Bloom where you are planted.. 

♦ 

rf 
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Five fingers are brothers but not 
equals. 


Give graciously -- even an onion. 


The deaf laugh twice. 


The world is the traveler's inn. 
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Those who waste time only hurt 
themselves. 


Your previous lies will contradict 
your future truths. 


♦ 



Your mother is the bodyguard of your 
father. 







Your brother's pocket cannot keep 
your wealth. 


You will never know the importance 
of the buttocks, until they develop a 
boil. 


Your mind is like a parachute; it only 
works when it's open. 


Your food is supposed to be your 
medicine and your medicine is 
supposed to be your food. 


Your feet will take you away from 
home but your stomach will bring 
you back. 


^ LZI-*- 

** M * y ^ ^ ^ 


You shouldn't leave your own fire 
ablaze to go and put out your 
neighbors fire. 

You may be disappointed if you fail, 
but you are doomed if you don't try. 

v- * y 

yij y } Ji 

You may choose your friends but not 
your neighbors. 

-ctf 
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You may as well die fighting the 
enemy than live exploited and be 
persecuted by him. 

^ ^ J^\j.A .j i/ ) 

.J. 

You don't punish a fish by throwing it 
in water. 

(3 L/cK^f 


You do not verify from your mother 
the authenticity of what your 
grandmother has told you. 


You do not beat a drum with one finger. 




You can't walk before you can crawl.^ 

♦ * • 

You can't tell the color of somebody's 
cloth from his shadow. 

♦ 

You can't spread a net to catch a bird 
that is watching you. 


You can't inject new ideas in a man's 
head by cutting it off. 

You can't hide the smoke when the 
house is burning. 

/iX ^ }^i ] 


You can't become a teacher before 
your taught. 


You cannot work for food when there 
is no food for work. 


.£/ji 


You cannot stop planting cereals just 
because birds are going to feast on 
them. 

1/ i 


You cannot think you could teach a 
fish to swim. 




You cannot stop birds from flying 
over your head, but you can stop 
them nesting in your hair. 
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^ jif}\ JL/ J\ 


You cannot send a goat to rescue a 
lamb from a loin's attack. 




You cannot hide your nakedness 
from your bath bucket. . 


You cannot lock up science in one 
head. 




You cannot handle fire with your 
hands. 



You cannot hear a baby cry in the 
mother's womb. 


,2^1^ ijfj jhi 


You cannot dance without music 
though you can sing instrumentally 
without dancing. 


You cannot amputate your genitals 
for being impotent. 

• ♦ 

You can teach other people how to 
learn other languages but you can't 
teach them how to govern 
themselves. 

^ dt P (i y d ^ ^ 

.d.f 4 -h 


You can take a goat to the river, but 
you can't make it drink the water. 


You can share the same bed but you 
can't share the same dream. 



You can never sow rice and expect 
to harvest maize. 


You can live without a friend but 
never without a neighbor. 



c. 




You cannot beat a child to take away 
its tears. 


You can kill a man's identity on earth 
but you cannot kill his spirit. 
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, ^ V L*(j^(5 


You can hide wine in a gourd but not 
in the belly. 

,ijj 


You can beat a fool half to death but you 
can't beat the foolishness out of him. 




You are not born a leader, you 
become one. 



You always pick the fruits of what 
you plant. 




You always learn a lot more when 
you lose than when you win. 


Worry is like a rocking chair it swings 
you back and forth and it takes you 
nowhere. 



,( 3 ^ 


Words are like bullets; if they escape, 
you can't catch them again. 


^2^U^^Au^"lsAi) 


Words are like arrows throw them only 
when you know where they will fall. 

Without impalas and hyenas, the lion 



With time an egg will walk. 

♦ 


With much knowledge there is much 
sorrow, with much wisdom there is 
much weeping. 




With a little seed of imagination you 
can grow a field of hope. 


Wise sayings are men. 


Wisdom outweighs strength. 
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Wisdom is like a good skin bag every 

man carries his own. 

( - 

Where there is a frog, the snake is 
not far away. 

Where the rain falls there is no 

Wine is the drunkard's blanket. ^ 

hunger. 

Wine is not for the wrenched. 

Where God boils his yam that is exactly 

where the devil roasts his fish. 

i 

Why take away something by force 
which you can obtain by love. 

Where comes a great man he doesn't 

come alone. 

Whoever stands in need of honey 

should not be afraid of bees. 

, b**f b**f 

^ cjji/ ^ ^ 

When you're undressed then you're 
ready for anything. 

fi y {JL 

Whether the egg crashes on the 

coconut or the coconut crashes on 

the egg, it is the egg that suffers. 

JniS^ 

When your opponents are your friends 
there must be problems ahead.. 

^ ♦ 

When your neighbor is wrong you 
point a finger, but when you are 
wrong you hi^de. 
cJ^ 

• ♦ 

Where you won't feast from, you 

sense it sooner than later. 

i/L^I 

Jyi 


rf 
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When your friend gives your wife an 
expensive present, it's time to get 
suspicious. 

{ 

i ♦ •* 

When the threads unite, they can tie 

the lion. 

When you give a friend a goat, you 
have to let go of the leash. 

When the shadow of a tree is bent, 

straighten the tree, not the shadow. 

JLAJjALX fi\ci>A 

When the rain falls, it falls on both 

the freeborn and the slaves. 

When you cry for rain, you cry for 

mud too. 

When the mother monkey leaves her 
baby to fall, one must not blame the 

dried branch. 

^ IjA ^ 

When you are rich, you are hated; 
when you are poor, you are despised. 

^ 

When weeds invade the land, it 

means the owner is absent. 

When the head of a snake is cut off, 
the rest of his body is an ordinary rope. 

When the eye sees you then youVe 
bound to go for duty. 

yjl jt 1 ^ 

When water stays for long it stinks. 

^ 

When two ageing good friends fight, 
it's because of an old grouch. 

When the cockroach decides to 

make the cock its friend it must be 

ready to end up in the cock's stomach. 

rf 
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When the cock cries, the heart of a 
debtor skips a bit. 

When the bells are in water, they 
can't make any sound. 

When the big drum is sounded, the 
small drums keep silence. 

When problems visit a man, it arrives 
with its own bed and table. 

When one hand is injured the other 
nurses it, when both hands are injured 
they nurse each other. 

o'hi] JL L^ipyi: (/ j L-/ 
- (J! 

When one finger is swollen, it affects 
the others. 


When all the water has gone, only 
the largest stones will remain on the 
riverbed. 

When a tortoise embarks on a 
journey he doesn't ask for directions, 
because he does not want his 
enemies to know where he's going. 

When a slippery ground lies ahead; do 
not laugh at those who have fallen. 

When a rat swims with a frog, it dies 
of cold. 

y'V yi 

When a rat mocks a cat then you 
know there is a hole nearby. 

When a mother has twins, she must 
sleep on her back. 

Zl v/(i V 1) 9.>y iL- Jb J 

,^( 3 ^ 








Page 19 of 310 


When a naked person promises you 
cloth, beware. 


When a man says yes, his personal 
god says yes also. 

When a man raises his voice at home, 
know that he has started lowering it 
elsewhere. 

When a man cheats on you once, 
shame on him, when he cheats on 
you twice, shame on you. 

ij'^\ 

When a lion cannot find the flesh to 
feed on, it has no choice but to eat 
the grass. 

When a king has good counselors, 
his reign is peaceful. 


When a four-year child is still crawling 
instead of walking, it is time to cry out. 

yi[j 

When a dog cannot bite, it has a 
bone in its mouth. 

, ^ (3(i ^ Zl- c/f i' I?^ 

When a cricket is quiet, it is diggjng. 

fiij 

When a coward sees a man he can 
beat, he becomes hungry for a fight. 

i 

When a cock invites a cockroach for 
a birthday party, he has prepared 
dinner for himself. 

6 A 1 // 

When a child is asleep, a mother's 
attention is on the child's stomach. 

When a chick ignores its mother's 
warning, the eagle grasps it for a meal. 
^L**y;u (Jj jU iSj 

/ •* ♦ 
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When a cat wants to eat its own kitten, 

it accuses them of smelling like rats. 

i 

t! 

i * 

What is past is gone, what is hoped 
for is absent, for you is the hour in 
which you are. 

*$ h 

What the eye has seen, the heart 
never forgets. 

i 

What the elders see while sitting, the 
young ones standing on their toes 

won't see. 

Until the snake is dead do not drop 

the stick. 

Until the rotten tooth is pulled out 
cautiously, the mouth will not have rest. 

We rest our legs, but never our 

mouths. 

if' 

Until the old moon disappears 
completely, the new moon cannot come. 

Wars are created by people too old 
to fight for those^too young to die. 

True love means what's mine is yours. 

War is a bad chisel with which to 

curve out tomorrow. 

Truth and morning become light with 

time. 

What comes from the lips reaches 
the ears, what comes from the heart 

reaches the heart. 

Truth is like fire it cannot be hidden 

under dry leaves. 

rf 








Page 21 of 310 



Tortoises only make progress when 
they stick their necks out. 

Truth cannot be hidden forever 

beneath evil. 

* ♦ ♦ 

Too much happiness brings tears in 

our eyes. 

^ ** 

Truth is the first victim of war. 

, ^ b*^ < V^ C/* 

Two rams cannot drink from the 

same bucket at the same time; they 

will lock horns. 

There are no short cuts to the top of 
a palm tree. 

There are many colorful flowers on 
the path of life, but the prettiest have 
the sharpest thorns. 

-(j; 

United we are a rock, divided we are 

sand. 

Troubles are like babies: the more 

they are nursed, the better they grow. 

(?((3^ j4* ^ 

The world does not make promises 
to anybody. 

if'i/' b'*-’ 

The word "yes" brings trouble; the 

word "no" leads to no evil. 

Travel makes one a stranger. 

* 

Tough times don't last, tough people do. 

The womb is not a boat, it cannot 

carry as much as a boat. 

rf 

1 1 
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The wise create proverbs for fools to 
learn, not to repeat. 

The unborn baby that fears criticism 
will never be born. 

The two hardest things in life to 
handle are success and failure. 

The tooth is a fool because it smiles 
to whom it even dislikes. 

if- 

{ 

The way a cat walks is not the way it 
catches a rat. 

(Jl 

The wealth of the greedy ultimately 
goes to the community. 

The weed that grows by the river 
bank will not suffer the effect of 
draught. 


The white ant is small but it creates 
the great anthill. 

, ^ (3 bri >. CK?'. 9>* ^ 64 J 

The thread follows the needle. 



The strongest person among men is 
not he who fights everyone but is he 
who controls is anger. 

S3 A s3lj^ ijfj 

i/ Jif-j) X 

The strongest man on earth is he 
who stands alone. 

The strength of the wolf is in the 
pack, the strength of the pack is in 
the wolf. 

The strength of a man can't be 
determined by its size. 

The soul would have no rainbow if 
the eyes didn't have tears. 
,6'^C/’^C//l/ )iA03AiJyi^3Ai iAj3^ I /i 
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J 

The same sun that melts the wax 
hardens the clay. 

, /(S'/^y‘ 

The secret of success is to start from 
scratch. 

The shortest distance between two 
people is a smile. 

The roughness of a cotton tree is not 
known until you get close to it. 

The river does not move straight 
because it is alone. 

The road to success is always under 
construction. 

The rich have no heart, the lake never 
floats a pin. 

The power of a leopard resides in its 
claws. 

1 


i ***f 

The queen ant feeds on its own ants. 

» * 

The person you know during daytime 
should also be recognizable during 
night time. 

/(JjI 

The person who guards himself will 
not be destroyed. 

The path is made by walking. 

i • - f 

The one who went to the in-laws got 
trapped in a thorn tree. 

—^)vii cJi k^i ii 
, ^ b* ^ L/-^ ^.5 

The noise produced by frogs in the 
well can't stop an elephant from 
drinking. 

The naked truth is always better than 
the best-dressed lie. 
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Poverty without debt is real wealth. 


Repetition is the mother of knowledge. 


Noise and hunting don't go together. 

JL\- 10 Jiup 


Heaven and earth shall never meet. 


Before you buy shoes, measure your 

feet. 


Death is always news. 


If it's a big man that is hurting you, 

smile at him. 


If the moon is with you, you need not 

care about the stars. 


It is not work that kills, but worry. 

rf 
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Who avoids temptation avoids sin. 

i ' i • 

The absent has always got a justi¬ 
fication. 

Promise little but do much. 



You can't take a second drink unless 
you have taken a first. 

When the fox preaches, beware of 
your geese. 

.'if 

To spoil a child is to maim it a bit. 

The garment of peace never fades. 


Sweep before your own door before 
you sweep before others. 

You cannot squeeze blood out of a 
stone. 

When I think of the others' misfor - 
tunes, I forget mine. 

Jv^ ^ 0 ?^ (5 

Speak kind words and you will hear 
kind answers. 

Three friends: an old wife, an old 
dog, and ready money. 

The devil can quote Scripture to his 
own advantage. 
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She who is a beauty is half married. 

i i 

ifvi 

You can't see the sun when you're 
crying. 

One eyewitness could be better than 
ten hearsays. 

When the eagle is dead, the crows 
pick out his eyes. 

Wisdom doesn't always speak in 

Greek and Latin. 

To see beauty you must have beauty 
in your soul. 

There are more ways than one to 

kill a cat. 

The future belongs to those who 

The outward forms the inward man 

reveal-we guess the pulp before we 
cut the peel. 

They die well that live well. 

The more you eat, the more you want. 

— — 

prepare for it. 

♦* '' i 

Reason succeeds where force fails. 

, ^ V ^ U l^'j ^ (3 ^ l^'b li’J 

Sweep around your own doorstep 

first. 

Trust in God but lock your car. 

You cannot hunt with a tied dog. 

♦ 

There is nothing better than a good 
woman and nothing worse than a 

bad one. 

Where law ends, tyranny begins. 

rf 
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P* 




There is no education like adversity. 





The heart has eyes that the brain 
knows nothing of. 

When the candles are all out, all 
women are fair. 

One evil breeds another. 


The higher they fly, the harder they fall. 


That which comes from the heart is 
always sincere. 

i * i 

You can't lose what you haven't got. 

♦ ♦ 

To plough a straight furrow, never 
look back. 

The fruit doesn't fall far from the 
tree. 






Peace wins over wealth. 

, ^ b* ^ j ( 

The tougher the fight, the sweeter 
the triumph.. 

-tu- 

The dog that minds not your whistle 
is good for nothing. 

One tree can make a million matches, 
and one match can destroy a 
million trees. 

i 

Though the fox wear silk, he is still a 
fox. 

The devil always tends to his own 
business. 

, ^ 1^ y IJ'^ ^ (ii^ 

i * 

Send a fool to the market, and a fool 
he'll return. 
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Why buy the cow when you can get 

the milk for free? 

Success is a ladder that cannot be 

climbed with your hands in your 
pockets. 

When a girl whistles, the angels cry. 

To one who understands, few words 

are needed. 

i '' * i 

Pay your debts or lose your friends. 

^ a/i ) '^\ 

To be a public man is slavery. 

i 

You can shut the door on a thief, but 

you can do nothing about a liar. 

ML>? A 

.£/u^4 

The distant fields look greener. 

When one door shuts, another opens. 

X a] y 

The farmer feeds them all. 

The fool wanders; the wise man 

When death knocks at your door, 
you must answer. 

-t i ♦ •? 

To be successful in love, one must 
know how to begin and when to 

stop. 

— If 

travels. 

Success never needs an excuse. 

One should eat to live, not live to eat. 
ij^‘ ^ l.jJ' ^ iAj 

Patience wears out stones. 

\ 

rf 
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You can run into debt, but you have 
to crawl out. 



When a man is down, everyone runs 
over him. 


To be proud of knowledge is to be 
blind with light. 

t/A 


The tail can't shake the dog. 


Weak men wait for opportunities, 
strong men make them. 




The only sure thing about luck is 
that it's sure to change. 

(j? l/(^ ^ 


Your thoughts go no farther than 
your vocabulary. 


The best fishing is in the deepest 
waters. 



When you were born, you cried and 

the world rejoiced. 

** * 

The happiest place in the world to 
live is within one's income. 

(5>*; (XI-^ ^ ^ 

i 

When the apple gets ripe, it's likely 
to fall. 

The first attempt is the most difficult. 



The crow wanted to mimic the 
pigeon's walk and forgot his own. 

You can drive sixty miles a minute, 
but there is no future in it. 


Religion is the best armor in the 
world, but the worst cloak. 
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True bravery is without witness. 


The hand which gives is better 
than the one which receives. 


Poverty with security is better than 
plenty in the midst of fear and 
uncertainty. 


When the ale is in, wit is out. 

Success has many fathers, but 
failure is an orphan. 

Our greatest deeds we do unknowingly. 

You can lead a horse to water, but 
you can't make it drink. 

v • ^ . 


The wise and the fool have their 
fellows. 

• • 

You can go home when you can go 
nowhere else. 

Too much force breeds suspicion. 

There is delight in danger and 
danger in delight. 


The sleeping fox catches no chickens. 

iS /(345 )*J6j^6y 

The disgrace of the city is the fault 
of the citizens. 

6uiyA-(f 

One rotten apple can spoil a lot of 
good ones. 


The great man is he who does not 
lose his child's heart. 

Take all you want, but eat all you take, 
^fyr (jf 1/^1/ 9jc^ ‘ijl si 

-d4 


You can't fly with one wing. 
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♦ 

To err is human; to keep it up is folly.^ 

i * i 

Your ignorance is your worst enemy. 

,4_t/ 

The greatest art is the art of life. 

One man's folly is another man's 

fortune. 

i 

Women are like books: too much 

gilding makes men suspicious that 
the binding is the most important 

part. 

The face is the index of the mind, 

Saying and doing are two different 

but appearances are deceitful. 

things. 



Strive though you fail. 

Old foxes are not easily caught. 


J if 

What's the good of a fair apple if it 

Your first accident may be your last. 

has a worm in its heart? 





Who is great in faith won't be small 

in failure. 

Time and tide wait for no man. 

h 

Two eyes can see better than one. 

The dictionary is the only place 

where success comes before work. 

-diif 


The face is a mask; look behind it. 


rf 
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The bigger the tree, the harder she 

falls. 

h i 

Debt is the worst kind of poverty. 

A little doubt saves many a mistake. 

Roots of evil bear bitter fruits. 

Men fear death as children do going 

in the dark. 

Danger begets caution. 

A good doctor treats both the 
patient and the disease. 
.4_L-/5/iKKtjy«i/ / /- 

Two clocks don't run alike; two men 

don't think alike. 

l>f ijUb) a 

The longest day will come to an end. 

, ^ C^j l^'^j Jl/ 

The golden rule of life is, make a 
beginning. 

The road to the head lies through 

the heart. 

Jr vIvl:? / J r' 

A smile is worth a thousand words. 

yr^l -^iJ^ 

No friend is like an old friend. 

Ambition is like hunting for whales - 

One man with courage is a majority. 

ilCi 

Beauty and folly are old companions. 

sometimes you lose them. 

JIj -(i 

♦ 

Don't put gold buttons on a torn coat. 

A physician is also a man who pours 
special drugs into lots of bodies he 


rf 
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J 

rarely loves. 

dj (J^ I'i^l ^ ^ ciUnf- /i> 

i ♦ I i ^ 

Never let your education interfere 
with your intelligence. 

(J^l 

Laws too gentle are seldom obeyed; 
too severe, seldom executed. 

Fish and visitors smell after three 
days. 

Eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow 
your wife may come home. 

*$ i 

Discouragement is the devil's most 
valuable tool. 

Common sense is very uncommon 
with a lot of people. 


Better buy than borrow. 


It costs something to be a Christian, 
but it costs more to be a sinner. 

i ^ 

Hope is a good breakfast, but a poor 
supper. 

Good folks are scarce. 

Fear no man, and do justice to all 
men. 

Destiny leads the willing but drags 
the unwilling. 


Beauty is no longer amiable than 
while virtue adorns it. 





A man is known by his friends. 

, ^ b* L b ^ j .5 ((J l7 ( 
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Keep your eyes wide open before 
marriage, half shut afterwards. 

M ijj 

.Jf Jij (// 

In a perch is no broth, in a foolish 
person is no wisdom. 

Genius is one part inspiration and 
three parts perspiration. 

Don't mortgage the future for the 
present. 

if' ^'(j\ 

Death rides with the drinking driver. 

Be careful but not full of care. 

A house is not a home. 



It's dog's delight to bark and bite, 
but little children never. 


v. 

Fraud and cunning are the weapons 
of the weak. 

Business neglected is business lost. 

♦ 

Ability is the poor man's wealth. 

Nothing is more durable than a 
hog's snout. 

Lucky men need no counsel. 

If you are a cock, crow; if a hen, lay 
eggs. 

iJilSUiCy^^i /'i 

He that falls in love with himself will 
have no rivals. 

Ic/' ^b* f 4^:^ (->! si I 

i V V ^ 

Fools make feasts and wise men 
eat them. 

Envy is destroyed by true friendship. 

r 
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An ounce of favor goes farther than 
a pound of justice. 

A small debt makes a debtor, a 
heavy one an enemy. 

Like a fence, character cannot be 
strengthened by whitewash. 

ijj f j\iJ^ 

.icf 

If luck is with you, even your ox will 
give birth to a calf. 

Have fun while you live, because you 
are going to be dead a long time. 

Eat when you are hungry; drink 
when you are dry. 

Disappointment hurts more than pain. 

-if yu 


Better bend the neck than bruise 
the forehead. 

A pebble and a diamond are alike to 
a blind man. 

Never let the same dog bite you twice. 

- V L j. 5 /^ (5‘—T* 

Laugh and show your ignorance. 

^if/; b ifiSjjilf 

Honor your father and your mother. 

^ii^i 

Good fathers make good sons. 

♦ 

Fate can be taken by the horns, like 
a goat, and pushed in the right 
direction. 

Dreams give wings to fools. 

All are architects of fate working in 
these walls of time. 
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•« 

A woman can't drive her husband, 

but she can lead him. 

A man in passion rides a mad horse. 

, ^ L“ .f? V ( y 4 U* ( o L > 

V/ 

My son's my son till he gets him a 
wife; my daughter's my daughter all 

of her life. 

A gift is better than a promise. 


Love your neighbor, but do not pull 

down the fence. 

Keep your chickens in your own 
backyard. 

If you act as good as you look, you'll 
never shame your family. 

(/(/yfy CX/U Jyf/( 

Imitation is the highest form of 
flattery. 

Envy is blind. 

Experience is a dear school, but 

fools learn in no other. 

( 

It is better to die young at home 
than to die old in a hospital. 

If you want anything well done, do it 
yourself. 

i y y ** 

Happiness multiplies as we divide it 

with others. 

Accident is the mother of invention. 

, ^1- ^ L* ^ “ V .5 

^ y o>/ f- 


An egg today is worth a hen tomorrow. 


rf 
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Everyone knows where his shoe 
pinches. 

Hunger finds no fault with moldy 

corn. 



Fame is longer than life. 


Dreams are what you hope for; 
reality is what you plan for. 

♦ 


Despair is the conclusion of fools. 


A man can't do more than he can do. 


Experience is a comb which fate 
gives to a man when his hair is all 

Qone. 


Friends and mules fail us in hard 

places. 



rf 
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Don't talk unless you can improve 

the silence. 


, .>*yS 

A tree never hits an automobile 

except in self-defense. 

You can shear a sheep many times 
but you can skin him only once. 


A pearl is worthless as long as it is in 

its shell. 

** 

, ^ L“.y7 ^ L“.?r (3 

Today is the first day of the rest of 

your life. 

, ^ j l^'(5>* j l^'^f 

A lean agreement is better than a fat 
judgment. 

You have to kiss a lot of toads before 

you find a handsome prince. 

^y. ^ ^Ll ti\y 

• ^ ^ ** yi 

A lady is a woman who makes it 
easy for a man to be a gentle-man. 

/iT 

After a rich man gets rich, his next 
ambition is to get richer. 

y ( y^\ ij)i yi*( 

A harvest of peace is produced from 

a seed of contentment. 

A dose of adversity is often as needful 

as a dose of medicine. 

/ijyb/ij(}ij)y^iyt/fijy ipi 

A whistling girl and a crowing hen 
never came to a good end. 

rf 
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A brave man dies but once, a coward 

many times. 

Don't allow the grass to grow on the 
path of friendship. 

Don't use a lot where a little will do. 

Don't cry till you are out of the wood. 

If you can't ride two horses at once, 
you shouldn't be in the circus. 

/^i h2^y( A 

Don't cut off your nose to spite your 

face. 

Don't ignore the small things -- the 

kite flies because of its tail. 

i 

If you can't stand the heat, get out of 

the kitchen. 

-(jf /'i 

If you don't have a plan for yourself, 
you'll be part of someone else's. 

* 

Don't judge a man until you have 

walked two moons in his moccasins. 

♦ 

A man is as big as the things that 

made him mad. 

Don't marry without love, but don't 

love without reason. 

A man chases a woman until she 

catches him. 

You don't get what you deserve, you 
get what you negotiate. 

2it3^\ j\j^ >^\ tL^iS' 2ij^^t3^l 
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You can't fit a round peg in a square 

hole. 

those who don't know what's 

happening. 

** 

When you were born, you cried and 
the world rejoiced. Live your life in a 
manner so that when you die the 
world cries and you rejoice. 

^ ^ *♦ •« ***2 ** * ^ 

* / ^ ^ 

♦ 

♦ 

When the earth is hot, the worm 

stays in the ground. 

When pleasure interferes with 
business, give up business. 

When the white man wins, it is a 

battle. 


When in charge, ponder. When in 
trouble, delegate. When in doubt, 

mumble. 

, ^ b* 0. y ^ b* .f? 0 ^ ^ c^‘(^ (y 

^ i * i 

When the Indian wins, it is a massacre. 

When the last tree has been cut 

down, the last river has been polluted 
and the last fish has been caught -- 
only then do you realize that money 
can't buy everything. 
jjI fiizfi BiJl Liij/I 

-if' 

When a father praises his son, he 

flatters himself. 

We may give advice, but we cannot 
give conduct. 

There are three kinds of people; 
those that make things happen, 
those that watch things happen and 

We do not inherit the land from our 

ancestors: we borrow it from our 

children. 

rf 
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We ain't what we want to be; we ain't 
what we gonna be; but thank God, 

we ain't what we was. 

• « 


Use your wit as a shield, not as a 
dagger. 

-ctf J 

Those who sleep with dogs get up 
with fleas. 

iL^b c^/) ^ 1/ 0 "^^ 

There's no advice like father's -- 
even if you don't take it. 
i/l^l ijd {}/ 



There are three things that can 
destroy a preacher, the glory, the 
gold, and the girls. 


There are three faithful friends: an 
old wife, an old dog, and ready 
money. 




There are many witty men whose 
brains can't fill their bellies. 

til 

dr A 


The wish is the father of the deed. 

The sound of a church bell at times 
has more effect than a sermon. 

ijid 


The cemeteries are filled with people 
who thought the world couldn't get 
along without them. 


d ^ jfJdcJ^J 

diL-i/d- 



The mountains are never so far apart 
but the animals find one another. 

ijd dJl 

The most dangerous food is a 
wedding cake. 

The love of evil is the root of all 
money. 
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Sticks and stones may break my 

bones, but words will never hurt me. 

A- 

The devil goes away and heaven 
comes to stay. 

step on a crack break your mother's 

back. 

The good lawyer knows the law, the 
clever one knows the judge. 

>141 

Put your trust in God, and keep your 
powder dry. 

The frog does not drink up the pond 

in which he lives. 

Old Satan couldn't get along without 
plenty of help. 

The child is the father of the man. 

The blacker the berry the sweeter the 
juice. 

Professionals built the 'Titanic,' 

amateurs built the ark. 

Take care of your pennies and your 
dollars will take care of your widow's 

next husband. 

** ** ** *• *ij 

Opportunities, like eggs, come one at 

a time. 

Of two evils, it is always best to vote 
for the less hypocritical. 

Success has many parents, but 
failure is an orphan. 

Nobody has ever bet enough on a 
winning horse. 

rf 
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Man is like a banana: when he 

No river can return to its source, yet 
all rivers must have a beginning. 

(3/ 

leaves the bunch, he gets skinned. 

— 

Man is greater than the tools he invents. 

(j/ 

Never miss a good chance to shut up. 

Love many, trust few and always 
paddle your own canoe. 

‘if {Ji^ 0 / 

Mothers raise their daughters and let 
their sons grow up. 

Men that have much business must 

have much pardon. 

(JjlJ t^l d)lj^ ij^ ij}i ii 

i 

Living in worry invites death in a 
hurry. 

Live and learn, die and forget it all. 

-5L Jy^ J^^jih/‘if)iji\}iijtj:j 

Maternity is a matter of fact; paternity 
is a matter of opinion. 

Listen or your tongue will keep you 

deaf. 

Many a good hanging prevents a 
bad marriage. 


It takes three generations to make a 
gentleman. 

Man is the only animal who can be 

skinned twice. 

1 _ i 

It takes a thief to catch a thief. 


rf 
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It is better to have less thunder in the 
mouth and more lightning in the hand. 

It is bad luck to fall out of a thirteenth 
story window on Friday. 

In God we trust; all others pay cash. 

In business partnerships and marriage 
partnerships, oh, the cheating that 
goes on. 

If your time ain't come not even a 
doctor can kill you. 

♦ ♦ 


If you sing before breakfast, you'll cry 
before night. 




If you cut down the trees you will find 
the wolf. 




If it does not kill you, it will bring you 
happiness. 

Honesty is like an icicle; if once it 
melts tjnat is the end of it. 

(JjU' til 

i ** 


He that lives on hope will die fasting. 

y ^ 


Fooled once shame on you, fooled 
twice shame on me. 


Every man hath a fool in his sleeve. 

Every man has one black patch, and 
some have two. 

Eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow 
we shall die. 

Sii fi j\j 


Don't throw out your dirty water until 
you get in fresh. 
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^ jfcJji/I 

jAiT'l. 

Don't throw out the baby with the 
bath water. 

Don't measure your neighbor's honesty 
by your own. 

Don't close the barn door after the 
horse runs away. 

Do not wrong or hate your neighbor 
for it is not he that you wrong but 
yourself. 

Do not change horses in the middle 
of the river. 

Diplomacy is the art of letting some - 
one else have your way. 

Cut your losses and let your profits run. 


Character is what you are in the dark. 

Buying on credit is robbing next 
year's crop. 

i 

Arrogance is a kingdom without a 
crown. 

jH-/ 

An American will go to hell for a bag 
of coffee. 

Ambition is putting a ladder against 
the sky. 

All poor people ain't black/ and all 
black people ain't poor. 

j5 ^u“ ti ctf J5 -c/ /U“ 

All men are fools, but all fools are not 
men. 

A forest is the poor man's overcoat. 








Page 46 of 310 




A good son makes a good husband. 

From small beginnings come great 
things. 

A poor man is always behind. 

Good fences make good neighbors. 

All is fair in love and golf. 

Haste is the mother of inaccuracy. 

i 

Always count the cost. 

Hell and the courtroom are always open. 

Always ready. 

Hope is the nurse of misery. 

kl-^l 

An ignorant consent is no consent. 

Ignorance is a form of environmental 
pollution. 

Bad news travels fast. 

Life is -- not separate from death. 

Bad the crow, bad the egg. 


Loose lips sink ships. 

Every animal knows more than you do. 

i . ^ ^ ./i 

Feed sparingly and defy the physician. 

Lovely women lovely guarrels. 

<L^J J!t ijj U 

'- 1 


Lust never sleeps. 


rf 










Page 47 of 310 



Praise makes a bad man worse. 

/ij)i 

Make love, not war. 

Romance/ without finance/ don't 

stand a chance. 

Man can't live in this world alone. 


Scratch my back and I'll scratch yours. 

.ijif 

Men are blind in their own cause. 

Never trouble trouble till trouble 

troubles you. 

Silence is golden, speech i^ silver. 

Take the bitter with the sweet. 

Old age is ripeness. 

1 ^ V 

The bad gardener quarrels with his rake. 

One shower doesn't make a flood. 

,0iU^ 

The bad workman blames his tools. 

Pain is forgotten where gain comes. 

The chickens have come home to roost. 

Poets are born, not made. 


The customer's always right. 

The early bird gets the worm. 

, L^/c/ U j/- B >* 4 

Practice what you preach. 

♦ 


rf 









p* 




The lazy ox drinks dirty water. 


They who drink beer think beer. 

Two's company, three's a crowd. 


Variety is the spice of life. 






What the people believe is true. 

i * 

When you throw dirt, you lose ground. 

♦ ♦ 

Where there's smoke, there's fire. 

Where there's smoke, there's toast. 

Wishes won't wash dishes. 
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Youths are like waves of the sea, the 
elderly have strength instead of tide. 

^JL 


You need a brother, without one you 
are like a person rushing to battle 
without a weapon. 

Youth and void and edginess ruin men. 

Your secret is your captive. 

i - •? 

You can live without a brother but not 

without a friend. 

Your tongue is your horse, if you 
take care of it, it takes care of you; if 
you betray it, betrays it will. 

♦ 

Work for engagement of your daughter, 
but don't work for engagement of 

your son. 

Your relations are more deserving of 
your generosity. 

♦ ♦ 

Words of wisdom come out of simple 
people mouths. 

Your brother is who gives you an 

honest advice. 

* 

Wisdom consists of ten parts: nine 
parts silence and one part a few words. 

Your brother is that who consoles you. 

Winds blow counter to what ships desire. 

rf 
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Whoever knows how to use a pen 
never adds his own name to the 
"guilty" list? 

Who does not understand a look, can 
not understand long explanations. 
U^til A>b*L.^ 

Who works achieves and who sows 
reaps. 

1} (J'b j ^ L**y. 

Who does not choose dies of hunger. 


While the word is yet unspoken, you 
are master of it; when once it is 
spoken, it is master of you. 

♦ 

Wherever you go, the sky is the 
same color. 

When your son grows up, become 
his brother. 


♦ 

When you mention 'dog,' you should 
get a stick. 

When you have spoken the word, it 
reigns over you 

^hjL Jy A (}/^t ^ 

** ** ♦ ** 

,^t-/ 

i 

When you cannot bite a hand, kiss it. 

When you are an anvil be patient; 
when a hammer, strike. 

/>] 

When you are dead, your sister's 
tears will dry as time goes on, your 
widow's tears will cease in another's 
arms, but your mother will mourn you 
until she dies. 

if 

When the reason is known, there will 
be no more shock. 
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When a blind man dies, he is praised 
as having beautiful eyes. 

What starts with a condition ends 
without any oppression. 

What can an old harlot do but repent 
of her misdeeds? 

Went to Hajj while pilgrims are 
coming back. 

Wealth comes like a turtle and goes 
away like a gazelle. 

6‘^A 

Trust in Allah, but tie your camel first. 

ifiJljJjff 

Trees often transplanted never prosper. 

A friend is the one that lends a hand 
during the time of need. 


Too much modesty brings shame. 

Tomorrow is close if you wait it. 

Today it may be a fire, tomorrow it 
will be ashes. 

i 

Time is like a sword 

Throw a lucky man into the sea, and he 
will come up with a fish in his mouth. 
tK ^ W-jX/ / c)Ui ^ Jf 

Three things to fear: a crumbling wall, 
an angry dog, and a shrew. 

^\y*j;j3\^ (L^il ‘Ah ^ 

Threaten him with death so that he 
may be content with fever. 

Those who are far from the eye are 
far from the heart. 
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They wooed her and she resisted; they 
neglected her and she fell in love. 

,lf 

The soul of a fool is always dancing 
on the tip of his tongue. 

The son of a duck is a floater. 

They planted so we ate, and we plant 
so they would eat. 

,(jf i/s^yb* 


The sky does not rain gold or silver. 

There are no fans in hell. 

The secret to success is to walk 

forward. 

The words of the elderly are as sweet 
as honey, but if you do not listen they 

become as sour as bile. 

u- ^ (j/y jv. 

The purest people are the ones with 
good manners. 

The pebble comes from the mountain. 

i ‘V •* 

The weapon first, fighting second. 

i ** 

The only trick the incapable has, are 

his tears. 

The stone which cannot be lifted 

should be kissed. 

y^si 

The only more dearly to you than 
your child, is your child's child. 

The stingy has a big porch and little 
morality. 

li J\L lS>i (// 

* h 

The onion of the beloved is a sheep. 

rf 
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The neighbor comes before the home. 

L**f /-V 

i it y •• 

The one without a sword gets humi¬ 
liated. 

The most praised form of fluency is 
silence when talk isn't wise. 

The monkey in his mother's eye is a 
gazelle. 

The mistake of the scientist leads to 
mistakes by many people. 

The men are the wool of the tribe, but 
the women are the ones who weave 
the pattern. 

-Uif- 

The man who wanted to milk the 
male goat failed. 

The man and his woman are like the 
grave and it's dead. 


The key to all things is determination. 

The ideal phrase is that which is 
short and to the point. 

The horse knows its knight the best. 

The greatest poorness is the lack of 
brains. 

The goat does not get fat just by 
whispering. 

The garlic said to the onion: 'you stink.' 

The frying-pan says to the kettle, 
"Avaunt, black brows!" 

(/tr 

The envious was created only to be 
infuriated. 
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The envious person is a sad person. 

The best of the things you own is 
what is useful to you. 

i ^ i i 1 y-'y ‘ 

The end of life is death. 


The best answer comes from the man 

who isn't angry. 

The devil tempts all men, but idle 
men tempt the devil. 

ij)i /^yL^*( ^1/ 

i 

The beginning of anger is madness 
and the end of it is regret. 

The devil is cunning. 

h 

The barking of dogs does not reduce 
the beggar's daily allotment. 

y/y yoh£~MijL 1 ^ 2 ^! 

The deserter is the brother of the 

murderer. 

h 

The barber learns his trade on the 

orphan's chin. 

The day of happiness is short. 

i 

The ant shall never crawl on its knees. 

The cure for fate is patience. 

^ /f 

i 

- iXu^ ^ 

The barber learns his trade on the 

The best place in the world is on the 
back of a horse, and the best thing to 

do in time is to read a book. 

orphan's chin. 

(3 ^ l/* 

0 ^ 0 ^ " 0 ^ 00 

That is the lion's tail, do not play with it. 


Suspicion is the sister of the wrong. 
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i 


Stupidity is a disease without a medicine. 

i 

Similar to a bee: in their mouths they 
carry sweet honey, and in their tails 

poison. 

jLi^} 6 l)>^ 6^ 

Sunshine without rain makes a desert. 

Stretch your legs according to the 
length of your kilim. 

Silence is the sign of approval. 

i 

Stinginess demeans the value of man. 

Send a wise man and don't advise him. 

Some forgiveness is weakness. 

J ij u^l/^ 

Self-praise is like chewing cotton wool. 

So many in the jail are while innocents. 

Seek education from the cradle to 

the grave. 

So long as 1 can keep a secret it is 
my prisoner. 

, ^ (i V (yi* V ^ ( V /; ( V 

Seek education even if it takes you 

to China. 

Remind the youngster of his next life. 

Smoke of the neighbors renders you blind. 

Sit where you are welcomed and 
helped, and don't sit where you are 

not welcomed. 

Pick the lesser of the two evils. 
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People follow the winner. 

- ^ JL j y vtf Zl-j U- 

Outer beauty is no good, give me 
inner beauty. 

People follow the religion/ ways of 
their kings. 

Our parents planted so we ate, and 
we plant for our children to eat. 

Au£'^\jLAi) 

People don't thank someone who 

doesn't thank God. 

People are slaves to charity/ good 

deeds. 

L^lyCf- 

Oppose your affection to find rationality. 

Opinion comes before the bravery of 

the braves. 

,^(3f 

People are^equal like the teeth of a comb. 

People are enemies of that which 
they don't know. 

Only a mother can understand the 
suffering of a son. 

Patience is the key of joy; but haste 
is the key to sorrow. 

Paradise without people is not worth 
living in. 

One is not bom a warrior, you become^one. 

** ♦ 

One hand can't hold two watermelons. 

One hand cannot clap. 

(3 

Paradise is under mothers' feet. 


rf 
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One day is for us, and the other is 
against us. 

i ' h 

Old age is a thousand annoyances. 

Oh hasty one, God will delay you. 



Often, under the unseeing hide the 
cunning. 

O! My sister your son is like how you 
raised him 

O! My sister to depend on men; you 
are believing in water in a sieve. 

No one says, 'my yogurt is sour.' 

Never sit in the place of a man who 
can say to you, "RJse.". 

I — -^ 

Need excavates the trick. 


My feet took me to my death. 

Movement is a blessing. 

/.iA^/ 

i 

More desperate than a drowning 
person. 

Money is a Cure. 

i 

Money finds money, water finds the 
puddle. 

Moderation in spending is half of all 
living. 

}f‘ij I 

Meeting death is better than trying to 
ignore it. 

i '' 

Marriage is like a besieged castle; 
those who are on the outside wish to 
get in; and those who are on the inside 
wish to get out. 
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Like the man who shields himself 

with a spiders home. 

Man is like a palm on the beach; 
moving with the wind of life. 

(J^ i' 1 

Like someone trying to capture water 

in his fist. 

Lying is the disease and truth is the cure. 

i i 

Like an ostrich: cannot fly and can 

not bear burdens. 

:[y J’Sb /"P 

i i y y >/ 

Loving your country is pious. 

i *S 

Life will show you what you did not know. 

♦ 

The sultan's sword is long. 

i 

Life is a dogma and a fight for the dogma. 

i *♦ ^ 

The people's lord is their servant. 

Lies are the plague of speech. ^ 

i 

The fisherman is the shark's friend. 

i '' 

Let the sword decide after the stratagem 

has failed. 

Save your white penny for your black 
day. 

^J\^ y4'^ ^ 

Leave evil, it will leave you. 

Like the needle which clothes others 

while remaining nakejd. 

if ( 5(3 -^L/? 

Laughing for no reason is rude. 


rf 
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Keeping a secret is a commitment. 

It's better to have a thousand 
enemies outside of the tent than one 

inside the tent. 

• • 


If you're a liar, then have a good memory. 



If your neighbor visits Mecca once, 
watch out for him. 

^ ♦ *♦ ♦ ♦♦ ♦♦ •« 


If your house is of glass, don't throw 
rocks at others. 



If you see the tooth of the lions, don't 
think the lion is smiling. 


If you reach for the highest of ideals, 
you shouldn't settle for less than the 
stars. 


** y ^ 




If you oppress who is below you then you 
won't be safe from the punishment of who 
is above you. 

If you mentioned the wolf you better 
prepare the stick. 

If you know then it's a disaster, and if 
you don't know then it's a greater 
disaster. 


If you hear a person talking good 
about things that aren't in you, don't 
be sure that he wouldn't also say bad 
things about you that aren't in you. 

♦ 


If you have no shames then do what 
ever you want. 




If you had an opinion you better be 
determined. 
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If you give in to a fool, he will say, "This 
is because they are afraid of me." 

i ♦ • 

If you dress in gold or silk, you are 
still the same greengrocer. 

(Sj^I if" y4‘j^ C/^(yU ^ (j>*U /( 

-JLji}6x 

If you don't want to be disgraced, do 
as others do. 

If you don't know where you are 
going, then look back to where you 
have come from. 

* 

If you conduct yourself properly, fear 
no one. 

^ (/y^ y LfU/^ ^ yf/( 

(5 

If you can't reward then you should 
thank. 


If you are to hit then make it painful, 
because you'll get one blame either 
ways. 

I * f i -t 

L 

If you are saved from the lion, do not 
be greedy and hunt it. 

If two thieves quarreled, what was 
stolen emerges. 

(/l/(iv.^yry 

If thy beloved was honey, don't lick 
all of him. 

-.d (^'C:«^bl//L/^y f\ 

*S i * *f 

If the water is available you need not 
clean up with sand. 

6 ^ d\j4] 

If the heart is empty, the rest will soon 
abandon you too. 

, ^ (i A (3 b y tikjy 

If the hair was precious, wouldn't grow 
on the ass. 
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Don't eat your bread on someone 
else's table. 

If talk is silver then silence is gold.^ 

i i *S 

If someone says "There is a wedding 
ceremony in the clouds," then the 
women would soon arrive with their 
ladders. 

{Ji 1 / 6 iz/i 

, J (jf A 

If power is for sale, sell your mother 
to buy it. 

li’/i 

If patience is sour then its result is sweet. 

If not for religion, people would've 
killed each other. 

If no agreement, then separation. 

^ jJt/ii ijy 

If meat is expensive then patience is 
cheap. 


If I were to trade in winding sheets, 
no one would die. 

If destiny does not fit you, fit yourself 
to destiny. 

[jly /I 

If an eagle is no good, cut its feathers off. 

If a wind blows, ride it. 

If begging should unfortunately be 
thy lot, knock at the large gates only. 

A penny saved is a penny earned. 

,^kl/ 

I taught him archery every day, and 
when he got good at it he throw an 
arrow at me. 

(ivUlyS VJVyT' 

,l/.y7y7'U 

I saw people tending to the one who 
has money. 
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He who spits up in the air will get it 

back on his beard. 

1 cured myself but 1 amputated my 
nose in the process. 

He who sows the wind harvests the 

storm. 

- ^ ^ L**y. iPy^si 

i i 

1 complained because 1 had no shoes 

until 1 met a man who had no feet. 

ji Lilt/’ 

He who knows not and is a fool. 

He, who has health, has hope. 

Hunger is an infidel. 

i 

i - ^ i 

He, who does not know you, is not 

Human thinks and God plans. 

, ^ b* kr 4- iL 1;^ i b J ^ 1^ y U* ( 

informed of you. 

How tight can life be without the 
space of hope? 

He steals the mascara from her eyes. 

L 

He mixes Ramadan with Sha'ban. 

How can the person who is eating 
dates prohibit the eating of dates? 

^ ^2^1/j/ l/ (// si 

i 

He kills the peacock for the beauty of 

its feathers. 

, (3vr^/c^ 1 

It's better to be a free dog than a 
caged lion. 

He is the sunshine at the edge of the roof. 

22^^ si 


He fishes in unclear water. 

\ 

rf 
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He fights with horns made of clay. 

He builds a castle by demolishing a 
country. 

Have patience and you'll get what 
you want. 

^ ** y 

Greed lessens what is gathered. 

L-L.l/cf ir ^ 

A good manner is the greatest friend. 



God's hand is with those who work in 
groups. 

God sends clothes to those with no 
proper figure, and bread to those 
with no teeth. 

i 

God gives time but doesn't ignore. 

i 


God creates 40 people with the 
same looks. 

Gnats, in great number, can beat an 
elephant. 

[‘A 

Four things come not back -- the spoken 
word, the sped arrow, the past life, and the 
neglected opportunity. 

^ — d I d'‘' 

Fortune is with you for an hour, and 
againsj you for ten. 

i ^ -t ** f 

Forgetfulness is the plague of knowledge. 

Fire could leave ashes behind. 

Falseness lasts an hour, and truth 
lasts till the end of time. 

Experimenting is the great science. 
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Example is better than law. 

i 

Every son of Adam keeps hoping 
until he is carried away to his grave. 

Every person is observant to the flaws 
of others and blind to his own flaws. 

i • * 

Every disease has a medicine 
except for death. 

Every delay has its blessings. 

Eat less food to find more sleep. 

,(jf 1/ 

Each hajji goes to Mecca his own way. 

, ^ b* ^ ^ b (cj l^/r 

Don't send an old man to buy a donkey, 
nor a young man to woo a wife. 


Don't pride over your wealth or beauty, 
one will be gone in a night and the other 
with a fever. 

z' IfiJiiA 

Don't neglect the consequence of 
your act. 

Don't delay today's work until tomorrow. 

Don't celebrate someone's departing 
unless you know who will succeed him. 

Do well to people in order to enslave 
their hearts. 

Do good and throw it in the Tigris and 
God will repay you in the desert. 

/*—(Jli 

Distance is disaffection. 
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Dissent and you will be known. 

* * ** 


Discord between the powerful is a 
fortune for the poor. 

i ^ 

Death is a black camel that lies down 
at every door. 


Believe what you see and not all you hear. 




Beat the iron while it is hot. 


Be generous to a generous person 
and you'd win him, be generous to a 
mean person and he'd rebel on you. 

IL ifif 


• •« 

» 

Be careful of your enemy once and of 
your friend a thousand times, for a double 
crossing friend knows more evil. 

mtj ^ if' il)li 2Lli (ft if f fi^ 




Avoid what will require an apology. 


Avoid the company of a liar. 


Ate and praised is better than ate 
and was silence. 

Arrogance over the arrogant is 
modesty. 

Ifbfji /'JifJij^ 
An unshod mocks a shoe. 

An ugly womans husband better be blind. 

h * 

An excuse is sometime more ugly 
than guilt. 

fi ti\yi^' 

All strangers are relations to each 
other. 


Afar, it enraptures the heart, when 
near, it rends the gallbladder. 
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A word to the wise is sufficient. 

A woman's belly is a garden with 
many kinds of fruit. 

A tree starts with a seed. 

i ' 

A promise is a cloud; fulfillment is rain; and 
the best promise is that which has been 
proved by rain. 

tJii 

, ^/l/v L cl V (5 

A problem is solved when it gets 
tougher. 


A monkey that amuses me is better 
than a deer astray. 

h y y h 


A person who does not speak out 
against the wrong is a mute devil. ^ 

A mosquito can make the lion s eye bleed. 


( 


r 

)S 
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Without sowing single wheat you 
would not harvest thousand ones. 

Unearned riches have no goods. 

Tree would bend when it bears fruit. 

To tell the dog to catch, and the 
rabbit to run. 

Speak not of what you have read, but 
about what you have understood. 

i i 

Someone's end, someone's beginning. 

Shameful is not the one who doesn't 
know, but the one who doesn't ask. 

Smart bird gets trapped in its beak. 


Saying "halva-halva" won't make 
your mouth sweet. 

** i 

Politeness is not sold in the bazaar. 

I? 

Mullah is sick when poor dies. 

^ * ** I y * **y • 

Intelligence is in the head, not in the age. 

Grass grows on its roots. 

6 * 

Every tree casts shadow on its own 
bottom. 

Drop by drop would make a lake. 

Dog has to have its stomach full. 

Bless the builders, damn the slayers. 




P 
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He can't see the beam in his own. 

A man would not lick what he spit. 

but he's looking for an eyelash in 

someone else's. 

y' 1 tiiS'iji/[y i iSjij 

A man says his word to the face. 

i . ♦ y 

Courage is ten; nine is the ability to 

escape. 

Jy/J 

A mad man drops a rock into water 

well, so that thousand wise men can 

not take it out. 

t/./Z-(it-j/c/t 

Beauty is ten, nine of which is dressing. 

, IJ'(3 V /y/J (y > c/Uy/y 

Until the lions have their historians, 

tales of the hunt shall always glorify 

the hunter. 

Beauty without virtue is a curse. 

y^(3vr^/ 

S 

'6uO^'^UW 

Cheap meat never makes a good 

soup. 

, L“ i< ^bf (/i>-^ 

Pass the bridge that your kinsmen 

have passed. 

* V V 

Courage mounteth with occasion. 

One's own simple bread is much 
better than someone else's pilaf. 

^51^6/^^vj((/bi/9j>l/(^( 

Make sure your blanket covers your 

feet. 

Never mind storms and snows for 

the sake of a friend. 

The forest can't be without its jackals. 


rf 
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P* 




Until spring comes, nightingales do 
not sing. 
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Youths are like waves of the sea, the 
elderly have strength instead of tide. 

Your nose is a part of you even if it 

was cut. 

Your brother is who gives you an 

honest advice. 

* 

Youth and void and edginess ruin 

men. 

You need a brother, without one you 
are like a person rushing to battle 
without a weapon. 

c5(A4(yf 

Your tongue is your horse, if you take care 
of it, it takes care of you; if you betray it, 
betrays it will. 

il. 

You can smell his halvah. 

♦ 

Your secret is your captive. 

( ^ t t 

You can live without a brother but not 

without a friend. 

Your relations are more deserving of 
your generosity. 

♦ ♦ 

dL£,j J;iL6\j<J\ 

You are striking cold iron. 

i * i *S 

Your lord is the lord of hearts. 


Work for engagement of your daughter, 
but don't work for engagement of your son. 

rf 









Page 71 of 310 


Words of wisdom come out of simple 
people mouths. 

With carefulness you realize your 
opportunity. 

Wiser than Loqman. 


Wisdom consists of ten parts: nine 
parts silence and one part a few 
words. 


» 


Winds blow counter to what ships 
desire. 

Whoever knows how to use a pen never 
adds his own name to the "guilty" list? 
iU / 

Who does not understand a look, can 
not understand long explanations. 




Who works achieves and who sows 
reaps. 

, ^ 1} l^'9 ^ L“ y. ^ L“/l/^ b* IJ' 

Who does not choose dies of hunger. 

i 

While the word is yet unspoken, you 
are master of it; when once it is 
spoken, it is master of you. 

♦ 

Where there are poor, there are rich. 

Wherever you go, the sky is the 
same color. 

When your son grows up, become 
his brother. 

,iX{fd6d£ 

♦ 


When you play, you may break your 
head. 
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When you mention 'dog,' you should 
get a stick. 

When you have spoken the word, it 
reigns over you. 

When you cannot bite a hand, kiss it. 

When you are an anvil be patient; 
when a hammer, strike. 

j{\ ^ 

When you are dead, your sister's tears will 
dry as time goes on, your widow's tears will 
cease in another's arms, but your mother 
will mourn you until she dies. 

When the reason is known, there will 

be no more shock. 

« 

Went to Hajj while pilgrims are 
coming back. 


We were silenced by our patience, 
he entered with his donkey. 

iifi 

«• 

Weaker than a spider's net. 

Watching what you say is your best 
friend. 

Warmer than burning charcoal. 

Wait 'til your ass crosses the bridge. 

Unity is power. Jtf^l 

Uglier than magic. 

Two watermelons cannot be carried 
in one hand. 

Trust in Allah, but tie your camel first. 

A friend is the one that lends a hand 
during the time of need. 

r 
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J 

Tougher than a rock. 

Tougher than a stone. 

Tomorrow is close if you wait it. 

Today it may be a fire, tomorrow it 
will be ashes. 

* i 

Today is wine, and tomorrow is an 
assignment. 



To sit by the ring and tell the man 
inside, 'knock him down.' 

Time is made of gold. 

i 

Time is like a sword. 

Time has eaten and drank upon it. 

I • * ♦♦V ^ ^ ^ 


Tie your camel and rely on God. 

Tighter than a needle's eye. 

Throw a lucky man into the sea, and he 
will come up with a fish in his mouth. 

i/f 
yrpL/ 

Three things to fear: a crumbling 
wall, an angry dog, and a shrew. 

^ 

Threaten him with death so that he 
may be content with fever. 

Though pepper is a tiny thing, its 
taste is mighty powerful. 

i i 

Those who are far from the eye are 
far from the heart. 

This dead person is not worth all of 
this grief. 

^ 1 ^ 1 /*v 
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This cub is from that lion. 

The words of the elderly are as 
sweet as honey, but if you do not 
listen they become as sour as bile. 

They, whom got shy, died. 

They planted so we ate, and we plant 
so they would eat. 

I/bJ 

The white penny will become useful 
in your dark days. 

A lS\ 

The weapon first, fighting second. 

^ • •* 

They were two, but united; we were a 

hundred, but divided. 

**T / 1 ** / 1 ** 

The village's piper does not exhila¬ 
rate. 

They did not find a fault in the rose, 
they said 0! you are red checked. 


The stupid might have wanted to 
help you, but ended up hurting you. 

j (if 2^ifi 

* * 

They have sowed the seed of the 

word "tomorrow" and it has not 

germinated. 

The stone which cannot be lifted 

should be kissed. 

The wound that bleeds inwardly is 
the most dangerous. 

The stingy has a big porch and little 
morality. 

oglPI ^\;f, li WlL iS>i O'/ 
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The soul of a fool is always dancing 
on the tip of his tongue. 

The only more dearly to you than 
your child, is your child's child. 

^ ♦♦V •• ^ 

The son of a duck is a floater. 

The onion of the beloved is a sheep. 

The sky does not rain gold or silver. 

The neighbor comes before the 

home. 

i 11 / ^ 

The secret to success is to walk 

forward. 

The one without a sword gets humili¬ 
ated. 

The rope man got mixed with the 

archer. 

jlyi /lj)i J 

The mule was asked: "Who is your 
father?" It responded with: "The 
horse is my uncle." 

.U ^\f. L, l/I ^ i 

The purest people are the ones with 
good manners. 

The most praised form of fluency is 

silence when talk isn't wise. 

The pebble comes from the 

mountain. 

The monkey in his mother's eye is a 
gazelle. 

, ^ ij /I ‘k" 9 

The only trick the incapable has, are 

his tears. 

The mistake of the scientist leads to 

mistakes by many people. 

rf 
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The idea came after the drunken 

passed away. 

,Ll 

The men are the wool of the tribe, but 

the women are the ones who weave 

the pattern. 

Lrif-d’) 

-df- 

The horse knows its knight the best. 

The greatest poorness is the lack of 

brains. 

The man who wanted to milk the 

male goat failed. 

The goat does not get fat just by 
whispering. 

The man and his woman are like the 
grave and it's dead. 

The garlic said to the onion: 'you 

stink.' 

The living is more important than the 

dead. 

The frying-pan says to the kettle, 
"Avaunt, black brows!" 

The key to all things is determination. 

The jar broke and the wine spilled. 

The envious was created only to be 

infuriated. 

♦♦ ♦ • 

The ideal phrase is that which is 
short and to the point. 

The envious person is a sad person. 

i/i ijf 

i 

1_ J 

1 _ 1 

The end of the grape is cluster. 

rf 
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i 

The best place in the world is on the 
back of a horse, and the best thing to 

do in time is to read a book. 

(5 Si c£^ S' 

The end of life is death. 

The devil tempts all men, but idle 
men tempt the devil. 

The best friend is the one who does 

not joke around. 

The devil is cunning. 

i 


The best of the things you own is 
what is useful to you. 

1 ^ ^ ^ i i y***y ‘ 

The deserter is the brother of the 

murderer. 

i 

The best answer comes from the 

man who isn't angry. 

The day of happiness is short. 

i 

The beginning of anger is madness 
and the end of it is regret. 

The cure for fate is patience. 

i 

The carpenter's door is loose. 

(J'iJ i/y 

The barking of dogs does not reduce 
the beggar's daily allotment. 

The best to sit with in all times is a 

book. 

The barber learns his trade on the 

orphan's chin. 

The best thing is the newest thing. 

The ant shall never crawl on its knees. 


rf 
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That is the lion's tail, do not play with it. 

Thank who gives you and give who 
thanks you. 

Take wisdom from the wise - not 
everyone who rides a horse is a 
jockey. 

i 

Stupidity is a disease without a 
medicine. 

i 

Sunshine without rain makes a 
desert. 

Stretch your legs according to the 
length of your kilim. 

Stinginess demeans the value of 


Speak, for God spoke to Moses. 

Some forgiveness is weakness. 

So many in the jail are while 
innocents. 

So long as I can keep a secret it is 
my prisoner, 

9i‘ 

Smoother than breeze. 

Smoke of the neighbors renders you 
blind. 

i ^ ♦ ** 

Slower than a turtle. 



Sit where you are welcomed and 
helped, and don't sit where you are 
not welcomed. ^ 

i/' ^ 


A 


m 


man. 
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Similar to a bee: in their mouths they 
carry sweet honey, and in their tails 
poison. 


Said: What would the blind want? 

Said: A bag of eyes. 

Silence is the sign of approval. 

i 

Rima came back to her old habits. 

.(/UjyjkcJuiXitiv 

Send a wise man and don't advise 

him. 

Remind the youngster of his next life. 

Self-praise is like chewing cotton wool. 

Refers to people who are late in 
doing things. 

Seek to get. 

Prayer is the pillow of religion. 

i 

Seek knowledge from the cradle to 
the grave. 

Plant each day and you will eat. 

1/ yf y /: 

Seek education from the cradle to 

the grave. 

Pick the lesser of the two evils. 

People follow the winner. 

Seek education even if it takes you 

to China. 

People follow the religion/ ways of 
their kings. 

v/ Zl- dl 6 ^ 

' -6^? 

rf 

Safer than the pigeon of Mecca. 
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People don't thank someone who 
doesn't thank God. 


Outer beauty is no good, give me 
inner beauty. 

((jv ( (3 


People are slaves to charity/ good 
deeds. 


Out of desperation he calls the cat 
'madam'. 




People are for each other. 

People are equal like the teeth of a 
comb.. 

People are enemies of that which 
they don't know. 

Patience is the key of joy; but haste 
is the key to sorrow. 

Paradise without people is not worth 
living in. 

Paradise is under mothers' feet. 

, ^ JL J r* i tffl J U 

i 


Our parents planted so we ate, and 
we plant for our children to eat. 

f‘u!\ ‘LJJ 

LJJ 

Oppose your affection to find 
rationality. 

Opinion comes before the bravery of 
the braves. 

Only a mother can understand the 
suffering of a son. 

One is not born a warrior, you 
become one. ^ 

.di£ t-iif 

One hand can't hold two watermelons. 
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One hand cannot clap. 

i 

One day is for us, and the other is 
against us. 

0! My sister closes thy door, and 
enough what happened to you. 

Old age is a thousand annoyances. 

0! My brother, flip the pot on its 
mouth, the daughters turn into their 

mums. 

Oh tyrant, your day will come. 


Oh hasty one, God will delay you. 

ft* 

*♦ ^ ft • 

No one says, 'my yogurt is sour.' 

ji-y 

Often, under the unseeing hide the 
cunning. 

Never sit in the place of a man who 
can say to you, "Rise.". 

0! You sitting, may God protect you 

from the evils of the comers. 

Need excavates the trick. 


My friends are like stars, pick one 
and it'll guide you. 

0! My sister your son is like how you 

raised him 

0! My sister to depend on men; you 
are believing in water in a sieve. 

My feet took me to my death. 


rf 
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Movement is a blessing. 

•* •* 


More observant than a bat. 

More watchful than a dog. 

•• 

•* ** * 

More lost than the winter moon. 

More vicious than a snake. 

y *♦ ^ 


More kindhearted than a mother to 

More treacherous than a wolf. 

her children. 

More tearful than an orphan.. 

More hideous than the disappearance 
of good fortune. 

Jr 

♦ *♦ • ^ ^ 

More tame than a dog. 

,l/ 

More hideous than an ogre. 

9)1 ) 

* ** •* 

More silent than the earth. 


More hideous than a pig. 

^>^9)lj^jy 

— * •* 

More robust than the nose of a lion. 


More hideous than a monkey. 

♦ 

More pure than a tear. 

More handy than a silk worm. 

More permanent than a tattoo. 

More greedy than Asha'ab. 

^ • •• ♦ 

' ' 

More observant than a crow. 

More generous than Hatim. 


rf 
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More fluent than Qas Bin Sa'ida. 

More awake than a wolf. 

More flirty than oumrou'o al kayss. 

Money is a Cure. 

More fearful than an ostrich. 

Money finds money, water finds the 
puddle. 

More famous than a fire on a flag. 

Moderation in spending is half of all 
living. 

i *• 

More fake than a mirage. 

Meeting death is better than trying to 
ignore it. 

i 

More fair than scales. 

More desperate than a drowning 

person. 

Marriage is like a besieged castle; 

those who are on the outside wish to 

get in; and those who are on the 
inside wish to get out. 

,(j: U v>* (>r ci 

More cursed than AbiLahab. 

More cautious than a crow. 

1 -[ 

Man is like a palm on the beach; 
moving with the wind of life. 

^ (5 j ij^l' ijiJi 

More careful than an ant. 


rf 
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Lying is the disease and truth is the 

cure. 

i i 

Save your white penny for your black 
day. 

Ac) )d^ 

• • 

Luck in the sky and brains in the 
ground. 

He left the party without having 

Hommos. 

(3vUj y* yt 

Loving your country is pious. 

i 

Give me long life and throw me in 

the sea. 

Longer than the winter's night. 

Like the needle which clothes others 

while remaining naked^. 

AU-f y 33 / 9 ^ 1 ^)) yi ^ 

Longer than a separation day. 

Like the man who shields himself 

The sultan's sword is long. 

i 

with a spiders home. 

The people's lord is their servant. 

Like someone trying to capture water 

in his fist. 

ijj3i i/i 
L-/ 

i 

The gauge has overflow. 

yi 9)1 jdjixl 

i ** •* 

Like an ostrich: cannot fly and can 

not bear burdens. 

A ij' yj.j3\[)^{J) 

The friend in tight times. 

The fisherman is the shark's friend. 

Like a deaf man in a parade. 


rf 
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J 

Life will show you what you did not 
know. 



Life is made of two days. 

Life is a dogma and a fight for the 
dogma. 

Lies are the plague of speech. ^ 

i 

Let the sword decide after the 
stratagem has failed. 

It's better to have a thousand 
enemies outside of the tent than one 

inside the tent. 

• • 

i 

It's as if she's fallen off an elephant's 
trunk. 

It's a hardship that will go away. 

^ ♦♦♦♦ 


m 


It may be a fire today, but tomorrow it 
will be only ashes. 

/>{J 

It is the end of the Shahnameh that 
is pleasant. 

It is good to know the truth, but it is 
better to speak of palm trees. 

Z. tjF^> Zj/^ i::- t/i S 

I, 

It is good to know the truth and to 
speak the truth. 

, ^ L**.>7 i^( b/1::^ LZI i/t jII> ifS 

Inscribe science in writing. 

In the desert of life the wise travel by 
caravan, while the fool prefers to 
travel alone. 

I'm already drowning so why should I 
fear getting wet? 
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Ignorance is the worst acquaintance. 

If you're beautiful, whatever you do is 
fine. 

Ignorance is the death of the living. 

If you're a wind then I'm a twister. 



If you're a liar, then have a good 
memory. 

f/( 

If your neighbor visits Mecca once, 
watch out for him, 

^ L; vL ^ yf /( 

If your house is of glass, don't throw 
rocks at others. 

u>/'»A 

If you wish/ask, wish/ask for more. 

♦ 

If you wanted obedience command 
with what is possible. 


If you speak the word it shall own 
you, and if you don't you shall own it. 

, cJ^u2l-c/j y <^y. 

♦ ♦ 

If you see the tooth of the lions, don't 
think the lion is smiling. 

If you reach for the highest of ideals, 
you shouldn't settle for less than the 
stars. 

♦ • V ♦ 

If you oppress who is below you then 
you won't be safe from the punish¬ 
ment of who is above you. 
i^i (/ ; dL-f^ji, cA\^-£^j\f\ 

If you mentioned the wolf you better 
prepare the stick. 

If you know then it's a disaster, and if 
you don't know then it's a greater 
disaster. 
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y (^^ 1 ^ V y {jL 

* ** ^ ♦ •• * *i 


[Siil^ 

-d^f 


If you hear a person talking good 
about things that aren't in you, don't 
be sure that he wouldn't also say bad 
things about you that aren't in you. 
(j;^/jyL(j^((j(^vLi^(^(j^ <J\f\ 

♦ 


If you have no shames then do 
whatever you want. 

y^ycy^t^Yy^ 


If you had an opinion you better be 
determined. 

If you give in to a fool, he will say, "This 
is because they are afraid of me." 

J^i 

If you dress in gold or silk, you are 

still the same greengrocer. 

iji i ij^‘ ‘U^ ij^'i i/ij (j'(5>*(fLy— y 

-cic/ViiY 

If you don't want to be disgraced, do 
as others do. 


If you don't know where you are 
going, then look back to where you 
have come from. 



If you conduct yourself properly, fear 
no one. 

^ (/y^ y Lfu/ ^ ^ y f/( 


If you can't reward then you should 
thank. 

If you are to hit then make it painful, 
because you'll get one blame either 
ways. 

{/ Jiiji ^ly ^bvL* iyy^ JiA 


If you buy cheap meat, when it boils 
you smell what you have saved. 



,tyLlyy-^^fyr(5^f/c^(/( 

• *s 


If you are saved from the lion, do not 
be greedy and hunt it. 
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* ^ *f 

If talk is silver then silence is gold.^ 

(/>^l^y ^(i>* 

^ ^ *9 

If two thieves quarreled, what was 
stolen emerges. 

, O’* 9.?^ (/1/(jv iT y 4:^ V j/i 

If someone says "There is a wedding 
ceremony in the clouds," then the 

women would soon arrive with their 

If thy beloved was honey, don't lick 

all of him. 

-ij i-ju /i 

ladders. 

If the water is available you need not 
clean up with sand. 

If power is for sale, sell your mother 
to buy it. 

If the people wanted life, destiny 
better respond. 

• ^ *9 

If patience is sour then its result is 

sweet. 

If the heart is empty, the rest will 
soon abandon you too. 

- ^ j/(3 (i A (31 y ^4-(3J 

If not for religion, people would've 

killed each other. 

h fi >/\ 

If the hair was precious, wouldn't 
grow on the ass. 

If no agreement, then separation. 

ijA iA 

If meat is expensive then patience is 

cheap. 

/f /j 

Don't eat your bread on someone 

else's table. 



rf 
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Don't pour away your water due to a 
mirage. 

11:^1 y 

If I were to trade in winding sheets, 
no one would die. 

If destiny does not fit you, fit yourself 
to destiny. 

^ ** 

If an eagle is no good, cut its feathers 
off. 

If a wind blows, ride it. 

If begging should unfortunately be 
thy lot, knock at the large gates only. 

cT JJ.f\ 

- cX iA ^ 
Idiomatic translation: A penny saved 
is a penny earned. 

,^bl/ 

I taught him archery every day, and 
when he got good at it he throw an 
arrow at me. 


I saw people tending to the one who 
has money. 

I have sifted my flour and hung up 
the sieve. 

I cured my self but I amputated my 
nose in the process. 

I complained because I had no 
shoes until I met a man who had no 
feet. 

I came to the place of my birth and 
cried, "The friends of my youth, 
where are they?" And echo 
answered, "Where are they?" 

?£ 


Hunger is an infidel. 










Page 90 of 310 


( 

Heard the question wrong, answered 

wrong. 

Human thinks and God plans. 

, ^ b* kr 4-1;^ i (V J ^ U* ( 

He who spits up in the air will get it 

back on his beard. 

^>si 

How tight can life be without the 
space of hope? 

He who sows the wind harvests the 

How great the grandfathers are, but 
how regretful what they left behind. 

• ** 

» 

storm. 

i i 

He who knows not and is a fool. 

How can the person who is eating 
dates prohibit the eating of dates? 
f ^ LJJ\J^^ (Jji si 

He, who has health, has hope. 

i " ' i 

( 

He, who got out of his home, lessened 

his value. 

It's better to be a free dog than a 
caged lion. 

He, who does not know you, is not 
informed of you. 

He walks slowly and arrives first. 

si 

!, ' i'S ( • 

His fault is besides him. 

He's hardly a sour grape, yet behaves 

like a raisin. 


He that sows the wind shall reap the 

whirlwind. 

h 

rf 
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J 

He steals the mascara from her eyes. 

i 

He sold his vineyard and bought a 
squeezer. 

/ f' ^ i) ^L^l 

He mixes Ramadan with Sha'ban. 

He makes a hundred knives, none of 
which has a handle. 
if- 

i *S 

He kills the peacock for the beauty of 
its feathers. 

He is the sunshine at the edge of the 
roof. 

i ^ ' 

He fishes in unclear water. 

He fights with horns made of clay. 

He fasts and fasts, then he break his 
fast with an onion. 

(, •* ♦♦vy * ^ 


He builds a castle by demolishing a 
country. 

He beat me and cried, and went 
before me to complain. 

^ ij^i 

-l/ik 

«* 7 

Have patience and you'll get what 
you want. 

Has a better voice than a pigeon. 

Hands are loans. 

Greed lessens what is gathered. 

bbl/C? 

A good manner is the greatest friend. 



Goha said to his son that he won't 
sleep beside him 

God's hand is with those who work in 
groups. 
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God sends clothes to those with no 


proper figure, and bread to those 

with no teeth. 

h 

Four things come not back--the 
spoken word, the sped arrow, the 
past life, and the neglected 
opportunity. 

^ — ( 3 ^ 

God gives time but doesn't ignore. 

i 

Fortune is with you for an hour, and 
against you for ten. 

God creates 40 people with the 

same looks. 

Forgetfulness is the plague of know¬ 
ledge. 

Go softly; come softly, so that the cat 
does not gore you. 

Forget brotherhood, each goat will 
cost your seven dinars. 

\6 

Gnats, in great number, can beat an 
elephant. 

[‘A d'iid) s)lj 

Give your friend your blood and 

money. 

♦ 

For the sake of the flowers, the 

weeds are watered. 

6uM 

Further than Pleiades. 

For smart people, signs can replace 

words. 

From you the money, from me the 

dance. 

Follows more than a shadow. 

• •* 

rf 
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J 

Fixing the known is better than 
waiting for the unknown. 

Fire will burn itself out if it did not find 
anything to burn. 

Fire is more bearable than disgrace. 

Fire could leave ashes behind. 

^ W. . V r? 

Faster than eye blink. 

Faster than death. 

Falseness lasts an hour, and truth 
lasts till the end of time. 

Faster than an arrow. 

Experimenting is the great science. 


Example is better than law. 


i 

Every son of Adam keeps hoping 
until he is carried away to his grave. 

LX L} t^/r 

Every person is observant to the 
flaws of others and blind to his own 
flaws. 

i • * 

Every disease has a medicine 
except for death. 

.L 

Every delay has its blessings. 

Eats more than a whale. 

Li/s)l j 

Eats more than a fire. 

L/e/j^Lt 

— 

Eat your bread with water and don't 
ask for another's dough. 

‘ij./ 

Eat less food to find more sleep. 

^ji/ til j 
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J 

Each hajji goes to Mecca his own way. 

, ^ b* ^4 ^ ^ (v 

Dust does not burden him. 

Don't send an old man to buy a donkey, 
nor a young man to woo a wife. 

Don't pride over your wealth or 
beauty, one will be gone in a night 
and the other with a fever, 
ob j}\ iSj 

Don't neglect the consequence of 
your act. 

Don't delay today's work until 
tomorrow. 

Don't celebrate someone's departing 
unless you know who will succeed him. 


Don't ask the singer to sing until he 
wishes to sing by himself. 

Do not stand in a place of danger 
trusting in miracles. 

Do well to people in order to enslave 
their hearts. 

Do good and throw it in the Tigris 
and God will repay you in the desert. 

IiL^l^ XUijil iJ^J^ 

Distance is disaffection. 

L * 

Dissent and you will be known. 

* • 

Discord between the powerful is a 
fortune for the poor. 

Dig a well then close the well, but do 
not fire a worker. 
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JA 


Close the door from which the wind 

blows and relax. 

Death is a camel which sleeps in 
everyone's house. 


Cleanse thy heart from greed, and 
thy foot shall remain free from 

fetters. 

^L)i y/v 

Death is a black camel that lies down 

at every door 

^ ♦ '' h •* 

Content is an everlasting treasure. 

i 

Cleanliness is out of faith. 

Consult the wise and do not disobey 

him. 

Cheaper than dates in Basra. 

Believe what you see and not all you 

hear. 

ifj]ijr 

Complaining to someone other than 
God is disgraceful. 

i ' 

Complaining is the weak's weapon. 

Beating the head is a sin. 

Closer than the carotid artery. 

* **y *♦ 

Beat the iron while it is hot. 

Closer than the closeness of the 

teeth to the tongue. 

Be generous to a generous person 
and you'd win him, be generous to a 
mean person and he'd rebel on you. 

rf 
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♦ 

A <L^ftiJi\J^fc^i\^ 

♦ 

Be careful of your enemy once and 
of your friend a thousand times, for a 
double crossing friend knows more 
evil. 

Be aware of the idiot, for he is like an 
old dress. 

Avoid what will require an apology. 

Avoid the company of a liar. 

Ate and praised is better than ate 
and was silence. 

Ask for a science that would be 
useful to you, would keep you from 
harm and shame, and then elevate 
you. 

(jiP ij^ iA" I' 


Arrogance over the arrogant is 
modesty. 

AiAj! 

An unshod mocks a shoe. 

An ugly woman's husband better be 
blind. 

h * 


An excuse is sometime more ugly 
than guilt. 

An excellent appearance, an empty 
pocket. 

All sunshine makes the desert. 

All strangers are relations to each 
other. 

Afar, it enraptures the heart, when 
near, it rends the gallbladder. 

Afraid of one's shadow. 
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Advice sharpens a rusty opinion. 

A word to the wise is sufficient. 

1^^ J}^ iji ^ 

A woman's belly is a garden with 
many kinds of fruit. 

A tree starts with a seed. 

h ^ 

A servant, who has two masters, lies 
to one of them. 

^ if' 

,^0y. 

A promise is a cloud; fulfillment is 
rain; and the best promise is that 
which has been proved by rain. 

{JA 6 JjL iJti 

,^/l/vLoLv 

A problem is solved when it gets 
tougher. 

1 LXfi 


A person who does not speak out 
against the wrong is a mute devil.^ 

A mother is a school, preparing her is 
like preparing a good nation. 

•* 

A mosquito can make the lion's eye 
bleed. 

.^ip/c)y6A-A 

A monkey that amuses me is better 
than ^ deer astray. 

{ 

A man who was always complaining 
was quite rightly sent to hell. 
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It is no use waiting for your ship to 
come in unless you have sent one out. 

The horse must graze where it is 
tethered. 

- ^ L**4 l/ j ^ 

i i * 

The bee, form her industry in the 
summer, eats honey all the winter. 

The beautiful is less what one sees 
than what one dreams. 

i *t i i \ 

He who does not wish for little things 
does not deserve big things. 


He who arrives too late finds the 
plate turned over. 

- ^ b* L (^ bf /(J ^ j 9 j 


Experience is the comb that nature 
gives us when we are bald. 

,c«^u£ 

Don't make use of another's mouth 
unless it has been lent to you. 

While the sheep bleats it loses its 
mouthful. 

Honor is better than honors. 

!, y y 

In the end a needle weighs heavy. 

One spot stains the whole dress. 

Truth seldom finds a home. 
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A lion cannot hear its own roar. 


Do not look where the harvest is 

A loving wife is often blessed with 

the birth of a tenth child. 

-^(3 J4*l/ 

plentiful, but where the people are kind. 

A prudent man, who knows proverbs, 
resolves problems. 

S/c/l/ ii 

God is our general in time of war. 

Someone who lies for you will also 
lie against you. 

* ^ V ^ * t 

A slipshod man wastes away in the 
midst of plenty. 

Why would you use poison if you can 
kill with honey? 

A tree does not grow from the sky. 

All people share the same ancestry. 

When an ant gets wings, it loses its 

head. 

Beautiful words don't put porridge in 
the pot. 

ij-d 

Don't be misled by the tears of a 
beggar. 

Clean your own yard first before 
asking others to clean theirs. 

rf 
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J ^ 

Two things rule the world -- reward 
and punishment. 

The eyes of all cheats are full of tears. 

He who heeds the first word of his wife 
must listen forever to the second. 

i 

During the battle you cannot lend 
your sword to anyone. 

j\^ iSJ^^ 

* y ^ 

A brave man seldom is hurt in the back. 


m f H 
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A timely "no" beats a hasty "yes." 

"(Jb"c5cJv. 

Do not put the cart before the horse. 


If god does not grant you glory, be 
content with fame. 



One man's happiness is another 
man's sadness. 

Others will measure you with the 
same rod you use to measure them. 

Cf y? iS 

The earth is not thirsty for the blood 
of the warriors but for the sweat of 
man's labor. 

You cannot cover up the sun with a 
sieve. 


You can only take out of a bag what 
was already in it. 
ul 

^ • ** y ** 

{ 

Where blood has been shed the tree 
of forgiveness cannot grow. 

The trees with most leaves will not 
necessarily produce juicy fruit. 

i )^^ O'j/iJ^iJjJ y^^J)l)bijkB)lj 

.J/ 

The poor eat meat when they bite 
their tongues. 

The joy of a poor man does not last 
long. 

Poverty is not a crime, but it's better 
not to show it. 
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A wise man learns at the fool's 

expense. 

A sleeping fox finds no meat. 

A timely "no" beats a hasty "yes." 

One who does not look ahead 

remains behind. 

7>ti 

At home saints never perform 

miracles. 

Never promise a poor person, and 

never owe a rich one. 



God writes straight even on wavy 

lines. 

Love is blind, so you have to feel 

your way. 

7\c7^ 

i * L 


Goodwill makes the road shorter. 

In the house of a blacksmith the 

ornaments are made of wood. 

Haste is the mother of imperfection. 

If it were ever to rain soup, the poor 
would only have forks. 

71 f\ 

He who knows nothing, doubts nothing. 


Words will not pollute the soup. 

» 

For every ailing foot, there is a slipper. 


An old man with a torn sleeve never 

dishonored anyone. 



rf 
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Embrace the snake and it will bite you. 



The Older one marries, the longer 
the nights. 

b*y^ ijt 

Three hundred ravens are scattered 
by one stone. 

^ A'-Xl 

He, who gets angry, grows old fast. 

ft At ii 

i ‘ i 

With a king it is the same as with fire - 
stay neither close by, nor too far away. 

It is easier to fondle lassies, than to 
cut timbers. 

Bandage up your finger and take a 
walk in the village to see how many 
medical people you will meet. 


A-i:‘ /li 

♦ 

The Blind hen, when it sees again, 
wants even to mount the cock. 

{ 

He that wills not to feed a cat feeds 
the mice. 

i *S 

Hungry bear doesn't dance. 

A good son needs no inheritance, the 
bad needs none. 

Many people wash their hands to 
have dinner with the bishop, only a 
few sit down to his table. 
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For the blind sellers there are blind 

buyers. 

** 

A person is known by the company 

he keeps. 

iSJ6 

The Stronghold is taken from within. 

The Mosquito weighs 99 kilos on his 

own scale. 

There is no boneless fish. 


Draw water from the new well, but do 

not spit in the old one. 

Gravediggers have their own grave¬ 
diggers too. 

Hasty work - shame for its creator. 

When given a kingdom, the gypsy asks: 

what about bread? 

V6*>r 

When the sea turned into honey, the 
poor man lost his spoon. 

He who lives by the sword shall die 
by the sword. 

y ♦ ^ ♦ 

He who steals the minaret shall find 

a case to hide it. 

If you are going to drown, do not try it 

in shallow water. 

ij~ ciii ^ /i ^ UL 

If you break the fast, better eat pork, 

not curds. 

^ S ijl Z—iy ej}j *— f\ 

Take a big bite, but don't say a big word. 

Talk of the devil-and the devil appears. 

rf 
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The Hump is straightened only by 
the grave. 

A Single hand cannot wash itself 

even in the Danube River. 


God promises a safe landing but not 
a smooth passage. 

6 ^L-/ot 6'>iyi i'/iLb? u 

The nice apples are always eaten by 
nasty pigs. 

The wolf has a thick neck, because 

he does his job on his own. 

Drop by drop - a whole lake becomes. 

They do not want him in the village, 
he asks for the priest's house. 

He who lies, hangs from a gallows - 
he who does not, hangs twice. 

f.si 

L * h 

Xii 

We had a dog, it helped the wolf. 

What the devil is unable to do, he 

asks a woman to do. 

If only youth had knowledge and old 
age ability. 

^ii‘k; y 

If the priest is used to get drunk, the 
people do not sober at all. 
ji /iijJr,Jl 

,£y:ud 

A lie has no legs. 

Do not put all eggs in one basket. 

A lie's legs are short. 


One swallow doesn't make a spring. 

rf 
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Don't cry at somebody else's grave. 

The meek lamb sucks from two 
mothers. 

He who does not work, must not eat. 

\:{/ /.si 

Water washes up everything but 
shame. 

^ U/V (3 L 

Not every nun becomes Mother 
Superior. 

Death is closer than the shirt. 



Go hunting for rabbits-be eaten by 
wolves. 



He who keeps his old clothes, gains 
new ones too. 


He who undertakes too many jobs 
does none. 

Where shepherds are lots, sheep are 



If you let everyone walk over you, 
then you become a carpet. 

A word makes no hole, a pinch tears 
no underskirt. 

.(3vVc^ 

Tell the blind he is eyeless, and he 
will get mad at you. 

J^l. 

The old man is not asked where he 
aches, but why he does not ache there. 

He that believes in dreams pastures 
the winds. 
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They said to the fox, the fox said to 

its tail. 

If you want apples, you have to 

shake the trees. 

If your neighbor's house is on fire, 
make haste to put out the fire in your 

own house. 
if-/ 

God gives but does not lock the 
gate. 

i 

The wife carries the husband on her 

face; the husband carries the wife on 

Bad weather gets better, a bad man 

never does. 

his clothes. 

(X(>*^ (3^ />*-> (jfi: 

The Bad tax-collector will sell one of 

your oxen, the good one - both. 

The crow pecks at the ox to clean it- 

not to feed from it. 

Grapes do not grow in a willow tree. 

If you light one candle for God, then 
you must light two for the devil. 

*? *f ^ 

^Ui6ik 

The fox falls into the trap only once. 

LAjifA^iiS )*J 

Give me, mother, luck at my birth, 
then throw me if you will on the 
rubbish hea|D. 

The eye that sees all things else, 

sees not itself. 

You want to annoy the devil stay silent. 

1 


rf 
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Seize the opportunity by the beard, 

for it is bald behind. 

One does not get crucified, one 

crucifies oneself. 

From walking-something: from sitting¬ 
nothing. 

If you can kiss the mistress, never 

kiss the maid. 

If you have no enemies think then 
that your own mother might have 

produced one. 

* 

— 


A word about to be spoken is like a 
stone that is ready to be thrown. 

When the Turk becomes richer he 

From the promise to the deed is a 
day's journey. 

takes another wife. 

Mother Nature, time and patience are 

the three best doctors. 

If you go to sleep with the blind, you'll 
wake up squinting. 

ij^ f/c/* y Zl (jf y ^ 1 /( 

♦ ♦ 

.L 

If you call one wolf, you invite the pack. 

An axe without a shaft is no threat to 

the forest. 


A lion lurks in everyone's heart; awake 

him not. 

Whip the saddle and give the mule 
something to think about it. 

iAjjiC (4 /r^ 

Only other people's eggs are double 
yoked. 

rf 
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<L^\} iS)jj iS/ia ^ 


If you can't be good, be careful. 

♦ 

A crow will never be a dove. 

If you can't beat em, join em. 

♦ 

Pretty wife, old wine -- many friends. 


No hero without a wound. 

A fortress surrenders from within. 



The earth is man's only friend. 

, ^ j j (5c^ 1^* ( ^C/“ V P 

h 


A gentle word opens an iron gate. 


The neighbor's chicken is a duck. 


A song belongs to no one. ^ 


Two happy days are seldom brothers. 


God does not pay every Saturday. 


If you cannot serve, you cannot rule. 



rf 
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There's only 2 ways: go crazy, or go 
extraordinary. 


You cannot be lucky forever. 


An unmarried woman is not honored, 
even if she has 10 brothers. 


One can't die if he's brave. Even 
when he dies his name lasts forever. 
i/J y y* y*(J^ dJ^ 


You can be a king, if you are brave. 


Don't use up your arrows before you 
go to battle. 




Two may become enemies, when 
their ideas are the same. 


The child who is given everything he 
asks for usually won't succeed in life. 


You fail if you're afraid 

1 jLti') ^ A 


Anyone can fancy his bed as a palace. 


Fisherman near fisherman. Hunter 
near hunter. 





A good character is real beauty that 
never fades. 

Strength is defeated by a strong 
strategy. 

Wise man's anger never comes out. 
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A diligent person will soon prosper. 

, ^ b* J / (5 A (i 

Calling out for mother, only when you 
stumble. 

If you like what you are doing, nothing is 
too far and no job is too hard. 

/4^yI 

Wisdom is in the books. 

h • 

Do use a needle in time, or you might 
need an axe later. 

J d*"^. JL^I c)}j, / i}y 

Beware of a man's shadow and a 
bee's sting. 

Do not bathe if there is no water. 

,(jf L/c:^ y L/i 

An inflated idea can burst the bubble 
of your happiness. 


A man with little learning is like the 
frog who thinks its pond is an ocean. 

i 

A good tree can lodge ten thousand 
birds. 

A child without a mother is like a fish 
in shallow water. 

.Jtiii 

He who carries too much tenderness 
will become a slave. 

The more you know, the luckier you 
get. 

He who carries the word "no" with 
him will never be poor even when he 
is old. 

b*.?? 

The monkey never complains that he 
has no comb. 
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Only the sufferers know how their 
bellies ache. 

The life of a guest is seven days. 


Once the cattle have been split up, 
then the tiger strikes. 

- ^1-k—«^( 

Doctors must be old and lawyers 
must be young. 

.U^If2^yrcJixj{ 

The least boy always carries the 
biggest fiddle. 

KJ* L*4^v- 

Often a branch is broken off the tree 
by the one who has rested in its 
shadow. 

4-(3" ^4 (//(i^ 

i 

The talkers aren't strong; the strong 
don't talk. 


The hero appears only when the tiger 
is dead. 

It is as difficult to win love as it is to 
pack salt in pine needles. 

(/!>!/ 

The blind person is not afraid of 
ghosts. 


If you trust before you try, you will 
repent before you die. 

l^/j\hL ^ J\f\ 


Sugarcane is always sweet people 
only sometimes so. 



If you take big paces you leave big 
spaces. 

-(J! (J; 

They call their aunt only when her 
cucumbers are ripe. 
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Sparrows who emulate peacocks are 
likely to break a thigh. 

ijb iSj k/"(iy.(y. (5 Oijy ^ Ui% 

Worthless people blame their karma. 

You can't get rice by pounding bran. 

Jj A (->! 

If you don't have a brain, join the 
army: if you don't have rice, use 

beans instead. 

I.) (5 t/i iji Jjk t/L S\A ‘.J- 

Old oxen like soft grass. 

One sesame seed won't make oil. 

There is no cure for an unknown illness. 

Only tall things cast shadows. 

If a centipede loses a leg, it can still 
walk. jf 

The anger of the prudent never shows. 

The learned are apt to be taciturn. 

^lA if 

Only your real friends will tell you 
when your face is dirty. 

/*->! ^ t 

V I "f V * 

Too many doctors caused the boy's 

death. 

He who comes from hell is not afraid 

of hot ashes. 

Where there is love, there is peace. 

Bad children? Guilty parents! 



rf 
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An elephant does not get tired 
carrying his trunk. 

A mother's wrath does not survive 
the night. 

Don't tell any more fairy tales when 
the child has gone to sleep. 

Where there is love there is no 
darkness. 

« 

Two lightning flashes cannot come 
from one cloud. 

4^1 

The reception has more value than 
the invitation. 

The lazy one is pregnant in the 
sowing season. 


f y*{j' 0''*”^9j 

The fetus that is afraid of criticism is 
never born. 


If you are dancing with your rivals, 
don't close your eyes. 

^ * '' ^ V 



If a young woman says no to marriage 
just wait until her breasts sag. 

Dogs don't love people; they love the 
place where they are fed. 

e:L^ Si O' cS 

, ^ b* U j b J L^(J; 

Better to kiss an ugly woman than to 
lick yourself. 

* «♦ 
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Don't reject the crooked road and 
don't take the straight one, instead 
take the one traveled by the 

ancestors. 

.(jf l>J i jM i 

-if 1^1 

Negotiate a river by following its 
bends; enter a country by following 

its customs. 

The immature rice stalk stands erect, 

while the mature stalk, heavy with 
grain, bends over. 

Don't take rich people as examples. 

Don't take the straight path or the 
winding path. 

Cultivate a heart of love that knows 

no anger. 

If you are patient in a moment of 
anger, you will spare yourself one 
hundred days of tears. 

A husband should not talk of pretty 
girls in front of his wife. 

P' ^iS^\ ^X}\^ 

If you know a lot, know enough to 
make them respect you, if you are 
stupid, be stupid enough so they can 
pity you. 

If you are doing wrong, make sure 
you don't get fat from it. 

if \ S ‘JL 

i 

rf 
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You don't have to cut a tree down to 

get at the fruit. 

♦ 


The boat sails by, the shore remains. 

You can't claim heaven as your own 
if you are just going to sit under it. 

2^/u^ 


With water make rivers, with rice 

make armies. 

^ j U) 1<L.5^(3 L 


The tiger depends on the forest; the 
forest depends on the tiger. 


People give, but don't be in a hurry to 

take. 


Don't shoot people you hate; don't 
lend to those you love. 

♦ 


Don't let women who attract attention 

walk behind you. 


Active hands, full bellies. 



rf 
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By trying repeatedly, the monkey 
learns how to jump from the tree. 

^ J jXf', ‘ ^ /jIA 

^ ^ ♦ ♦ 

If the fight is tomorrow, then why 
should you clench your fist today? 

* ** y < 

If you ask questions, you cannot 
avoid answers. 

* *s ♦ • *$ 


Lying can get you a wife, but it won't 
keep her. 


No matter how fast a man is, he can 
not outrun his shadow. 

The heart of the wise man lies quiet 
like limpid water. 


The folly of a man is not broadcast 
like that of a woman. 




If love is a sickness, patience is the 
remedy. 

- y ^ (jv 

i i 

The flood takes him in, and the ebb 
takes him out. 


If everyone is going to dance, who, 
then, would watch? 

The fire cannot be put out with your 
hands. 

However swift a man, he will not 
outstrip his shadow. 
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If you do not step on the dog's tail, he 
will not bite you. 

£:l/\c) } ^] /cA cbf/l^ 

♦ 

{ 

One father can feed seven children, 

but seven children cannot feed one 

father. 

^ i . ‘t • r 

,^ijiijj/ 

Every smart man is an ignoramus 
who abuses his ignorance. 
b//c^ 

The darkness of night cannot stop 
the light of morning. 

/if 

A friend is worth more than a brother. 

- ^ (3^ 9^ (3 j 

You come with a cat and call it a rabbit. 

♦ 

When the poor man sets a trap only 
his dog gets caught. 

i 

She is like a road - pretty, but crooked. 

It is better to be the victim of injustice 
than to be unjust yourself. 

Better a mistake at the beginning 

than at the end. 

A building of sand falls as you build it. 

You cannot produce one human 
being without uniting two bodies. 

There is no doctor on the day you die. 

Rain does not fall on one roof alone. 

-.f J.if/ y^fA 

If the panther knew how much he is 

feared, he would do much more harm. 

• 

When the vine entwines your roof, it 

is time to cut it down. 
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A bird that allows itself to be caught 
will find a way of escaping. 

i/r S 


Thought is free and breaks the heart. 

i i 


Water always finds a way out. 


A chattering bird builds no nest. 


Beauty is an empty calabash. 

i 


Better little than too little. 

i 


Knowledge is better than riches. 


Singing birds don't build nests. 

2^/^ A LA 


The cricket cries, the year changes^ 

, ^ bf V P > (J bf V 

i * i 


\ 
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You are beautiful; but learn to work, 
for you cannot eat your beauty. 

The nuts from a palm tree don't fall 
without dragging a few leaves with it. 

♦ • 

Lower your head modestly while 
passing, and you will harvest bananas. 

^ ♦♦ \ y y ^ 

Don't buy a boat that is underwater. 

♦ • 

The portion that a man keeps for 
himself is usually not the smallest. 

A priest sees people at their best, a 
lawyer at their worst, but a doctor sees 
them as they really are. 

‘A t/ 

Man is like palm-wine: when young, 
sweet but without strength; in old 
age, strong but harsh. 

y ^ 

You do not teach the paths of the 
forest to an old gorilla. 

An idiot will cross an ox with an 

elephant. 

A iL^f ij\f 

Love is like a baby: it needs to be 
treated tenderly. 

You inherit from the dead, not from 

the sick. 

A pretty face and fine clothes do not 

make character. 

rf 
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Wood may remain ten years in the 

water, but it will never become a 

crocodile. 

^V ^ ^ V (3 L J1/l/j ^ (i ^ 

A house with two keys is worth 
nothing. 

When the bee comes to your house, 
let her have beer; you may want to 
visit the bee's house some day. 

^\1 lS\ / 

The iron never takes advice from the 

hammer. 

* 

Let him speak who has seen with his 

eyes. 

The fly has no pity for the thin man. 

1 own a cow in heaven, but 1 cannot 

drink her milk. 

‘Oft ^ 1* ^ lA iJC iA 

A little subtleness is better than a lot 

of force. 

Woe to the high spirited bride whose 

mother-in-law is still alive. 

A cat goes to a monastery, but she 

still remains a cat. 

i ^ i * 

The impotent man does not eat spicy 

foods. 

The snake and the crab don't sleep 

in the same hole. 

If you tell people to live together, you 
tell them to quarrel. 

fc" c/? 1 y <ti / /u/^ ^f/i 

-d4 

The flesh of a young animal tastes flat. 

He who is free of faults, will never die. 

rf 
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What is said over the dead lion's 
body, could not be said to him alive. 

Pride goes only as far as one can spit. 

iPjPl}/Mi^ h, / 

He who doesn't like chattering women 
must stay a bachelor. 

A pretty basket does not prevent 
worries. 

- (3 ^ ^ J xi 4 “ (i 

The white man never forgets Europe. 

♦ 

Lovers do not hide their nakedness. 

One day of hunger is not starvation. 

Sleep is the cousin of death. 

The absent are always in the wrong. 

A A 


The watched chicken never lays. 

A single bracelet does not jingle. 

Children are the reward of life. 

Who sits down is a cripple. 

I i t 

Death does not sound a trumpet. 

Without war there can be no peace. 

yti 
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A good friend is worth more than a 

bad brother. 

•* 

The devil can make a pot but he 

can't make a lid. 

i 

Don't measure a wolfs tail until he is 

dead. 

As soon as she set her down she 

said that she was tired. 

-if 6 if' 

If you ask for too much at once, you 
will come home with an empty bag. 

^s)ljJ^i 

You may boast to strangers, but tell 
the truth to your own people. 

* ♦ 

Save three pieces of gold and the 
fourth one will fall into your lap. 

J^/ 

It is easy for someone to talk about 
fasting when he has a full belly. 

A guest will not know what fasting 

means. 

The drunkard thinks of only one thing 
and the barman of something else. 

Woe to him who sits upon a branch. 

i i * 

Better a bad harvest than a bad 

neighbor. 

Much more than you have sown will 
grow in your garden. 

rf 
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A good horse has many faults; a bad 
one has hardly any. 

- Jjyf 

Without money one cannot go any 
where, not even to church. 

It is better to work in your own land 
than to count your money abroad. 

6u^ 

With a full belly it is easy to talk 
about fasting. 

It is better to be a bull for a year than 
a cow for a hundred years. 

Where the army goes there is no grass. 

If sorrow would not talk it would die. 


Where right has no power -- there 
power likes to be. 

His whole life he carried his wife on 
his back. 

To follow everyone is wrong; to 
follow no one is worse. 

God does not love those who have 
not suffered. 

L“/^ 

The udder of a neighbor's cow is 
always bigger. 

Feed your horse as a friend, mount 
him as aji enemy. 

The starving man will never burn his 
bread. 

Even a dog will not eat a leg without 
flesh. 
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The hunchback sees the hump of 

others--never his own. 


Check before you bite if it is bread or 

a stone. 


The more eggs, the thicker the soup. 

*« •* 


An empty barrel sings in the wind. 


Better be in debt than in shame. 


Every bird has a hawk above it. 


Lies never pay the toll. 


No solutions without discussions. 


Polite words open iron gates. 
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A crow sits next to a crow. 

( 

Don't extinguish something that does 
not burn you. 


In a healthy body, a healthy spirit. 

The way to be safe is never to feel 
secure. 

• y * ^ 


If you buy things you don't need, you 
are stealing from yourself. 




The blacksmith's horse has no horse 
shoes. 




God's mills mill slowly, but purely. 

6 J. .. <. 



Love is sweet captivity. 

, CjjA 

i ** 


There are no cakes without work. 


You will use in the old what you have 
learned young. 

.LuJ 

A crow will not peck out a crow's eyes. 


Better a lie that soothes than a truth 
that hurts. 

h L i 

Guest and fish stinks at third day. 


Don't go to the pub without money. 




Many dogs, rabbit's death. 












Page 127 of 310 


When in need, you shall know a friend. 

Do not buy with your ears but with 

your eyes. 

, jyV 

Cleanliness is half your health. 

(3^ 

i *f 

Wait for a month before you praise a 
horse, and for a year before you 
praise a woman. 
j3i ir ^ / 6 

Nothing seems expensive on credit. 

-tf 

A dog that barks doesn't bite. 

i 

Laws without punishment are like 

bells with no clackers. 

It is usually dark below the candle 

stick. 

.L)b\ 


Choose your woman with a velvet 
glove, but control her with a fist of iron. 

e:L^LJC'3^ iSj 

After a battle, everyone is a general. 

Don't be a lion in your own house. 

There can be no judge without an 

accused. 

Consider each day of your life to be 

the best. 

^j'^/j3^ d(X( 

Joy and sorrow sleep in the same bed. 

Hope is a great breakfast but a poor 

dinner. 

Good memories last long, bad ones 
last longer. 
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It is not the thief who is hanged, but 
one who was caught stealing. 

Better a lie which heals than a truth 
which wounds. 

,^l-/ 

i 

The wedding lasts for two or three 
days, but the trouble stays longer. 

Jijiijt 

If a woman doesn't know what she 
has to answer then the sea is dry. 

i 

Extol the virtue of water, but drink wine. 

‘if 

All rivers do their best for the sea. 

Wisdom is easy to carry but difficult 
to gather. ^ 

i i ^ 


The God who gave us teeth will also 
give us bread. 


Don't jump high in a room with a low 
ceiling. 

Against the beastly human being 
even the gods are powerless. 

When you go to buy, use your eyes, 
not your ears. 

The Germans in the stable, the 
Czech in the kitchen and the French 
in bed. 

If you do good to the Devil, out of 
gratitude he will deliver you to hell. 

jL£ 

A good neighbor increases the value 
of your property. 

I ^ ** • ^ ** ** V 

The first sin makes the bed for the 
second. 
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P* 


Joyfulness is half your health. 


^ ♦ 


Long tongue — short hands. 

The law has a nose of wax. 

Wars are caused by women and 
priests. ^ 

A custom wears a shirt of iron. 

A sweaty foot seldom comes alone. 
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A bad worker quarrels with his tools. 

/jij iji I 11 


A beautiful flower is incomplete 
without its leaves. 


A dog will jump over a wall when 
cornered. 

A donkey has limited abilities. 

i 


A big tree attracts the gale. 

i * 


A dry finger cannot pick up salt. 


A Buddha made of mud crossing a 
river cannot protect even himself. 


if- 




A child's words have no guile. 

A courtyard common to all will be 
swept by none. 


A day of reading is a day of gain; a day 
without reading is ten days of loss. 


A fire cannot be wrapped with paper. 


A flying moth throws itself into a fire. 

h 

A fool's heart is found in his mouth. 

, ^ b* U ^ I^'l:? lii:: 

A fox borrows the tiger's might. 

A friend made is a road paved; an 
enemy created is^a wall built. 

by^jy.jbkre/*'bbr 
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A full bottle makes no sound; a half¬ 
bottle sloshes around. 

y.(i/ 

i 

A little impatience spoils great plans. 

A gem is not polished without rubbing, 
nor a man made perfect without trials^ 

A load of books does not equal one 
good teacher. 

A hobbling cat is better than a fast 
horse when rats swarm the palace. 

A long march starts from the very 
first step. 

A honeyed mouth hides a daggered 

heart. 

« 

A man of honor will feel ashamed by 
a single question to which he does 

not know the answer. 
iiL^f 

A hundred "no's" are less painful than 
one insincere "yes." 

'o[ 

A man should choose a friend who is 

better than himself. 

A journey of a thousand miles must 
begin with a single step. 


A man who cannot tolerate small 

misfortunes can never accomplish 
great things. 

si 0^1.57. {}}€ /. ij)i k^l 

A kind word warms for three winters. 

A life with love is happy; a life for 

love is foolish. 

rf 
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A man who has committed a mistake 

and doesn't correct it is committing 

another mistake. 

6/'«j 

A single tree makes no forest; one 
string makes no music. 

A smile makes you ten years younger. 

i 

A man's fortune must first be changed 

from within. 

•« 

A smile worth a thousand ounces of 

gold. . 

A man's greed is like a snake that 
wants to swallow an elephant. 

A spectator sees more than a player 
in the heat of a game. 

A mouse-catching dog steps on the 
cats' paws. 

^ * L 

A thief cries "Stop thief!". 

6 * 

A needle is sharp only at one end. 

A watched flower never blooms, while a 

carelessly planted willow grows into 

shade. 

A one hundred yard high tower still 
has its foundation on the ground. 

l/' Jf4 

^ 

A year's harvest counts on spring; a 

man's success counts on his 

diligence. 

A Quarter of an hour is worth more 

than a thousand gold coins. 


rf 
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All things change, and we change 
with them. 

^ 1 / 4ZI- ijl jii ‘iji (*^ 

An ambassador bears no blame. 

An ant may well destroy a dam. 

Any book you open will benefit your 
mind. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

Anyone can buy a good house, but 
good neighbors are priceless. 

Be frugal in prosperity, fear not in 
adversity. 

Be slow to promise but quick to perform. 

J^/iJiO J*" 1^/tJ£ i 

Beat the grass to frighten the snakes. 

Beauty is the wisdom of women. 

i 


Before you beat the dog, find out the 
name of his master. 

Before you plan to improve the world, 
look around your own house three 
times. 

Xiji 

Better to learn one thing well than to 
know ten superficially. 

Better to light one small candle than 
to curse the darkness. 

Compromise is always a temporary 
achievement. 

Crisis brings opportunity and change. 

Diligence is the vehicle on the paths 
of Mountains of Books; endurance is 
the vessel on the courses of the 
Seas of Learning. 

(J^ iJijXy ^ ^ Jifij 

i 








Page 134 of 310 


J 

Disasters never come alone. 

Don't hit one on the face. 

Don't mention the word "dwarf" in 
front of a short person. 

Drunkenness does not produce faults; 
it discovers them. 

Even a rabbit will bite when it is 
cornered. 

Even for a tree of 10000 feet, it's 
leaves return to the root when they 
fall. 

Even the powerful ox has no defense 
against flies. 

Every bird likes his own nest best. 

ti A 

I • — f *y * 


Every book must be chewed to get 
out its juice. 

Everything has its beauty but not 
everyone sees it. 

Failure is the mother of success. 

i ♦ 

Fallen leaves return to the root. 

Faults and virtues are but two sides 
of the same coin. 

Fight only when you can win; move 
away when you cannot. 

Fight poison with poison. 

Fish cannot survive in absolutely 
Clearwater. 

tjji tx 
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J 

Flowers leave some of their fragrance 
in the hand that bestows them. 

r. JL J"- iS 

Flowers look different in different eyes. 

Follow the good and learn their ways. 

-jt- Td-- 

Fool me once, shame on you; fool 
me twice, shame on me. 

Fortune has a fickle heart and a 
short memory. 

Friendship between gentlemen appears 
indifferent but is pure like water. 

Fruits of the same tree have different 
tastes; children of the same mother 
have various qualities. 


A 


Going to law is losing a cow for the 
sake of a cat. 

Good deeds never leave home, bad 
ones echo a thousand miles. 

Good will be rewarded with good and 
evil with evil; it is only a matter of 
time. 

^ I V 

i 

Great wealth is a gift from heaven; 
moderate wealth results from frugality. 

Happiness is something to do, some¬ 
thing to love, something to hope for. 

Happy is the man without sickness. 

He that once deceives is ever suspected. 
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He who does not feed his cat will 

feed rats. 

Hidden dragons, crouching tigers. 

If a girl seems as shy as a mouse, 
you still have to look out for the tiger 

within her. 

He who is drowned is not troubled by 

the rain. 

He who knows he is a fool is not a 

big fool. 

i ^ i 1 ‘ •* 

If a man does only what is required 
of him, he is a slave. 

i 

He who plays with fire may become 

its victim. 

f.sj 

If a man plants melons he will reap 

melons: if he sows beans, he will 

reap beans. 

It iifv.i jO'^t jO 

He who restrains his appetite avoids 

debt. 

He who rides the tiger can never 

dismount. 

If at home you receive no visitors, 
then abroad you will have no host. 

Heaven lent you a soul Earth will lend 

a grave. 

ij\yi 

If everyone swept the pavement in 
front of his house, the whole street 

would be clean. 

Help the needy but not the poor. 
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If heaven drops you a date, it must 
be received with an open mouth. 



If you have never done anything 
wrong, you should not be worrying 
about devils to knock at your door. 

If one eats less, one will taste more. 

, j y L“ 

If the dog leads the man, the man is 

blind. 

((i jfy b*/(3 

i i 

If you have nothing to do, go home 
early. 

6 ‘Jy /\ 

If there is beauty in character, there 
will be harmopy in the home. 

If you suspect someone, don't employ 
them; if you employ someone, don't 
suspect them. 

If wishes were horses, beggars 

would ride. 

, \ij\y ijj iy, l‘Ji fi (y f\ 

If you want 1 year of prosperity, grow 
grain. 

if f 

If you accommodate others, you will 
be accommodating yourself. 

f ¥. ^\f\ 

i 

If you want a crop for one year, grow 
grain; if you want a crop for ten years, 
grow a tree; if you want a crop for a 
hundred years, grow men. 

i f 

If you are planning for one year, grow 

rice. 

If you do not want anyone to know, 

do not do it. 
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If you want happiness for an hour -- 
take a nap. 

I ^ *s *$ 

If you want to avoid being cheated, 
ask for prices at three different stores. 

If you want to find out about the road 
ahead, then ask about it from those 
coming back. 

If you want to know someone's 
character, look at the friends he keeps. 

If you want to know your past, look 
into your present conditions. 

If you want your children to have a 
peaceful life, let them suffer a little 
hunger and a little coldness. 

‘Ui 6^^ 6 o“i' ^f/i 

i *S *t 

One failure leads to another; so does 
success. 


♦ *• 

One false step brings everlasting 
grief. 

b*D 

One guest does not trouble two hosts. 

iiddf ^1 

One joy shatters a hundred grieves. 



One justice can overpower a 
hundred evils. 

, ^ f ^ Ip 4 J £ ( y. y l:? U* ( 

One palm makes no applause. 

One step in the wrong direction will 
cause you a thousand years of regret. 

One who asks a question is a fool for 
five minutes: one who does not ask a 
question remains a fool forever. 

9i ’^0: L^f)^ i/i dj 4 

i * • 
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One who knows the limit knows true 
happiness. 

, ^ P ^ P 9 J 

One who walks along a river frequently 
cannot avoid getting his shoes wet. 



One who would pick the roses must 
bear with the thorns. 

i 

One's son is clever while the neighbor 
is suspicious. 

i - *9 ♦ 

One's true nature is revealed in time 
of difficulty. 

Only fools seek credit from the 
achievements of their ancestors. 

Only your shadow knows your true 
height. 


Our enemies teach us life's most 
valuable lesson. 

** i* 

Peace and tranquility are a thousand 
gold pieces. 

People fool themselves. 

Pouring oil on the fire is not the way 
to quench it. 

Praise the sea, but keep on land. 

Prescribe the right medicine for a 
symptom. 

Pure gold does not fear furnace. 

Rage is not without reason. 



Read critically, and you will find each 
word worth a thousand ounces of gold. 
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- (jf 9 j L*^ 2—y 

-ci(37' jv 

Remember to dig the well long before 
you get thirsty. 

Talk doesn't cook rice. 

* ♦ 

Teach your descendants the two 
proper roads - literature and farming. 

Riddance of evil must be thorough. 

Road is made by people walking on 
the ground. 

Teachers open the door but you must 
walk through it yourself. 

♦ 

Sleep is the brother of Death. 

i 

i 

Ten years of oblivion in school may 
bring you fame overnight. 

Sometimes life can be as bitter as 

dragon tears. 

i 

That which is quickly acquired is 
easily lost. 

, ^ L“ ^7" |^(j A ^ ^ l/c/" W A 7 9^ 

Stir the grass and alert the snake. 

j\^ ft 

strong souls have willpower, weak 
ones only desires. 

The best time to plant a tree was 20 

years ago. 

Success in the end erases all the 

mistakes along the way. 

The company of the wicked is like 
living in a fish market; one becomes 

used to the foul odor. 


rf 
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i • ^ 

The dog that has bitten bites again. 

The emperor is the father of his 
people, not a master to be served by 
slaves. 



The gem of the sky is the sun; the 
gem of the house is the child. 

The gods cannot help those who do 
not seize opportunities. 

,<LLctf 

The great wall stands; the builder is 
gone. 

The little pot is soonest hot. 

The man who comes with a talk 
about others has himself an ax to 
grind. 


The man who says it can't be done 
should not interrupt the person doing it. 

lj)f 9i 

i ^ 

The mighty tree must catch the wind. 

The more you sweat in Peacetime, 
the less you bleed during War. 

The more you try to cover things up, 
the more exposed they will be. 

9i ‘(L^ /iS ^ 

The one who removed the mountain 
was the one who began carrying 
away stones. 

The person who has never been 
cheated cannot be a good 
businessman. 

9}l{/ij^ 9} 



The person who is his own master 
cannot tolerate another boss. 
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The remedy for dirt is soap and water. 

, ^ (3 L V j U ^ (J ^ 

The wolf barks in vain at the moon. 

A' 

The saddest thing is the death of the 

heart. 

, ^ b9 j/* (J ^ 

There are two perfect men; one dead, 

and the other unborn. 

1 ‘d 

j^d^ 

The tongue is soft but constantly 
remains; the teeth are hard yet they 

fall out. 

Adi^ 

Think before you speak but do not 
speak all that you think. 

tidyy'^'d y 

The tongue like a sharp knife...kills 
without drawing blood. 

Those who bully the weak are 
cowards before the strong. 

The trees want to remain quiet, but 
the wind will not stop. 

L *s 

Those who do not read are no better 

off than those who cannot. 

The water that bears the ship is the 
same that engulfs it. 

/vLf^>^(3b 

Those who play with fire may 

become its victims. 

The wise man shapes himself to 
circumstances as water shapes itself 

to the vessel that contains it. 

Those who seek revenge must 
remember to dig two graves. 

,d^ jA. y^idi^'^d-d 


rf 








Page 143 of 310 


Those who set their minds on virtue 
will do no evil. 

, (3 < 6 ^ j 9 

Those who take medicine and neglect 
their diet waste the skill of the physician. 

9i Ji A/k-X/ iSj di ^ (3*-’-’ 9-’ 

Three simple shoemakers equal one 
brilliant strategist. 

Time is like a river - it flows by and 
doesn't return. 

,L**I cA 

To cultivate trees, you need 10 years. 

To enjoy a grander sight, climb to a 
greater height. 

-(A 

To know one's self is to know others, 
for heart can understand heart. 


To scrape the light off one's face. 

i * i ' 


True words may not be pleasant, 
pleasant words may not be true. 

Unless there is opposing wind, a kite 
cannot rise. 

,{PfiLp 

Wake not a sleeping lion. 

,dip:c^/p^y 

War is Death's feast. 

i 

Water thrown out is hard to put back 
into the container. 

c^>Ld\ d'^^id" jP'dviilif i^^/rL 

We can move the entire mountain 
one piece at a time. 

We know the worth of water when 
the well is dry. 

What appears beautiful is not always 
good for you. 
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What is lighter than a feather? The 

wind. 

When you lift your hand to strike, you 
are three-tenths lower than your 
opponent. 

^ ^ '* * *s * 

What is told into the ear of a man is 

often heard a hundred miles away. 
iifiy 

( 

Whether we walk quickly or slowly, 

the road remains the same. 

ft 

What the superior man seeks in himself, 

the small man seeks in others. 

Jiy j j. 

h 

Who tells me of my faults is my 
teacher: who tells me of my virtues 

does me harm. 

A?. 6/: A?. 

i *i i ** 

When joy is extreme, it is the 
forerunner of grief. 

Wine does not intoxicate a man — a 

man intoxicates himself. 

When people are no longer afraid of 
death, there is no use threatening 

them with it? 

l/ ijUi - {j /ijUi / 

L**.>r 

i 


With money you are a dragon; with 

no money, a worm. 

♦ ♦ 

^JL 

When you fall into a pit, you either 
die or get out. 

/7 L L Zl (jf L'/y L y (j! (3 ^ 

Without the aid of the divine, man 

cannot walk even an inch. 

- ‘--^1 Z 1^*1Zl- 
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Words are mere bubbles of water, 

but deeds are drops of gold. 


For the sake of one good action, a 

hundred evil ones should be 

forgotten. 

Words are sounds of the heart. 

You can be cautious of the future, but 

not of the past. 

♦ 

For people who love even water is 

sweet. 

You can't be the head of a family 
unless you show yourself both stupid 

and deaf. 

For each man produced by heaven, 
earth provides a grave. 

Exaggeration is to paint a snake and 
add legs. 

b/i U( l^'bbtyr^c^^ 

Girls marry to please parents, widows to 
please themselves. 

‘Ui d/6>^ ^ ^L/l// fijj 

♦ • 

Don't trust your wife until she has 
borne you ten sons. 

bj yUr ^ (Sj 

Four things come not back: the 
spoken word, the spent arrow, the 
past life, and the neglected 
opportunity. 

1/ l/i Uvj(4>*;(3^ 

Every day cannot be a feast of 

lanterns. 

Forget the favors you have given; 

remember those received. 

Even the most beautiful morning can 
not bring back the evening. 

rf 
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Even a sheep with the skin of a tiger 
is afraid of the wolf. 

Even a big elephant can be caught 
in one female hair. 

Empty the clear path to heaven, 
crowded the dark road to hell. 

Eighteen daughters beautiful as 
goddesses are not as good as one 
crippled son. 

Easy to know men's faces, not their 
hearts. 


Easier to rule a nation than a son. 

b/(il 


Easier to bend the body than the will. 


Each generation will reap what the 
former generation has sown. 

Don't waste too many stones on one 
bird. 


Don't waste good iron for nails or 
good men for soldiers. 






Don't use oiled paper to wrap up fire. 


Don't strike a flea on a tiger's head. 



Don't promise something when you 
are full of joy; don't answer letters 
when you are full of anger. 

♦ 

♦ 

Don't look back when you are 
walking along the edge of a wall. 

Don't let the falcon loose until you 
see the hare. 
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Don't climb a tree to catch a fish. 





Donkey's lips don't fit onto a horse's 
mouth. 


Dogs have so many friends because 
they wag their tails, not their tongues. 

-dP(Xi/ 


Do something good and your neighbor 
will never know, do something bad and 
they will hear about it a hundred miles 
away. 

ryLi (3/ 

-Jl.iji-tj' d'-i. _ 

Do not trust a person who claims to 
be honest, and never trust exagge¬ 
rated friendliness. 


Do not tear down the east wall to 
repair the west. 


Do not remove a fly from your 
friend's forehead with a hatchet. 

Do not insult the crocodile until you 
have crossed the river. 


Do not forget little kindnesses and do 
not remember small faults. 




Better the devil you know than the 
devil you don't. 



Do not fear going forward slowly; 
fear only to stand still. ^ 


Do not dress in clothes made of 
leaves when going to put out a fire. 


- ^ l/^ y j 


Do not confine your children to your 
own learning, for they were born in 
another time. 

dJ ijiiti jp a jS (..Jr ^ ^ 








Page 148 of 310 


Do not anxiously hope for that which 
is not yet come; do not vainly regret 
what is already past. 

-j./iij 

Do everything at the right time and 
one day will seem like three. 

Defeat isn't bitter if you dop't swallow it. 

Do not answer a fool according to his 
folly, or you will be like him yourself. 

Distant water won't help to put out a 

fire close at hand. 

^ 1-jA' /k-/f ^ ^ 

Do not allow the sheep to die for a 
halfpenny of tar. 

^ ^ (SJ 

** * * ♦ 

• 

Distance tests a horse's strength; 

time reveals a marl's character. 

Do not all you can; spend not all you 
have; believe not all you hear; and 

tell not all you know. 

^ ^7 I'i/ dj ^ i/i^ ^ ti {Jl 

-jfb. 

Deer-hunter, waste not your arrow 

on the hare. 

Deep doubts, deep wisdom; small 

doubts, little wisdom. 

,(7(34‘ J^74:c7i5 / 

Do not add legs to the snake after 
you have finished drawing it. 


Deal with the faults of others as 

gently as with your own. 

Do good, reap good; do evil, reap evil. 


rf 
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Dangerous enemies will meet again 

in narrow streets. 

• 

Better to satisfy the body than to 

tarnish the soul. , 

Curse your wife at evening, sleep 
alone at night. 

Better to light a candle than to curse 

the darkness. 

Count not what is lost but what is left. 

Better to be a dog in peacetime that 

a man in wartime. 

Choose your inn before dark, get 

back on the road before dawn. 

6 (X( ir ^ y:f>*' 

Better the cottage where one is 
merry than the palace where one 

weeps. 

y^(j A’yf {jj 

♦ 

^yiij / 

Cheat the earth and the earth will 

cheat you. 

♦ 

Better go to heaven in rags than to 
hell in embroidery. 

Cheap things are not good, good 

things are not cheap. 

cT^ ifil‘Ut if:l cX^ cT^ 

Better do a kindness near home than 

go far to burn incense. 

By day think of your own faults, by 
night think of the faults of others. 

Better die ten years early than live 

ten years poor. 

rf 
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Better be kind at home than burn 
incense in a far place. 

Better a live beggar than a dead king. 

Believe your servants but do not 
listen to them. 

Behind an able man there are 
always other able men. 

ij )i Jilj^ iC^lJ )l (J.^ 

♦ 

Begin with an error of an inch and 
end by being a thousand miles off 
the mark. 

Beauty is the wisdom of women. 
Wisdom is the beauty of men. 

(3vr^/ 

{ 

Beautiful girls are seldom happy, 
intelligent boys are seldom beautiful. 

idi ‘Ul ( 3 ^ Ji/'J 


Be the first to the field and the last to 
the couch. 

Be skeptical; long garments can also 
hide big feet. 

Anger is always more harmful than 
the insult that caused it. 

i 

An old friend met in a far country is 
like rain after drought. 

Alms given openly will be rewarded 
in secret. 

Almond nuts come to those who 
have no teeth. 

JL LJi (/ Ltffl 

All the past died yesterday: the 
future is born tod ay 

All people are your relatives, therefore 
expect only trouble from them. 
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AJi]6 

All cats love fish but fear to wet their 
paws. 

-d 


After three days without reading, talk 
becomes flavorless.^ 

tJy 

Abroad we judge the dress; at home 
we judge the man. 

A young woman with an old man is 
really someone^else's woman. 

{ 

A woman that always laughs is 
everybody's wife; a man that is 
always laughing is an idiot. 

I i 

A woman gets thirty percent of her 
beauty from nature and seventy 
percent from makeup. 


70vj(^(3/(/1.^ 4:>^30(3vr^/(X<^v/ 



A wise man makes his own 
decisions, an ignorant man follows 
the public opinion. 

{ 

A wise man adapts himself to 
circumstances, as water shapes itself 
to the vessel that contains it. 

A tiger cannot beat a crowd of 
monkeys. 

A thriftless woman burns the entire 
candle looking for a match. 

i * 

A thousand cups of wine do not 
suffice when true friends meet, but 
half a sentence is too much when 
there is no meeting of minds. 

♦ 
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A teacher is someone who ploughs 
with his tongue to fill his little bowl 

with rice. 

ifheisTich. 

A rat who gnaws at a cat's tail invites 

destruction. 

A smile will gain you ten more years 

of 1 ife . 


♦ 

A person without a smiling face must 
never open a shop. 

A small cottage wherein laughter 

lives is worth more than a castle full 

of tears. 

A person with a bad name is already 
half-hanged. 

, ^ (3 U jf (5 (5b> 

i * ^ V 1 * 

A sly rabbit will have three openings 

to its den. 

.Lofithyd 

A patient woman can roast an ox 

with a lantern. 

i * 

A single conversation with a wise 
man is better than ten years of study. 

A man's conversation is the mirror of 
his thoughts. ^ 

i 

A man who cannot tolerate small ills 

A single beam cannot support a 
great house. 

yff l)/'l 

can never accomplish great things. 

/iJ^^if i^}€{J\Jiy 

A satisfied man is happy even if he is 
poor; a dissatisfied man is sad even 

A man thinks that he knows it, but his 

wife knows better. 

rf 
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^ • y i * i * 

A maker of idols is never an idolater. 

« 

- b*.?? C/’^ (jv ^ 1) (j l<c^ 

A journey of a thousand miles begins 
with a single step. 

A hundred "no's" are less painful 
than one insincere "yes." 

A horse with two masters is always 
skinny; the ship with two captains 
sinks. 

D:j Ij^lj h 

b*(^ 

A good storyteller must be able to lie 
a little. 

A good dog does not bite a chicken 
and a good man does not hit his wife. 

A good client doesn't change shop in 
three years, a good shop doesn't 
change clients in three years. 


A good breakfast cannot take the 
place of the evening meal. 

A good bee never lands on a fallen 
flower. 



A girl that blushes too much, knows 
too much. 

A girl receives, a widow takes her 
husband. 

A fool judges people by the presents 
they give him. 

A fly before his own eye is bigger 
than an elephant in the next field. 

{ 

A flower cannot blossom without 
sunshine nor a garden without love. 
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A fall into a ditch makes you wiser. 

- ^ b/L^ (3 ^ 

A dictionary can only be read when it 
is printed. 

ij U'l ^ ^ X^J U'l (Jy^j 

i * 

A day of sorrow is longer than a 
month of joy. 

A courageous foe is better than a 
cowardly friend. 

A cloth is not woven from a single 
thread. 



A child's life is like a piece of paper 
on which every passerby leaves a 
mark. 

Look not at thieves eating meat, but 
look at them suffering punishment. 



Long roads test the horse, long 
dealings the friend. 

Locks cannot be made from good 
iron, soldiers are not made out of 
good people. 

Life is like a candle in the wind; like 
frost on the roof; like the wriggling of 
the fish in the pan. 

U‘-ly:SAj 

Learning is weightless treasure you 
can always carry easily. 

Learning is a treasure which 
accompanies its owner everywhere. 

i 't i { 

Lazy people always want to do every 
thing at the same time. 
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Last night I made a thousand plans, 
but this morning I went my old way. 
iX6 c>\jJ 

Knowledge that is not replenished 
diminishes every day. 

Killing a man to save the world, does 
not save the world. 

It's not the beauty of a woman that 
blinds the man, the man blinds 
himself. 

It's not that the well is too deep, but 
rather the rope is too short. 

It's better to die two years early than 
to live one year too long. 

It's better for people to wait for rice, 
than rice for people. 


J>t/ i ,) M of) 

Jjf) 

It's as difficult to be rich without 
bragging as it is to be poor without 
complaining. 


It never rains on your neighbors 
without you getting your feet wet. 



It is the beautiful bird which gets caged. 

It is only good when the old and the 
young respect each other. 

It is often more difficult to come back 
home than it is to go away. 

It is no good going to the river just 
wanting to catch a fish; you have to 
take a net as well. 

Jifj" LZ^ 
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Discover a well before you are thirsty. 

-c/.A/fji/ 

Fight fire with fire. 

Do not employ handsome servants. 

iS /} /c/^ j / 

Fire makes mud hard and gold melt. 

Dogs do not dislike poor families. 

Flowing water never gets dirty. 

Don't draw a sword against a louse. 

Forget injuries, never forget kind¬ 
nesses. 

Drunkards talk to the gods. 

Four horses cannot overtake the 

tongue. 

Even an accomplished physician 

cannot cure himself. 


Garden flowers larger, field flowers 
stronger. 

Jf4 ^ ^‘d U 

Everyone pushes a falling fence. 

Failing to plan is planning to fail. 

Garlands are not for every brow. 

Far waters cannot quench near fires. 

If cooks quarrel, the roast burns. 

Far-fetched and dear-bought is 
good for ladies. 

If you pay peanuts, you get monkeys. 

♦ ♦ 

rf 
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Judge not the horse by his saddle. 

-Ci2^brC^U'l-5i/v/v 

Nature is better than a middling 

doctor. 

Keep your broken arm inside your 

sleeve. 

No medicines can cure the vulgar 

man. 

Kill one to warn a hundred. 

J\3^y bvU/k-^( 

Kill the chicken to frighten the 
monkey. 

-bvU/(j jXr^, 

No mill, no meal. 

No needle is sharp at both ends. 

Learning is better than house and 

land. 


No wisdom like silence. 

Learning is treasure no thief can 

touch. 

- (3-^^ 7 9 

0 eggs, never fight with stones! 

Love is blind, friendship closes its 

eyes. 

One bamboo does not make a forest. 

One body cannot perform two 

services. 

Mallet strikes chisel; chisel splits 

wood. 

i **'' i * 

One foot cannot stand on two boats 

Manners maketh man. 

A.jji »0!lAj 


rf 
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One happiness scatters a thousand 
sorrows. 

Patience is a plaster for all sores. 

Patience is a virtue. 

Politeness wins the confidence of 
princes. 

Politics makes strange bedfellows. 

Poverty and ugliness are difficult to 
hide. 

Procrastination is the thief of time. 

h 

Quiet rivers have flowery banks. 

Rats know the way of rats. 

Reform a gambler. Cure leprosy. 


Repentance is the spring beneath 
our virtues. 

Rivalry between scholars improves 
science. 

Rotten wood cannot be carved. 

Scholars talk books, butchers talk 
pigs. 

^Ui 

Slow in word, swift in deed. 

Some prefer carrots while others like 
cabbage. 

Talking without thinking is shooting 
without aiming. 

Teaching others teacheth yourself. 
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The best soldiers are not warlike. 

The prettiest birds are in a cage. 

The careful foot can walk anywhere. 

jjUiy 

The roast duck can fly no more. 

The contented person can never be 

ruined. 

The saving man becomes the free 

man. 

, ^ b* (i ^(i jf D b 

The earth offers you a grave every 

where. 

There are two sides to every question. 

Too much politeness conceals deceit. 

The evening crowns the days. 

- ^ (3t**/jy r f* 1? 

Urge people to work, not to eat. 

The happiest life ends before death. 

Use power to curb power. 

The human heart is difficult to gauge. 

If 

Walls have ears. 

The journey is the reward. 



The loftiest towers rise from the 

ground. 

Weaklings never forgive their enemies. 

• 

Wedlock is a padlock. 

The powerful are never faithful. 

rf 
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What you cannot avoid, welcome. 

♦ 

*S ** *S 

You can't clap with one hand only. 

When the tree falls, the shadow flies. 

, ^ b* UL1/7^^ L**/c:> vj w? 



When you bow, bow low. 

♦ 


Which cat does not gorge a mouse? 


Who is narrow minded cannot be 

bighearted. 


Who rides a tiger cannot dismount. 

, y b*/(i J y 


Win your lawsuit and lose your money. 

- .5V J.5 (^( V J ( c/* V (^1 


Wise men are never in a hurry. 


Women and fools never forgive. 

Women never praise without gossiping. 


You cannot lose what you never had. 

rf 








Page 161 of 310 



The one you love you punish. 

2^)1 y‘Ui 

God gives every bird its food, but 
does not throw it into the nest. 

k-Jiv/(><?■ 

i *' 

, 1 :^ 

Blind hen also finds grains. 

/(/>*( 

i 

Young pigs grunt as old pigs grunted 
before them. 

One who is afraid of asking is 
ashamed of learning. 

i '' i TV 

A deaf husband and a blind wife will 
always make a happy couple. 

Many people love to praise right and 
do wrong. 


JL t/^/ j 5 y 

You may force a horse to the water, 
but you cannot make him drink. 

(3L^/c^ ‘Jl2/1 

Laziness is the devil's pillow. 

It is easy to be generous out of 
another man's purse. 

(Jl/fecT 

Better thin beer than an empty jug. 


You can't take a cow from a man who 
has no cows. 



One enemy is too much, and a 
hundred friends are not enough.^ 

i ** 
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A blind crow may sometimes find a 
grain of wheat. 

A golden key opens every door 
except that of heaven. 

He is most cheated who cheats 
himself. 

^ *♦ ^ 

Every man is the architect of his own 
fortune. 

** 

A dog is a dog whatever his color. 

Hang the young thief, and the old 
one will not steal. 

Beauty without honesty is like a rose 
without perfume. 

A penny in time is as good as a dollar. 

I -^ 


A beautiful face is admired even 
when its owner doesn't say anything. 

Gold is gold, though it be in a rogue's 
purse. 

, ^ ^ yi Zl- l7 > 9 j ^ If ^ b y b y 

An old fool is worse than a young 
simpleton. 

- ^ y > ly* Uiy. ^0*1 y ^ A jl/ 

He needs a long spoon that would eat 
out of the same dish with the devil. 

Falsehood is the Devil's daughter, 
and speaks her father's tongue. 

(3 

Buy in the cheapest market and sell 
in the dearest. 

A headstrong man and a fool may 
wear the same cap. 
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Father and mother are kind, but God 

is kinder. 

A moneyless man goes fast through 

the market. 

A truth-teller finds the doors closed 

against him. 

He that does not save pennies, will 

never have pounds. 

Every man has his lot, and a wide 

world before him. 

•« 

God permits the wicked; but not for ever. 
,{Jj ^ 

An honest man is not the worse 

Better half a loaf than none at all. 

because a dog barks at him. 

A slight suspicion may destroy a 
good repute. 

A man cannot carry all his kin on his 

back. 

God sends men cold according to 

their clothes. 

Every man must carry his own sack 

to the mill. 

An old error has more friends than a 

new truth. 

A donkey that carries a lot of books 
is not necessarily learned. 

(jvbo/.irbj/ si 

A man conducts himself abroad as 

he has been taught at home. 

Beauty without virtue is like a rose 

without scent. 


rf 









Page 164 of 310 


He that feeds himself from waiting 
could die of hunger. 

Don't stop sowing just because the 
birds ate a few seeds. 


God never sends mouths but he 
sends meat. 

Bread is better than the song of birds. 

Advice after injury is like medicine 
after death. 

A friend's frown is better than a fool's 
smile. 


He is not yet born who can please 
everybody. 

Fair words please the fool, and 
sometimes the wise. 


Better suffer for truth, than prosper by 
falsehood. 

He is a man, who acts like a man. 

Better an open enemy than a false 
friend. 

i 

A silent man's words are not brought 
into court. 

Don't praise the bread that is not out 
of the oven. 

A man's character reaches town 
before his person. 

He that deals in dirt has ay foul fingers. 
0^1 (ji J>^) Jifi ,! 

{ 

Fortune often knocks at the door, but 
the fool does not invite her in. 
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Beware of the dog himself, his 
shadow does not bite. 

A fool is like other men as long as he 
is silent. 

vC^* U (5 jy U* ( ^ bf V 1^^^ l:? Ix: 

( 

Every life has its joy, every joy its law. 

,(jy lr(^( ^ ^ y/:^s (5>* ;/r 

A clever man's inheritance is found 
in every country. 

Donkeys only come to the court to 
carry bags. 

God gives the will, necessity gives 
the law. 

Between saying and doing there is a 
great distance. 


A 


A royal heart is often hid under a 
tattered cloak. 

l/U J 1^4 

A clean hand moves freely through 
the land. 

, ^ L**/!::/ / iA (A ^ I l:? U 

^ * • 

As the man is, so is his language. 

^ * h 

A man often kisses the hand he 
would like to see cut off. 

A bad tree does not yield good apples. 

God gives all birds their food but 
does not drop it into their nests. 

.OiiAif-jy/ 

Crooked iron may be straightened 
with a hammer. 

Between evil tongues and evil ears, 
there is nothing to choose. 

^ 1 ?( c/.lT jJij (ji 

’-ctf 
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A young man married is a young 

man marred. 

• 

h 

Food tastes best when you eat it with 

your own spoon. 

Z-i/ 

*i *S * * 

^ul 

Everyone tries to cross the fence 

where it is lowest. 

j jf/r 


A good plan today is better than a 
perfect plan tomorrow. 

A fair skin often covers a crooked mind. 

i 

He is nearest to God who has the 

fewest wants. 

Give a thing, and take a thing, to 
wear the devil's gold rinq. 


Everyone sees his smart coat, no 
one sees his shrunken belly. 

As the man is, sojs his speech. 

i i 

Better one cow in peace than seven 

in trouble. 

A bad horse eats as much as a good 

one. 

• i •* 

A fair face will get its praise, though 
the owner keep silent. 

Vi * & 

i 

God feeds the birds that use their wings. 
Jl^i4 4-i>: fe) 

Counsel after action is like rain after 

harvest. 

Better a little furniture than an empty 

house. 


A bad hair cut is two people's shame. 

rf 
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He must be pure who would blame 
another. 

A large fire often comes from a small 
spark. 

Better a daughter that has been slept 
on than a son who has been hanged. 



A rich wife is a source of quarrel. 


A burnt child fears the fire, and a 
bitten child fears a dog. 

i i *t 




Everyone finds sin sweet and 
repentance bitter. 

-^L“Lby/vy (3-^ 


Better lose the anchor than the 
whole ship. ^ 


A rich child often sits in a poor 
mother's lap. 


Do not judge the dog by his hairs. 


A man has two ears and one mouth; 
he therefore should listen more than 
he talks. 

^ ^ ^ (jU'i 

i 

W "f 


Do not judge your friend until you 
stand in his place. 

Jf (5 l/I 

All water flows into the ocean or into 
the purse of the rich. 


He sits well who can rise without help. 

All keys hang not at one woman's 
girdle. 

Better to deny at once, than to 
promise long. 
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J 

A good king is better than an old law. 

A small cloud may hide both sun and 
moon. 

A young man idle, an old man needy. 

y^iS}i 

He who would buy sausage of a dog 
must give him bacon in exchange. 

He that sings himself is the best 
pleased. 



That may be soon done, which 
brings long repentance. 

H (>* 

If you would catch a fox you must 
hunt with geese. 

If a bird knew how poor he was it 
wouldn't sing so beautifully. 

•♦V * ** y ♦ ♦♦ ♦ 


He who has no falcon must hunt with 
an owl. 

We are all well placed, said the cat, 
when she was seated on the bacon. 

Jf fi 

Onions, smoke and women bring 



He who gives to me teaches me to 
give. 

,^ L**l^/(J.5 X^ 9.5 

i i 

Trust not still water nor a silent man. 

One raven does not peck out 
another's eyes. 

The man loves with his head, the 
woman thinks with her heart. 

^ ^ y 

Old swine have hard snouts, old 
oxen hard horns. 
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If you wish a thing done, go; if not, 
send. 

i M 

He who strikes another on the neck, 
does not strike far from the head. 
jii ^ X 9il ^ji\ {/ (3-^yl 

' i * 

Silence is a wonderful jewel for a 
woman but she seldom wears it. 

If the cat had wings all sparrows 
would die. 

He who knows how to beg may leave 
his money at home. 

i ‘ t i - 

The teeth often bite the tongue, still 
the two stay together. 

2L(^'/cjL;X(c:^ 

He who has many irons in the fire, 
will let some of them burn. 

)(f 


The cow is milked, not the ox; the 
sheep is shorn, not the horse. 

Lj^L^ ^ 

Many grains of sand will sink a ship. 

It is of no use making shoes for geese. 

To give counsel to a fool is like 
throwing water on a goose. 

The best advice is found on the pillow. 

That bench is well adorned that is 
filled with virtuous women. 

It is good to make a bridge of gold to 
a flying enemy. 

He who stands near the woodcutter 
is likely to be hit by a splinter. 

L '' 
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No one can see into another further 
than his teeth. 

It is easy to bid the devil be your 
guest, but difficult to get rid of him. 

If the best man's faults were written 
on his forehead, it would make him 
pull his hat over his eyes. 

The eye of the master does more 
than his two hands. 

Praise the child, and you make love 
to the mother. 

More flies are caught with a drop of 
honey than with a barrel of vinegar. 

-Udif 

He who has been bitten by a snake 
is afraid of an eel. 


, ^ b j ^ cib (^ b* U ^ 1/9 j 

To a friend's house the road is never 
long. 

Many dogs are the death of the hare. 

He who comes first to the mill is first 
served. 

The new is always liked, though the 
old is often better. 

b(4^ b 

The sword keeps the peace of the land. 

Old friends and old ways ought not to 
be disdained. 

^^U/ud;ui 

Let a child have its will, and it will not 
cry. 

It is good to lend to God and to the 
soil--they pay good interest. 
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No one can be caught in places he 

does not visit. 

If you want some lies to be believed 
wrap them up in truths. 

J Ji£:zX^\/\ 

It's no disgrace to be poor, but it can 

be inconvenient. 

There are many days in the year, and 

still more meals. 

The beard was all, the goat might 
preach. 

Shame comes to no man unless he 

himself helps it on the way. 

He who is scared by words, has no 

heart for deeds. 

It is a bold mouse that makes her 

If you want some lies to be believed 
wrap them up in truths. 

/ iji /'i 

nest in the cat's ear. 

t** kr 9 j 

Kind words and few are a woman's 

ornament. 

There are many days in the year, and 

still more meals. 



Many a thing whispered into one ear 

is heard over the whole town. 

Shame comes to no man unless he 

himself helps it on the way. 


One hand must wash the other, or 

both will be dirty. 

rf 
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The horse that you love draws more 
than four oxen. 


^til j ^0 h \j/ti 


i 




Lend to your friend, and ask payment 
of your enemy. 


The fox does not go twice into the 
same trap. 




Italian devotion and German fasting 
have no meaning. 

It is easier to suppress the first desire 
than to satisfy all that follow it. 

-ddr4^ 

* 


The strongest among the weak is the 
one who doesn't forget his weaknesses. 
ji ^ iSJ tijf li ^ ^ 

The earth is always frozen to lazy swine. 



Praise a fool, and you may make him 
useful. 


It is difficult to hide what everybody 
knows. 

If envy were a fever, all the world 
would be ill. 


He who herds with wolves, learns to 
howl. 

Many love to praise right and do wrong. 
ji\ JL x4 b/^/ (5 f^l^' J5 

It is hard to live in Rome and strive 
against the Pope. 

"I'll go myself," and "I'll see to it," are 
two good servants on a farm. 
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He who throws himself under the 

bench will be left to lie there. 

If you hunt with cats you'll catch 

mice. 

L *$ 

The greater the fear the nearer the 
danger. 

He who speaks ill of himself is 
praised by no one. 

, -^y i (7-V L iT 9 j 

Smoke, rain, and a scolding wife, are 
three bad things in a house. 

The year has a wide mouth and a big 
belly. 

l^'Jl/ 

It is easy to poke another man's fire. 

i ' 

The forest has ears, and field has eyes. 

If there are no nightingales one must 

settle for owls. 

J.ujbdr\ij‘yyf\ 

It is easier to stem the brook than the 

river. 

The horse must go to the manger, 
and not the manger to the horse. 

If the beard meant everything, the 
goat would preach. 

^6/^ iS Ax ^‘6 4^ dif A 

Take not your sickle to another 

man's corn. 

Pheasants are fools if they invite the 

hawk to dinner. 

Lawyers and painters can soon 
change white to black. 

Misfortune sits on a rich man's lap 
but grabs the throat of the pauper. 

i:4 > 


rf 
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Take care of your geese when the 
fox preaches. 

The wolf preys not in his own field. 


If you have learnt to wait, you may be 

Queen of Sweden. 

if > ^ i.- 

-citf 


It is easier to fill a rogue's belly than 
his eye. 


It is hard to teach an old dog new trick. 


He who is far from home, is near to 
harm. 




/f. 


9i 


What is play to the cat is death to the 
mouse. 


i i ' i ^ ^ 


He who has a glass roof on his own 
house, must not throw stones at 
others. 




Thundershowers and great men's 
favor are always partial. 



One hair of a maiden's head pulls 
harder than ten yoke of oxen. 

£s^ 

i ^ 

It is hard to teach an old dog new trick. 

It is folly to drown on dry land. 

If you cannot heal the wound, do not 
tear it open. 

y4 1 ^^ j^\ f\ 


He who rides the horse is his master. 

i i * 


Mine and thine are the sources of all 
quarrels. 


The wet branch burns better than the 
dry stone. 
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The foot of the farmer manures the 

field. 

Fingers were madje before forks. 

Grey hairs are death's blossoms. 

Relatives are the worst friends, said 
the fox as the dogs took after him. 

Speech is silver, but silence is golden. 

i i *S 

Faint hearts never win fair ladies. 

fuL^ 

A wise head makes a close mouth. 

i 

Never let fools see half-finished work. 

\pi\ 

He who rises early will gather wisdom. 

All women may be won. 

The crow will find its mate. 

Every fool thinks he is clever enough. 

h *S h ' 

When wisdom fails, juck helps. 

Praise paves the way to friendship. 

Honor the tree that gives you shelter. 

There is help for everything, except 

death. 

Old soldiers never die. 

A bird never flew on one wing. 

A fool only wins the first game. 

Art is long and life is short. 

rf 
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Fire and straw soon make a flame. 

Empty barrels give the most sound. 

A pleasant think never comes too 

soon. 

New dish begets new appetite. 

‘J 

The first bird gets the first grain. 

Luck is better than a hundred marks. 

Jr 

Who leaves a son isn't really dead. 

^b*Uyf 

1 ^ y ^ - V V 

Vice is learnt without a schoo master. 

Ambition and revenge are always 
hungry. 

A woman's first counsel is the best. 

A poor man has few acquaintances. 

Every man has his liking. 

Happiness and glass break easily. 

Every man likes his own praise best. 

Lucky at cards,^unlucky in love. 

J fiAjb" 

The rich widow's tears soon dry. 

stop, look and listen. 

A child's sorrow is short-lived. 

Vipers breed vipers. 

Profit is better than fame. 

rf 
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Blacksmith's children are not afraid 

of sparks. 

.L-Aji 

Throw no stones at a sleeping dog. 

Frequent washing makes not the 

crow whiter. 

Bite not the dog that bites. 

-of ^ 

Trust everybody, but thyself most. 

Death does not look at your teeth. 

♦ 

A priest's pocket is not easily filled. 

A neighbors eye is full of jealousy. 

Death does not blow a trumpet. 

Children are certain sorrow, but 

uncertain joy. 

Straws tell which way the wind blows. 

i 

Never let fools see half-finished work. 

According to his pinions the bird flies. 
,ijL 

The cock often crows without a yictory. 

Enough is great riches. 

i 


When mistrust enters, love departs. 

He who sows money, will reap poverty. 

h h 


A wise falcon hides his talons. 

New things are most looked at. 

- ^ b* Ij d 



rf 
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Hope and expectation are a fool's 

income. 

He that inquires much, learns much. 

i ** i * ** 

Ten no's are better than one lie. 

Old sins cast long shadows. 

-d 

The miser's bag is never full. 

There is honor among thieves. 

Ill-tempered woman is the devil's 

door-nail. 

Fire and straw soon make a flame. 

Sickness is every man's master. 

,^lri 

Every man's friend is every man's fool. 

//r jf/r 

Too many captains will sink the ship. 

If you have no money, be polite. 

Little fish are sweet. 

Physicians rarely take medicine. 

Truth is always homeless. 

The sleeping fox catches no poultry. 

iS 

A short rest is always good. 

Beauty is a fading flower. 

Deceit and treachery make no man rich. 

Favour and gifts disturb justice. 


rf 
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Kind words heal friendship's wounds. 


There is no fire without smoke. 

From children you must expect 

childish acts. 


JJi 

A bold attempt is half success. 

Little saints also perform miracles. 

Fair words won't fill the sack. 

Truth is bitter food. 


Fish and guests stink after three days. 

Not every wood will make wooden 

shoes. 

Small profits are sweet. 

An old man's sayings are seldom 

untrue. 

Truth is God's daughter. 

Distrust is poison to friendship. 

Every wind is against a leaky ship. 

He who comforts never has a headache. 

Poor relations have little honor. 

iji/- Jl 

Misfortune seldom comes alone to 

Keep not two tongues in one mouth. 

the house. 

Pretty children sing pretty songs. 

Life begins at forty. 

rf 
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Better coarse cloth than nake^ thighs. 

The absent are always to blame. 

Few words are best. 

Every bird needs its own feathers. 

To live long is to suffer long. 

Honeyed speech often conceals 
poison and gall. ^ 

A man's word is his honor. 

L(5(JU'( 

Old friends and old wine are best. 

Children and drunken men speak the 

truth. 

The more shepherds, the less care. 

Gifts should be handed, not thrown. 

You cannot serve God and mammon. 

♦ 

Lords and fools speak freely. 

Another year will bring another 

Christmas. 

So many heads, so many minds. 

Praise a fair day in the evening. 

Truth's cloak is often lined with lies. 


The used key is always bright. 

i • *9 

A thief thinks every man steals. 

rf 
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A fair exchange brings no quarrel. 

The aged in council--the young in 

action. 

Better come late to church than 

never. 

When anger blinds the eyes, truth 
disappears. _ 

Shared sorrow is half sorrow. 

^ ^ ^ •* ^ » 


Every day has its evening. 

-^6f!C^iS,<6d>/! 

A modest dog seldom grows fat. 

Honor buys no meat in the market. 

y jy/ ijj 

Children are a poor man's wealth. 


Old oxen have stiff horns. 

God gives little folks small gifts. 

i 

According to his pinions the bird flies. 

i * *S * 

Sorrow seldom comes alone. 


Enough is great riches. 

A timid man has little chance. 

(f UvVl/ if J^y. 

Hunger is the best sauce. 

He who hesitates is lost. 

, 9 b* 9 J 

^ ^ f 

The shoemaker's son always goes 

barefoot. 

National customs are national honors. 


An evil eye can see no good. 

rf 
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ijji 

Every man thinks his copper is gold. 

^ ^ y 

Quick and well seldom go together. 

Time waits for no man. 

Love begets love. 

A truth-telling woman has few friends. 

Dry wood makes a quick fire. 

The belly gives no credit. 

« 


All who snore are not asleep. 

Honor the old, teach the young. 

Old signs do not deceive. 


The owl thinks her children the fairest. 

j6 

Art finds its food everywhere. 

' ^ (3(X* 

It is not all gold that glitters. 

The water runs while the miller sleeps. 

A fool laughs when others laugh. 

Let every bird sing its own note. 

Short pleasure often brings long 
repentance. 

i 

Too little and too much spoils every 
thing. 

, ^ l^.>yQ U /^/7 L V V j (( ii ^ 
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When two dogs fight over a bone, a 
third one carries it away. 

i 

Who does well, meets goodwill. 

I yi I t 

Who seeds wind, shall harvest storm. 

, ^ 1} i^'c^ ij L**y. (.>7 iT 

i i 

Wise people can't answer the most 
foolish questions. 

With a good name one may sin easily. 

With your hat in your hand you can 
travel the entire country. 

Woods have ears and fields have eyes. 


You can't hatch chickens from fried 
eggs. 

You can't shoe a horse while it is 
running. 

A still tongue maketh a wise head. 

A wise husband and a patient wife equal 
a peaceful home and a happy life. 

A word is enough to the wise. 

After rain comes fair weather. 

All are not friends who smile on you. 
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An hour in the morning is worth two 
at night. 

As stupid as a pig's behind. 

Away from the eye, out of the heart. 

'/r L44 

Bear patiently that which you suffer 
by your own fault. 

Before you make a friend, eat a pack 
of salt with him. 

Being quiet is agreeing. 

Being someone's right hand. 

Better a good neighbor than a distant 
friend. 

Better one bird in the hand than ten 
in the sky. 


Better reap two days too soon than 
one too late. 

« 

Better to lose the anchor than the 
whole ship. 



Break a pot, pay for a pot. 

.iJ./lfMOc/y.-lJ.ii'/c/y. 

Care is the mother of the porcelain 
cabinet. 

Carrying water to the sea. 

Comparing apples with pears. 

- b/^vV 44 (3 ^ b l^' ^ 

Deep swimmers and high climbers 
usually don't die in their beds. 

I^L Ji ^ 

, 2 ^ y*U^4Uj 

Do not wake sleeping dogs. 

Don't postpone until tomorrow, what 
you can do today. 

♦ 
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Half an egg is better than an empty 

shell. 

Hares are not caught with drums. 

Don't sell the bearskin before the 

bear is dead. 

Don't sell the skin till you've caught 

the bear. 

Haste and speed are rarely good. 

Don't throw away your own shoes till 
you have got new ones. 

♦ * 

He who goes to bed with dogs will 
get up with fleas. 

jJj\S[yLu!^-^[rrS[yLu^):,! 

i 

East West, home best. 

0/- 

He who throws the ball, must expect 

it back. 

i i 

Every little pot has a fitting lid. 

High trees catch lots of wind. 

Everything has an end except God. 

If the rope is weak, pull gently. 

Fine feathers make fine birds. 


If you hear a lot of things, you will 

hear a lot of lies. 

Fortune and glass break easily. 

,Ld!! .j.Ljvfy' A 

♦ ♦ 


In the courtroom of the conscience, a 

Gentle doctors cause smelly wounds. 

case is always in progress. 


rf 
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In the division of inheritance, friend¬ 
ship standeth still. 

In the land of the blind, one-eye is king. 

It is hard to steal where the host is a 
thief. 

It is too late to lock the stable door 
when the horses have already been 
stolen. 

JO/, b^i) b*/o^vbvj 

Lightning never strikes the same 
place twice. 

Milk the cow, but don't pull off the 
udder. 

Necessity breaks iron. 

i i 

Opportunity makes desire. 


Postponement is cancellation. 

i '' 

Set thy expense according to thy trade. 

Shared grief is half grief. 

Slowly but surely, the bird builds its 
nest. ^ 

Small pots have big ears/handles. 

y.^9€ 

Speaking is silver, being silent is gold.^ 

Still waters are deep. 



Storm in a glass of water. 

That mouse will have a tail. 

The apple doesn't fall far from the tree. 
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The death of one person means 

bread for another. 



Think before acting and whilst acting 

still think. 

The desire is the father of the thought. 


Think before you begin. 

The devil is not so black as he is 

painted. 

It is hard to teach old dogs to bark. 

i 

The grass is always greener on the 

other side of the fence. 

It is hard to swim against the current. 

h 

The innkeeper trusts his guests like 

he is himself. 

It is hard to find a pin in the dark. 

A good friend is better than silver 
and gold. 

yVj((5>*Uc^J.5LC( 

The pen is mightier than the sword. 

The strength of a tree lies in its roots 

-- not in its branches. 

A friend is better than money in the 

purse. 

i 

There is a remedy for all things save 

death. 

A fool may meet with good fortune, 
but the wise only [profits by it. 

^ y-iJ fi 
tXii 

They are two hands on one belly. 

rf 
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A handful of patience is worth a 

bushel of brains. 

♦** ^ 

A handful of trade, a handful of gold. 


Women who are often at the looking- 
glass seldom spin. 

hiljf.ijt j/ii 

A fool by chance may say a wise thing. 

With hard work, you can get fire out 

of a stone. 

A dog with a bone knows no friends. 

With a good name one may easily sin. 

A daily guest is a great thief in the 

kitchen. 

With a friend behind you, you have a 
safe bridge. 

i *S ^ *S 

A cat that meweth much catcheth but 

few mice. 

Wisdom is a good purchase, though 
we pay dear for it. 

-d'^f 

A blind man may sometimes shoot a 

crow. 

U>*( 

h 

Wisdom in the man, patience in the 
wife, brings peace to the house and a 
happy life. 

Your friend lends and your enemy 
asks for p^ment. 

i i 

Young twigs may be bent, but not old 

trees. 

Whoso is tired of happy days, let him 

take a wife. 


rf 
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Whoso hunteth with cats will catch 
nothing but rats. 

dir 

Who writes love letters grows thin; 
who carries them, fat. 

L-^Lv ^b*Ufir i^b*U**.y7vjy^^t^^yir 

i 

Who knows the tongues is at home 
everywhere. 

Who has only one eye must take 
good care of it. 

Who has a bad wife, his hell begins 
on earth. 

, dc/(i (i A: 

Who gives to me, teaches me to give. 

, ^ 9 ir 

i i 

Who don't keep faith with God won't 
keep it with man. 

When hard work goes out of the door, 
poverty comes in at the window. 


Where there's no good within, no 
good comes out. 

Where poverty comes in at the door, 
loves flies out at the window. 

Where a man feels pain he lays his 
hand. 

When two quarrel both are in the 
wrong. 


When thy neighbour's house is on 
fire it's time to look about thee. 



When the wine goes in the wit goes out. 

When the wolf grows old the crows 
ride him. 

- ^ L/?y ^ u v y ^ 
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When the wine is in the man, the wit 
is in the can. 


When the tree falls everyone runs to 
cut the branches. 



When the pirate prays, there is great 
danger. 

When the husband earns well, the 
wife spends well. 

When the head is sick the whole 
body is sick. 

When the devil gets into the church 
he seats himself on the altar. 

i 

When it is Gods will to plague a 
man, a mouse can bite him to death. 

When industry goes out of the door, 
poverty comes in at the window. 


(5/^ i^/y (3 if (X/T L ^ 

•• 

Two cocks in one house, a cat and a 
mouse, an old man and young wife, 
are always in strife. 

lj)i Uyy 

‘Cjjf 

Travel east or travel west, a man's 
own house is still the best. 

To marry one is a duty; twice a folly; 
thrice is madness. 

(37^ vL(iy 

Tis a wise child that knows its own 
father. 

, ^ ^ P L iiul >r 

^ V ^ • f ♦ V 

They are fools whose sheep run 
away twice. 

There are no better masters than 
poverty and wants. 

irf(3// 

The fox may lose his hair, but not his 
cunning. 
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The fly flutters around the candle till 
it gets burnt. 

The farther from Rome the nearer to 
God. 

The end of passion is the beginning 
of repentance. 

The end of mirth is the beginning of 
sorrow. 

The cost is high of the honey that 
must be licked from thorns. 

, l^'^ (^ 9^ L; o/. 

The ass and the driver never think 
alike. 

The art is not in making money, but 
in keeping it. 

i ' 


Talk of the wolf and his tail appears. 

Talk of the devil and you hear his 
bones rattle. 

Take a horse by his bridle and a man 
by his word. 

Sweep before your own door before 
you look after your neighbor s. 

*S i *• ♦ 

Stretch your legs no farther than your 
coverlet. 

-uf i}d 

Sooner or later the truth comes to light. 

Smoke, stench, and a troublesome 
wife are what drive men from home. 
^(jl e}‘ii!(x ti 

Sickness comes on horseback, but 
goes away on foot. 
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Roasted pigeons will not fly into 
one's mouth. 

« 

Put not all your eggs into one basket. 

Our time runs on like a stream; first 
fall the leaves and then the tree. 

One rotten apple in the basket 
infects the whole. 

One penny in the pot makes more 
noise than when it is full. 


One does it for love, another for 
honour, a third for money. 

^ yo/ (3/ 

One bird in the hand is better than 
two flying. 

Oil is best at the beginning, honey at 
the end, and wine in the middle. 


ifii ^1 / jii ijc 


A beggars estate lies in all lands. 

A beggars hand is a bottomless 
basket. 

,^ 9 i^" ^ (3 vO ^ ^ i^" (3>' 

A brilliant daughter makes a brittle 
wife. 

i 

A flying crow always catches some 
thing. 

A good fire makes a quick cook. 

if‘i\ 

i 


A good name is better than oil. 


A great book is a great evil. 


A honey tongue, a heart of gall. 


A liar must have a good memory. 
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,^(3i i/AiS iS ji 

A little pot boils easily. 

i 

After rain comes sunshine. 

A little pot is soon hot. 

After the sour comes the sweet. 

,^b*l 

i 

A merry host makes merry guests. 

After the storm comes a calm. 

i 

A sad bride makes a glad wife. 

h 

Agree, agree, for the law is costly. 

L 

All clouds do not rain. 

A still tongue makes a wise head. 


All feet tread not in one shoe. 

A thief makes opportunity. 

i •* 


All threateners don't fight. 

A threatened man lives seven years. 

ti'} ^ 

i '' 

Anger is a short madness. 

A wolf in sheep s clothing. 

Beauty is potent, but money is omni¬ 
potent. 

Advisers are not givers. 

After great droughts come great rains. 

Beggars breed and rich men feed. 


rf 
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Better one eye-witness than ten 
hearsay witnesses. 

Beggars can never be bankrupt. 

Beggars can't be choosers. 

Better return half way than lose 
yourself. 

Beggars fear no rebellion. 

« 

Better stretch your hand than your 

neck. 

Behind every mountain lies a valley. 


Better to be squinting than blind. 

Behind the cross stands the devil. 


Beware of the man of two faces. 

Better a friend than money to spend. 

-.yTvvIj /f ^ L^i^ /fji 

• • 

Big fish eat little fish. 

, ^ (3 ^1//cK (3^ (i>. 

Better a leg broken than the neck. 

Big fish spring out of the kettle. 

Better a ruined than a lost land. 

Black hens lay white eggs. 

- li ^ ^ (3 

Better beg than steal. 

Black will take no other hue. 

Better keep peace than make peace. 

IT c/ >t;c/ ( 
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Blossoms are not fruits. 

Great fishes break the net. 

By falling we learn to go safely. 

- Ul b ifJlJ tp7 

Handsome apples are sometimes 

sour. 

Cast no roses before swine. 


Marry in haste and repent at leisure. 

Cats don't catch the old birds. 

-jf w 

Men that crawl, never fall. 

Counsel before action. 


Money is power. 

Darkness and night are mothers of 
thought. 

( 

Money is the sinew of war. 

Daughters are brittle ware. 

UKk-J; b)il b i:i-y J t^- 

Money rules the world. 

Death pays all debts. 

, ^ j A( ^7 1/ 

No cross, no crown. 

Dogs have teeth in all countries. 

Nothing so bold as a blind man. 

♦ ^ 

Grass is greener in other pastures. 

Old birds are not caught with cats. 
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Old foxes are hard to catch. 

Proverbs are the daughters of daily 
experience. 

One God, one wife, but many friends. 

Put not your trust in princes. 

One lost, two found. 

Reward sweetens labor. 

L** bicXy^/ci^-^U^* ( 

One's own hearth is worth gold. 

Ride on, but look before you. 

Opportunity creates desire. 

Roses fall, but the thorns remain. 

Out before day, in before night. 

Self-love is blind. 

•• 

i 

Patience surpasses learning. 

, ^ b* ^ 

Self-love nobody else's love. 

Poor folk's wisdom goes for little. 

Shame lasts longer than poverty. 

Poverty is the reward of idleness. 

starved lice bite the hardest.^ 

i 

Precious things are mostly in small 

compass. 

^di dy^dJ?6^ ^ sjb V- 

Teachers die, but books live on. 


rf 








Page 197 of 310 


The absent always bear the blame. 


The noblest vengeance is to forgive. 

, ^ b/l:? l^‘( If (^ ^ 

The best goods are the cheapest. 

The open door invites the thief. 

The better lawyer, the worse Christian. 

The rich have many friends. 

(L^y^\ 

The devil has his martyrs among men. 

The that creepeth falleth not. 

, b*/L/^ ^ ti 

i 

The devil sits behind the cross. 

i V * ^ 

The thirteenth man brings death. 

i 

The eyes are bigger than the belly. 

The workman is worthy of his hire. 

The goose hisses, but does not bite. 

i • 

The world likes to be cheated. 

i ^ ♦* 

The heart does not lie. 


The worse service, the better luck. 

The more servants the worse service. 

>y^9jLv 

The most learned are not the wisest. 

The worst wheel makes most noise. 

;bf 8i 

The young may die, the old must. 

, ^ b/(5 V i) y ^ V y. ^ ^ I?' 

The most noble dog can only bark. 
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There are more thieves than are 

hanged. 

Virtue is its own reward. 

What costs nothing is worth nothing. 

There is a fool at every feast. 

h * 

When cats are mousing they don't 

mew. 

,ijt j^iJ^ 

They agree like cats and dogs. 

Threats don't kill. 

When the cat sleeps, the mice play. 

Time destroys all things. 

When the shepherd strays, the sheep 
stray. 

Time past never returns. 

,i-rud/,^,h/ 

When two quarrel, both are to blame. 

(/(jy 

To do nothing teaches evil. 

Who has many servants has many 

thieves. 

Too err is human. 

- V ^ ^ /y ^ 

Who runs is followed. 

Too many cooks oyer salt the porridge. 

L-tU'l# I-})!/. 

Wise rats run from a falling house. 

Two dogs seldom agree over one 

bone. 


With the good we become good. 
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A borrowed coat does not keep one 
warm. 

A camel does not tease another 
camel about his humps. 

,t-/ 

A goose's child is a swimmer. 

, ^ b*.?? 

A monkey is a gazelle in its mother's 
eyes. 

C^/r 

An absent person has his excuse. 

Bathe her and then look at her. 

Be patient with a bad neighbor. May 
be he'll leave or a disaster will take 
him out. 


( 3 / 

Beautiful discourse is rarer than 
emerald, yet it can be found among 
the servant girls at the grindstones. 

Borrowing is bad, and paying back is 
always a loss. 

Cover your candle, it will light more. 

Declare your line of conduct without 
reticence. 

Do not weaken the attention of him 
who is occupied. 

Does sheep manure turn to caramel? 
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Dress up a stick and it'll be a 
beautiful bride. 





Education is what you know, not 
what's in the book. 

Evil words fill some with astonishment. 

Give Saturday, you will find Sunday. 

» 


Grapes are eaten one by one. 


Great God is the ruler of all the gods. 
L-i/ c>i 

He has his own brain -- he can solve 
his own problems. 

i ^ i * 

He who couldn't overcome the 
donkey took on the saddle. 


He who understands music under¬ 
stands the cosmos. 


ti 


He whose house is made out of glass, 
shouldn't throw stones at people. 




Honorable is the person who is 
aware of his power, yet refrains from 
inflicting bad things onto others.^ 

■' h * h 

^ j^\Ji 

I believe what you say. I'm only 
surprised at what you do. 

/.J/i 

♦ 


I curse my son and I hate who says 
amen. 

If you are a leader of peace, listen to 
the discourse of the petitioner. Be 
not abrupt with him; that would 
trouble him. 
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J1j <L^ \ f\ 

If you are wise, look after your house; 
love your wife without alloy. 

-LX/^ ^(i A: 


If you have to drag a dog to the hunt, 
neither he nor his hunting is any good. 

h 


If you live in a glass house, don't 
throw stones. 


.di*i 


If you marry a monkey for his wealth, 
the money goes and the monkey 
remains as is. 

, ^ bf V (5 U! V j ^ (3 ^ 

i i * 

If you put a rope around your neck, 
many people will be glad to drag you 
by it. 

‘{jL'£ij\i(Shf' lS>:^ f\ 

♦ 

If your friend is like honey, don't lick 
all of it. 





It is a wretched thing to injure a poor 
man. 








Know those who are faithful to you 
when you are in low estate. 

Knowledge is in the head, not the 
copybook. 

siiP ^ 


Lie to a liar, for lies are his coin; 
Steal from a thief, for that is easy; lay 
a trap for a trickster and catch him at 
first attempt, but beware of an honest 
man. 

‘.Jl JsX 


Listen with kindness for a clear 
explanation. 


Making money on manure is better 
than losing money on musk. 
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, ^ b y. /y^ ^ j \ij'^ 

Protect the flame of your candle and 
it will light more. 

Man fears time - Time fears the 

pyramids. 

/^\c) 

Stretch your legs as far as your quilt 

goes. 

May no lies be spoken against me in 
the presence of God. 

The bullet that doesn't hit anything 

still makes a noise. 

Money goes to peacocks. 

•• 

, ^ (3 i.) 


The costly news of today will be free 

tomorrow. 

My Ka dwells in my body. Insult it not. 

b-y 

Never speak untruth and falsity 
knowingly. 

The dream of cats is all mice. 

The man who marries my mother, 1 

call him uncle. 

News that's for money today will be 

for free tomorrow. 

One should do nothing with a false 

heart. 

The person who is not ashamed 

does whatever he wants. 

A A.tA P 9-^ 

i *9 i * 

One who drinks from the Nile must 

return. 

The son of the swan is a good swimmer. 
, 4 _ L->r jfyi If 1 
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The wise man is great through his 
own merits. 

The wise man never takes a step too 
long for his leg. 

They couldn't beat the donkey so 
they beat the saddle. 

They couldn't find any reason to criticize 
the roses, so they complained that they 
were red. 

Those who are in the following of the 
prince of everlastingness and God of 
Life, sing with joy. 


Those who had some shame are 
dead. 

^ULb) f-8i 


We let him in, he brought his donkey 
along. 


,Ll 


Wealth can come through your 
Creator's good-will. 

What comes easily is lost easily. 

What comes this way, goes this way. 


When the Angels arrive, the devils 
leave. 





When you speak, know that which 
can be brought against you. 

Who has not done any evil act, his or 
her heart may be found right. 

Your friend chooses pebbles for you 
and.your enemy counts your faults. 

^ i ^ ** ** /^ ** 
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Whoever is ashamed to sleep with 
his wife will never have children. 

When a woman is not singing, she is 
networking much either. 

When a whore repents she becomes 
a matchmaker. 

, ^ (3 b V 9 j y ^ JX/y 

When a slave mounts a camel he 
wants to ride on both humps. 

* ♦ 

The woman who does not covet the 
possessions of her husband is in 
love with another man. 

/Hi/ 

i ' 

The tyrant is only the slave turned 
inside out. 

The tears of the adulteress are ever 
ready to be shed. 


The idiot who has his eye on your 
wife is like a blood sucking fly. 

j / x.iS!r^S^'\ !r^t} 

^ i ^ i * *S 

.[f 

The heart of a servant that is not 
beaten is full of curses. 

The day cuts off the promise of the 
night. 

/^/U 

i 

The barking of a dog does not 
disturb the man on a camel. 

- (3 (J 1^4/-^i^ 

Silence is the best answer to the 
stupid. 

Silence is more than just a lack of 
words. 

i 

Rather a piece of bread with a happy 
heart than wealth with grief. 
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J 

Put a stout heart to a steep hill. 

Pride goeth before destruction, and a 
haughty spirit before a fall. 

Pride and dignity would belong to 
women if only men would leave them 
alone. 

Pass by your enemy hungry but 
never naked. 



One who marries for love alone will 
have bad days but good nights. 

Old countries don't disappear 
overnight; they stay for breakfast. 

More precious than our children are 
the children of our children. 

•4 


Love and let the world know, hate in 
silence. 

In his own nest a beetle is a sultan. 

h 

If you love, love the moon; if you 
steal, steal a camel. 

y l^y ^ 

If there were no wrongdoing, there 
would be no forgiveness. 



If there were no fault, there would be 
no pardon. 

He who knows not shame does what 
ever he likes. 

^ A9i'X? 

He who has a back is not beaten on 
the belly. 



He who chatters with you will chatter 
about you. 
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For the benefit of the flowers, we 
water the thorns, too. 

Follow the saint no further than his 
doorstep. 

Do not rejoice over what has not yet 
happened. 

,(jf if'if. 

Cover up the good you do -- do like 
the Nile and conceal your sources. 

♦ ** 

Believe the liar up to the door of his 
house and no further than that. 
L/U*/c^Ur^;bvjw^ y/ 

^ — 

Because we focused on the snake, 
we missed the scorpion. 

I' 

Be patient with a bad neighbor: he 
may move or face misfortune. 


An onion shared with a friend tastes 
like roast lamb. 

A woman will be twice bound when 
her chains feel comfortable. 

A small house can lodge a hundred 
friends. 

A man with two ears can be 
supported by two words. 

, ^ (3 ^ (5 c:c; 1/ ^ J .5 J (5 1^* I b J yV .> j 

A beautiful thing is never perfect. 

A man's ruin lies in his tongue. 

Bed is the poor man's opera. 
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Everything is formed by habit, even 
praying. 


The miser destroys what he collected. 

, ^ ti)/ 5 L-Zc^/ir j/ 

i i * 

False ambition serves the neck. 

i 

Yesterday's drunkenness will not 
quench today's thirst. 

Friendship doubles joy and halves 
grief. 

j}\[f }) 

Youth is beauty, even in cattle. 

i 

Learn politeness from the impolite. 


Malice drinketh its own poison. 

i * 


Money is sweet balm. 


Pride feels no pain. 


Pride goes before a fall. 


Put by for a rainy day. 


The glow soon becomes ashes. 
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A bad beginning makes a bad ending. 

A bad workman quarrels with his tools. 

i ^ y 

A beggar can never be bankrupt. 

J\ in/' 

A bird in the hand is worth two in the 
bush. 

A bird may be known by its song. 

( 9>*4 

i * *S * 

A black hen lays a white egg. 

A blind leader of the blind. 

A broken friendship may be soldered, 
but will never be sound. 



A burden of one's own choice is not 
felt. 

A burnt child dreads the fire. 

i *( 

A clean fast is better than a dirty 
breakfast. 

A clean hand wants no washing. 

A close mouth catches no flies. 

iS (})f^A 

A drowning man will catch at a straw. 

A fair face may hide a foul heart. 

A fool and his money are soon parted. 
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A fool may ask more questions in an 

hour than a wise man can answer in 

seven years. 

A good dog deserves a good bone. 

A good face is a letter of recommendation. 

A fool's tongue runs before his wit. 

A good name is better than riches. 

A forced kindness deserves no thanks. 

iJ.j 

A good name keeps its luster in the 

dark. 

A friend in need is a friend indeed. 


A good wife makes a good husband. 

A friend is never known till needed. 

/^Sl/ if' {^‘ 

A great dowry is a bed full of brambles. 

A friend to all is a friend to none. 


A great ship asks deep waters. 

A friend's frown is better than a foe's 

smile. 

• 

A hedge between friends keeps 
friendship green. 

jXy ^(f 

A good beginning is half the battle. 

A hungry belly has no ears. 

A good deed is never lost. 

A hungry man is an angry man. 


rf 








Page 211 of 310 



A man is known by the company he 

keeps. 

A Jack of all trades is master of none. 

A man of words and not of deeds is 

A Joke never gains an enemy but 

often loses a friend. 

.)(JO 

like a garden full of weeds. 

(/ ^ 4- b*/jf L^cJU'Ibj 

A lawyer never goes to law himself. 

A new broom sweeps clean. 

, ^ b*/(3 \-i^M b 

A lazy sheep thinks its wool heavy. 

A penny saved is a penny gained. 

i ***$** 

A liar is not believed when he speaks 

the truth. 

A shy cat makes a proud mouse. 

,^(3 

A silent fool is counted wise. 

A lie begets a lie. 

fi iij 

A small leak will sink a great ship. 

A light purse makes a heavy heart. 

A soft answer turns away wrath. 

^ ^ ♦ ♦ 

A little fire is quickly trodden out. 

ljj3^ 

A thief knows a thief as a wolf knows 

A man can do no more than he can. 

a wolf. 
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J 

A tree is known by its fruit. 

i ' V’ ^ V 

A wise man changes his mind, a fool 
never will. 

A word is enough to the wise. 

Actions speak louder than words. 

Adversity is a great schoolmaster. 

i •' 

Adversity makes strange bedfellows. 

* ^ 

i * d y 

Agues come on horseback, but go 
away on foot. 

, ^ b* J ^ b*f d -j 

All are not friends that speak us fair. 

All are not saints that go to church. 

All asses wag their ears. 


(^1/ 

All cats are gre^ in the dark. 

-JLO 

All doors open to courtesy. 

All is well that ends well. 

All men can't be first. 

,dudj^/c)Uicl/ 

All men can't be masters. 

All that glitters is not gold. 

All things are difficult before they are 
easy. 

All truths are not to be told. 

.i-ied 

Among the blind the one-eyed man 
is king. 
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An apple a day keeps the doctor 
away. 

An ass is but an ass, though laden 
with gold. 



An empty sack cannot stand upright. 

An empty vessel gives a greater 
sound than a full barrel. 

An evil chance seldom comes alone. 

An hour in the morning is worth two 
in the evening. 

An idle brain is the devil's workshop. 

h *S 

An ill wound is cured, not an ill name. 



An old dog barks not in vain. 


\ 

An open door may tempt a saint. 

i 

An ox is taken by the horns and a 
man by the tongue. 

An unfortunate man would be 
drowned in a teacup. 

Anger and haste hinder good counsel. 

Appearances are deceitful. 

As the old cock crows, so does the 
young. 

As the tree, so the fruit. 

As you sow, so shall you reap. 

Ask no questions and you will be 
told no lies. 

♦ 
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Bad news has wings. 



Better a glorious death than a 

shameful life. 

i '' 

Barking does seldom bite. 

Be slow to promise and quick to perform. 

Better an egg today than a hen 

tomorrow. 

Be swift to hear, slow to speak. 

Better an open enemy than a false 

friend. 

Beauty is but skin-deep. 

*S ^ 

• 

Better be alone than in bad company. 

,4_;^ctrvii/ \Si. 

Beauty lies in lover's eyes. 

h 

Better be born lucky than rich. 

Before you make a friend eat a 

bushel of salt with him. 


Better deny at once than promise 
long. 

ji) l(Jj) 

Beggars cannot be choosers. 

Better die standing than live kneeling.^ 

Believe neither all that you see nor 
half what you hear. 

IbiT ji\i/ ItXiT 

Better early than late. 

Best defense is offence. 
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Better give a shilling than lend a 

half-crown. 



Blood is thicker than water. 

Better go to bed supper less than 

rise in debt. 

Borrowed garments never fit well. 

Better late than never. 

ii- 

Brevity is the soul of wit. 

Better lose a jest than a friend. 

h 

Burn not your house to rid it of the 

mouse. 

Better the devil you know than the 
devil you don't. 

Catch the bear before you sell his 

skin. 

Better the foot slip than the tongue. 

Caution is the parent of safety. 

Better to do well than to say well. 

Charity begins at home. 

Better unborn than untaught. 

Cheapest is the dearest. 

i 

Better untaught than ill-taught. 

Children and fools must not play with 
edged tools. 

Beware of a silent dog and still water. 
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J 

Children are poor men's riches. 

Choose an author as you choose a 
friend. 

Circumstances alter cases. 

Claw me, and I will claw thee. 

Cleanliness is next to godliness. 

t — (3^ 

Confession is the first step to 
repentance. 



Counsel is no command. 

Creditors have better memories than 
debtors. 

Cross the stream where it is shallowest. 

1 


Custom is a second nature. 

Custom is the plague of wise men 
and the idol of fools. 

Cut your coat according to your cloth. 

Death pays all debts. 

Death when it comes will have no 
denial. 



Debt is the worst poverty. 


Deeds, not words. 



Delays are dangerous. 

-(iJt/ijU) 


Diligence is the mother of success 
(good luck). 

iif 

i ♦ 
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Diseases are the interests of 

pleasures. 


Easier said than done. 

Divide and rule. 


Envy shoots at others and wounds 

herself. 

• 

yj^Oi/a 

t i * ' 

Dog does not eat dog. 

Dogs that put up many hares kill 

none. 

Every ass loves to hear himself bray. 

Every bird likes its own nest. 

Doing is better than saying. 

Every bullet has its billet. 

,^Jf(X(c5(3//r 

Don't count your chickens before 
they are hatched. ^ 

W** i •( • 

Every country has its customs. 

Drunkenness reveals what sober 

ness conceals. 

Every dark cloud has a silver lining. 

Every dog is a lion at home. 

Dumb dogs are dangerous. 

Every dog is valiant at his own door. 

i * 

Early to bed and early to rise makes 
a man healthy, wealthy and wise. 

rf 
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Every man has a fool in his sleeve. 

Experience keeps a dear school, but 

fools learn in no other. 

Every man has his faults. 

Experience keeps no school, she 
teaches her pupils singly. 

/ j«/l? i^i. J .c/? J/" i3/r 4-/ 

i 

Every man is the architect of his own 

fortunes. 

•« 

Faint heart never won fair lady. 

Every miller draws water to his own mill. 

Far from eye, far from heart. 

Every one's faults are not written in 

their foreheads. 


Faults are thick where love is thin. 

Every tub must stand on its own 

bottom. 

Fine feathers make fine birds. 

Everything comes to him who waits. 

First come, first served. 

Everything is good in its season. 

First deserve and then desire. 

Experience is the mother of wisdom. 

First think, then speak. 


Fish and company stink in three days. 

rf 
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i 

-.jLj9't<L^c)i 

Follow the river and you'll get to the 

sea. 

Gifts from enemies are dangerous. ^ 

Gluttony kills more men than the 

sword. 

•• 

Fools and madmen speak the truth. 

Fools rush in where angels fear to 

tread. 

Good clothes open all doors. 

Good counsel does no harm. 

Forbidden fruit is sweet. 

9vA*Lf 1 

i 

Good masters make good servants. 

Forewarned is forearrned. 

i t-t It 

He is not poor that has little, but he 

that desires much. 

^ • y ^ *t y 

,^£vL^(/09jL* 

Fortune favors the brave. 

** 

Fortune is easily found, but hard to 
be kept.^ 

He that has a full purse never 

wanted a friend. 

/> df 

Four eyes see better than two. 

He that has an ill name is half hanged. 

Friends are thieves of time. 
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He that has no children knows not 

what love is. 

He that would have eggs must 
endure the cackling of hens. 

’ -(5-4 

He that has no money needs no purse. 

y^iij £:^{J si 

He who is born a fool is never cured. 

♦ ^ 

-cA ^ 6-^1^ b*.?? ( A 9 j 

He that is born to be hanged shall 

never be drowned. 

He who likes borrowing dislikes paying. 
^^\r/x4 bfe;>^ L**yA CilvUjfe si 

i * i * 

He that is full of himself is very empty. 

He who makes no mistakes makes 

nothing. 

, L**/lA si 

He that is ill to himself will be good to 
nobody. 

He who pleased everybody died 

before he was born. 

y* ^ si 

He that never climbed never fell. 

ij^ si 

He who would search for pearls must 

dive below. 

He that once deceives is ever 

suspected. 

, ^ ^ b* 1/JV jv Lk^ 9 j 

He works best who knows his trade. 

He that respects not is not respected. 

, ^ l^'Lf (9^ 

Health is not valued till sickness comes. 

He that would eat the fruit must climb 

the tree. 


i * i *t 

Honey is sweet, but the bee stings. 
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♦ 

Honor and profit lie not in one sack. 

If you run after two hares, you will 

catch neither. 

d^^i^-(^riLjM4LoPfh> j\f\ 

-L-Ja i*? 

Hope is a good breakfast, but a bad 

supper. 

i \ ^ ( t ^ 

If you want a thing well done, do it 
yourself. 

2f u*/^(^Lf (yf/( 

Hope is the poor man's bread. 

In every beginning think of the end. 

Hunger breaks stone walls. 


It is a good horse that never stumbles. 

Lfl.j 

Idleness is the mother of all evil. 

It is a silly fish, that is caught twice 

with the same bait. 

, ^ (3 (^'(i 3^ b j ^ (J^ ijj y ii:: 9 j 

h * * !$ 

Idleness rusts the mind. 

i ** 

If an ass bray ^ you, don't bray at him. 

♦ ♦ 

Laws catch flies, but let hornets go free. 

-d-^> 

If the blind lead the blind, both shall 

fall into the ditch. 
if- £^f Oh'thi 

,LuJ 

Learn to creep before you leap. 

Learn to say before you sing. 

If you cannot bite, never show your 

teeth. 
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Learn wisdom by the follies of others. 

1/(5 ^ j.) 

Love cannot be forced. 

, L i/(/^ V// 

Liars need good memories. 

Love is blind, as well as hatred. 

L 

Lies have short legs. 

Man proposes but God disposes. 

ijUi 

Little knowledge is a dangerous thing. 

Many words hurt more than swords. 

Little thieves are hanged, but great 

ones escape. 

Measure thrice and cut once. 

Misfortunes never come alone. 

Little things amuse little minds. 

- (^ (3 ^(y /3 (ji^ (3 


Misfortunes tell us what fortune is. 

Live and let live. 

(///(j;(3b.o^ (ji^> 

Money begets money. 

Live not to eat, but eat to live. 

Money is a good servant but a bad 

master. 

i i 

God helps those who help themselves. 

* i 

Lost time is never found again. 

i\j'/ 

Necessity knows no law. 

-(3* 

\ 
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Never offer to teach fish to swim. 


Old birds are not caught with chaff. 

No garden without its weeds. 

6t(3/ L/t/ 

Old friends and old wine are best. 

No herb will cure love. 


One drop of poison infects the whole 

tin of wine. 

No man is wise at all times. 

No man loves his fetters, be they 
made of gold. 

9 j ^ U“ A;^ 0^ J) L (3/ 

One law for the rich, and another for 

the poor. 

One scabby sheep will mar a whole 

flock. 

No pains, no gains. 

A(3/A J A 

No wisdom like silence. 

One today is worth two tomorrow. 

None so blind as those who won't see. 

Open not your door when the devil 

knocks. 

<^1LJ^ 

Nothing is impossible to a willing 

heart. 

Opportunity makes the thief. 

** 

i 

Of two evils choose the least. 

Patience is a plaster for all sores. 

rf 
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Respect yourself, or no one else will 
respect you. 

Pleasure has a sting in its tail. 

Rome was not built in a day. 

Politeness costs little (nothing), but 
yields much. 

i 

Saying and doing are two things. 

-ci b/;j( L/ 

Poverty is no sin. 

Self done is soon done and well done. 

, ^ b* Lf (i>Jf 

Procrastination is the thief of time. 

Set a beggar on horseback and he'll 

ride to the devil. 

(5 9i Ji\ j\y j>i 6 

Promise is debt. 

/-9>J 

Set a thief to catch a thief. 

Promise little, but do much. 


Silence gives consent. 

Prosperity makes friends, and adversity 

tries them. 

i * i 

Slow and steady wins the race. 

Repentance is good, but innocence 

is better. 

LCI 

i i * 

So many countries, so many customs. 


So many men, so many minds. 

\ 

rf 
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- 3 L^* (1/ 

Speech is silver but silence is gold. 

i i *S 

stolen pleasures are sweetest. 

Stretch your legs according to the 
coverlet. 



Strike while the iron is hot. 

Success is never blamed. 

, L“ U (^1 y ((j^/(3 t^l^' 

Sweep before your own door. 

• 

Take care of the pence and the 
pounds will take care of themselves. 

* *9 *9 *9 

The best fish swim near the bottom. 

The best is oftentimes the enemy of 
the good. 

1 


The busiest man finds the most leisure. 

The cat shuts its eyes when stealing 
cream. 

The cobbler's wife is the worst shod. 

The dogs bark, but the caravan goes on. 

The end crowns the work. 

The face is the index of the mind. 

-’jf 

The heart that once truly loves never 
forgets. 

The leopard cannot change its spots. 

The longest day has an end. 



The moon does not heed the barking 
of dogs. 
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There is no rule without an exception. 

The pitcher goes often to the well but 

is broken at last. 

There's no use crying over spilt milk. 

The receiver is as bad as the thief. 

Things past cannot be recalled. 

,{JZ 

The tailor makes the man. 

i 

Think today and speak tomorrow. 

The tongue of idle persons is never 

idle. 

Those who live in glass houses 

should not throw stones. 

The wind cannot be caught in a net. 

Time cures all things. 

The work shows the workman. 
l-f/i 

Time is money. 

There is no fire without smoke. 

Time is the great healer. 

There is no place like home. 

To drop a bucket into an empty well. 

.WiJiiJ-ij./ (it 

There is no rose without a thorn. 

To draw water in a sieve. 


rf 
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To err is human. 

To fight with one's own shadow. 



To find a mare's nest. 

To kill two birds with one stone. 

To know everything is to know nothing. 



To lay by for a rainy day. 

To live from hand to mouth. 

To lock the stable-door after the 
horse is stolen. 

To love somebody as the devil loves 
holy water. 


To pour water into a sieve. 



To put the cart before the horse. 

To set the wolf to keep the sheep. 

To teach the dog to bark. 

To throw dust in somebody's eyes. 

To wash one's dirty linen in public. 

Tomorrow come never. 



Too many cooks spoil the broth. 

Too much knowledge makes the 
head bald. 

Too much of a good thing is good for 
nothing. 
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J 

Too much water drowned the miller. 

Truth comes out of the mouths of 
babes and sucklings. 

Truth lies at the bottom of a well. 

Two blacks do not make a white. 

Two heads are better than one. 

Virtue is its own reward. 

Walls have ears. 

Wash your dirty linen at home. 

k:^l 

We know not what is good until we 
have lost it. 


We never know the value of water till 
the well is dry. 

A-Uijf^dL 

Wealth is nothing without health. 

What can't be cured, must be endured. 

Who breaks, pays. 

Who has never tasted bitter, knows 
not what is sweet. 

Who keeps company with the wolf, 
will learn to howl. 

With time and patience the leaf of the 
mulberry becomes satin. 

You can take a horse to the water but 
you cannot make him drink. 
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J ^ 

You cannot flay the same ox twice. 

♦ 

You cannot teach old dogs new tricks. 

♦ 

You cannot wash charcoal white. 

^ U/V j/J/v b*^f 

♦ 


m f l i 
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Beauty does not fill your tummy. 

Who starts with small will end up 
with big. 

Man is after money, but money is 
after his soul. 

{ 

Who is a dog here will be a dog there. 

Who wants to make his friend his 
enemy should loan him some money. 


Who celebrates all holidays will face 
all hungers. 

Who promises a lot will regret a lot. 

* ^ i *• 

Who sows what shall reap that. 

i 

Who weds a widow with three 
children takes four thieves into his 
house. 

y *s *9 i ♦ 

{ 

Who is out of sight is out of mind. 

• « 

i i 


Who is generous is lazy, who is 
angry is diligent. 

i ^ i i 


Wise is who admits he is still ignorant. 

t! 

i * i \ ** i 


Who lifts a dog's tail is a dog himself. 

, ^ (T j/^ b*U (9.> 

Who has gone out to the world will 
stay there. 
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Who suffers will live long. 

Who grows up without fear will live 

without honor. 

Who is afraid of wolf should not go 

into the woods. 

Who wanders all the moors will taste 

all the berries. 

jA 

Who is quick in youth will be diligent 
in old age. 

Make fun of the man, not of his hat. 

,Lfy lil J|> ^(i / 

Who does not obey the parents' word 
will be taught by the world. 

Who helps us in trouble is a true friend. 

, ^ t'/r ^v(}r-'8j ^ (Jj ^ 

i *t ^ 

Who lives as a dog will die as a dog. 

Who doesn't want one will not get two. 

Who fears laughing will die of fart. 

Who goes to catch a partridge will 

lose a hen. 

f>sJ 

Who shares is a king. 

1 • i 

Who has travelled a lot has seen a lot. 

Who starts well will finish badly. 

The mistakes of other people are 
good teachers. 

A poor beggar is the one who begs 
without a bag. 

Who is man here will be a man there. 

rf 
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Who is doomed to death will not be 

cured by medicines either. 

iSif' 

Who seeks shame will find shame. 

Who eats like a wolf will work like a 


bear. 

i >(54- 

Who is up to mischief will get beaten. 

^ y 

Who is good will be rewarded. 

Who looks for meat will find a bone. 

A man who has learned much is rich. 

A man is who knows to marry a 
woman and buy a horse. 

Who goes to church without his axe 
is a shitty man. 

Who goes out begging with a bread 
will come back with a piece, who 
goes out with a piece will come back 

with a bread. 

^ 1/Zl ^3^ 9 J /^<:L(3.>v>r 

J^J 

Who starts something has to finish it. 

Who talks a lot will be in trouble. 

i * •* 

Who sows evil shall reap perdition. 

The fish who is in the weir will want 

out, who is outside will want inside 

the weir. 

He's a fool who promises more than 

he can make. 

i - ^ ^ i 


Who talks a lot will get little done. 

rf 
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The man who can sharpen hundred 
stakes between two meals, can take 
a wife. 

i i •* 

Who asks a lot will get wiser. 

Who disobeys his parents, disobeys 
God. 

Who cheats is a dog, who lets himself 
be cheated is an ass. 

^ ^ - i i 

Who eats a lot will do a lot. 

t**i/9j L;>r 9j 

Who promises much will give little. 

I i 

Who helps himself will be helped by 
God. 

The mouth is the interpreter for the 
heart. 

i 


Who laughs early will cry later. 

^ ‘ i It 

Who helps us in trouble is a true 
friend. 

i *$ i 

Where there's work, there's bread. 

h 

Who is made to slave should do it 
with pleasure. 

Respect bread because bread is 
older than we are. 

Who is a piece of stick in youth will 
be a block of wood in old age. 

*$ i 

One woman never praises another. 

Who wants to teach others has to be 
learned himself. 

Who begs for the sake of mischief 
steals from the God. 
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^ o[ Jj. 

i 

Who is oily is also cruel. 

They are not all men who wear 
trousers. 

The old man looks death in the eye, 
the young man keeps him behind his 
back. 

,^ 1 :/ 

A girl without a needle is like a cat 
without a claw. 

The law is three days older than the 
earth. 

h 

The devil does not always wear 
boots -- he sometimes comes 
barefoot. 

JiL J. ol) ji — 



The cork is always bigger than the 
mouth of the bottle. 

i 

Who does not thank for a little will 
not thank for a lot. 

J^/ 

It is better to be without a wife for a 
minute than without tobacco for an 
hour. 

(ii; ^ /L> 

Where there is no fear, there is no 
pity. 

-(J^ W ofjLir. 

When God gives a child. He also 
gives the clothing. 

If you go only once round the room, 
you are wiser than he who sits still. 

(/( yf y ^ yf/( 

^ ** 

Give good and get good. 
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Justice knows no friendship. 


Little kettles soon boil over. 


Manure is the farmer's gold. 


Old love does not rust. 


One cannot make soup out of beauty. 

, C/. 


Silence is sometimes the answer. 


Barking dogs don't catch hares. 


The wood is the poor man's coat. 


Earth is dearer than gold. 


Wasting time is stealing from oneself. 

^ j/ b/"i 

i 


\ 

rf 
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A shameless person has no sense of 
shame at all. 

Eat when the food is ready; speak 
when the time is right. 

i'.fi ^/i\^ 

* * «• » 

It is better to be the cub of a live 
jackal than of a dead lion. 

The slimming of an elephant and the 
losses of a rich man are not 
noticeable. 

A too modest man goes hungry. 

When you are pepper, I am mustard; 
when thou art a needle, I am a knife. 
(3-^ i y 9 ^ 

Evil penetrates like a needle and 
then becomes like an oak tree. 


»• 

You think of water when the well is 
empty. 

, 4 :^ (3J( y^ ^ (j! 24-^^ 

Coffee and love taste best when hot. 

Her horns are too heavy for the cow. 

One does not become fat because 
he broke a fast. 

The frog wanted to be as big as the 
elephant, and burst. 

A bird hanging between two branches 
will get bitten on both wings. 

^ Jj4 jh) 9>* 41 ) b 2 ^ (J 4 I j/ 1 / 

h * 

Coffee is our bread. 

i 
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His mouth talks about Sheik Hussein 
but his hands are stretched up to the 
tree. 

One should punish a child the first 
time he comes home with a stolen 
egg. Otherwise, the day he returns 
home with a stolen ox, it will be too 
late. 

jij'U 

The mouse is silent while laboring, 
but when the baby is conceived, she 
cries. 

{ ^ 't » { • “V f 

Confiding a secret to an unworthy 
person is like carrying a grain in a 
bag with a hole in it. 

One who plants grapes by the road 
side, and one who marries a pretty 
woman, share the same problem. 


i 

A good name is better than good 
perfume. 

Cow dung can't be gathered where 
no cow has been. 

The calves do not fear the horns of 
their mother. 

The son of the Nile thirsts for water. 

,^b;/(3LK?^U:.^u 


After the hyena has gone, the dog 
barks. 

I 

It is foolish for someone to remain 
thirsty when he is in the midst of 
water. 

♦ ^ •♦V • i ^ ^ — 

The eye of the leopard is on the goat, 
and the eye of the goat is on the leaf. 
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By persevering, the egg walks on legs. 

sniff the cat's nose. 

He who has nothing to do, scatters 
and gathers. 

Don't spend the evening in a house 
where you can't spend the night. 

/(/I 

It is like using a spoon to get water 

from the Nile. 

If relatives help each other, what evil 

can hurt them? 

There is no one who became rich 

because he broke a holiday, and no 
one who gained weight because he 

broke a fast. 

One who runs alone cannot be outrun. 

ijj Ul 

When spiders' unite, they can tie up 

a lion. 

Cactus is bitter only to him who 

tastes of it. 

When one is prepared, difficulties do 

not come. 

He who knows much does not speak 

much. 

♦ 

i ^ 4^ 1 ^ 4^ 

There is no cure for him who hides 

an illness. 

When there are many women, the 
cabbage will be spoiled. 

U(//4 

A fool will pair an ox with an elephant. 

A mouse that wants to die goes to 

rf 
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She who does not yet know how to 
walk cannot climb a ladder. 

Living is worthless for one without a 
home. 

He who lives with an ass, sounds like 
an ass. 

i i 

When one is in love, a cliff becomes 
a meadow. 

^ ^ • 

The witness of a rat is another rat. 

A fool looks for dung where the cow 
never grazed. 

-ju^iSdA 

Advise and counsel him; if he does 
not listen, let adversity teach him. 

The haughty blind person picks a 
fight with his guide. 


A close friend can become a close 
enemy. 

I ^ V -t 

Only the man who is not hungry says 
the coconut has a hard shell. 

i i i 

Even if Christ's death could have 
been prevented, Judas would still be 
a traitor. 

The little stars will always shine 
while the great sun is often eclipsed. 

A fool and water will go the way they 
are directed. 

If you see that a town worships a calf, 
then cut the grass and feed it. 
i/i/ y^y^^b*/Lyc^^y4*^/M^^^yf/( 

An eye and a friend are quickly hurt. 
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The heart of a fool is in his mouth 

and the mouth of the wise man is in 

his heart. 

* 

i 

, ^ L**.?: 

i 


A home without a woman is like a 
barn without cattle. 




The best of mankind is a farmer the 
best food is fruit. 



A good conversation is better than a 
good bed. ^ 




A cat may go to a monastery, but she 
still rernains a cat. 


If the heart is sad, tears will flow. 


Woman without man is like a field 
without seed. 




A silly daughter teaches her mother 
how to bear children. 




The fool is thirsty in the midst of water. 

L-.fT 1/5X(3 Ll:? y ^ 


Snake at your feet-a stick at your hand! 

,4(J5 L ^ b 

Men fear danger, women only the 
sight of it. 

y^Ji jf 

If you are planning to travel where 
corn grows, you should take a sickle 
with you. 


A blade won't cut another blade; a 
cheat won't cheat another cheat. 

One who recovers from sickness, 
forgets about God. 
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Who cannot yet walk, cannot climb a 
ladder. 

Don't demand that what you write in 
the Nile will be read in the desert. 

• • 

What is inflated too much will burst 
into fragments. 

The dog I bought bit me; the fire I 
kindled burned me. 

If one is not in a hurry, even an egg 
will start walking. 

ytke}!^ 

When the Nile knows a secret the 
desert will soon know it too. 

A^ifiX 

The cow knows the cowherd but not 
the owner. 


If a friend hurts you, run to your wife. 
,(jf ic'ij' 

* *9 ^ 

Do not blame God for having created 
the tiger, but thank Him for not giving 
it wings. 

The cattle is as good as the pasture 
in which it grazes. 

No one knows what the dawn will 
bring. 

I have a cow in the sky, but cannot 
drink her milk. 

When spiders' webs unite, they can 
tie up a lion. 

-Ui'^ 

Dine with a stranger but save your 
love for y.our family. 
iXic;/ 
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He who digs too deep for a fish, may 

come out with a snake. 


He who learns, teaches. 

No better witnesses than your own 

eyes. 

♦ 

A fool at forty is a fool indeed. 

i * *9 

It is easy to become a monk in one's 
old age. 


He who conceals his disease cannot 

expect to be cured. 


The fool speaks, the wise man listens. 


A coward sweats in water. 


With man comes the quarrel. 

h 


A powerful friend becomes a power 
ful enemy. 

^ ** ** 


Great men have big hearts. 



rf 
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A long voyage begins with just one 

step. 


Wherever you find sugar, you'll find 

ants. 

-6u^ jlf. 

Beauty will fade, but not goodness. 

While the blanket is short, learn to 

bend. 

Too much bragging drives away 

wisdom. 



A desperate person will even hold on 
to a knife edge. 

Boldness is the fruit of hope. 

A fly that lands on a carabao feels 
itself to be higher than the carabao. 

^ (Af' /j/y ^ (Af' 

•* V 

Every kind of animal can be tamed, 
but not the tongue of man. 

He who seeks advice seldom errs. 

i i 

A monkey dressed up is still a monkey. 

Whatever the tree, so is the fruit. 

A person who is outwardly calm has 
anger raging inside. 

i 

Whatever you do, think about it 

seven times. 

♦ 



rf 















Page 244 of 310 


An intelligent monkey can still be 

beaten. 

6 * 

He who gives alms to the poor faces 

heaven. 

Avoiding danger is not cowardice. 
Courage without discretion is no 
good. 

He who quits does not win, he who 

wins does not quit. 

« « 

He who sowed wind, reaps a typhoon. 

i 

Bad grass does not die easily. 

^1/ 

He who speaks too much works too 

little. 

Every community has its own customs 

and traditions. 

If you buy things you don't need, you 
will soon be selling things you do need. 

L/-^9-’(5A 

He who believes in hearsay does 

himself a disservice. 

i * i * 

He who does not know to look where 

he came from will never get to his 

destination. 

It is advantageous to follow advice, 
for you will succeed in life. 

It is easier to dam a river than to stop 
the flow of gossip. 

He who does not love their national 

language is worse than a putrid fish. 

^ cK (iy (/ ^ ^ (jL; c?l 

1 

It is easy to be a man. It is hard to 

make oneself human. 

\ 

rf 
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h i 

others is usually the one who 

deserves criticism the most. 

It is never too late to offer anything 
that is good. 

i ~ ^ . 

There is no bitter crust to a hungry 

person. 

Laziness is the sibling of starvation^ 

, ^ (5 i-ij ^ d 1^"/cT 

i 

Life is like a wheel, sometimes at the 

top, sometimes at the bottom. 

There is no earthly bliss not watered 
by tears. 

Mercy resides in God; deeds are in men. 

To a person who has real shame, 

words are oath. 

♦* ^ 

No bread is too hard for warm coffee. 

Truthfulness ensures a lasting relation- 

®^'P' . - - , 

Stones hurled to the sky. Don't get 
angry if you get hit. 

What one learns in childhood he 

carries into adulthood. 

The earth has ears, news has wings. 

jIJjIc'IJ' ij^c^ /•d3 

L * h 

To a dog a bone has more value 
than a pearl. 

The pain of the little finger is felt by 
the whole body. 

There is no bad food in a famine. 

The person who is always criticizing 

rf 
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The noisiest drum has nothing but 
air inside. 



The higher the bamboo, the more it 
can be bent. 

The bitterness of studying is 
preferable to the bitterness of 
ignorance. 

Tell me who your father is, and I'll tell 
you who you are. 

1 ^iji (jf 


Tell a lie and the truth will come to light. 

People who do not break things first 
will ngver learn to create anything. 

No child was ever born without 
having been conceived. 


Marriage is not just a porridge that 
you spit out if it's too hot. 



It is easy to be born, it is difficult to 
be a human being. 

It is easier to dam a river than to stop 
gossip. 

If you sow arrows, you will reap 
sorrows. 

,LyjisyS\hLiJ.i/y/\ 

Don't trust in fortune until you are in 
heaven. 

♦ 

If you are going a long way, go slowly. 

If a bamboo tube makes a loud 
sound, it is empty. 

(jb^y 

Children who get everything they ask 
for seldom succeed in life. 
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Borrowed clothes are either too tight 
or too loose. 

A young branch can be straightened, 
a mature one breaks. 

A country without freedom is like a 
prisoner with shackled hands. 

A clear conscience is more valuable 
than wealth. 

A brave man will face a situation no 
matter how dreadful. 

Not all that is black is charcoal. 

b*^9U>r|^l/ si 

Postpone today's anger until 
tomorrow. 

There's a crocodile in every big river. 



There's no glory without sacrifice. 

Wherever you go, habit follows, 
-ti/i# 

♦ 

A year's care, a minute's ruin. 

Caution minimizes loss. 

Loyalty is more valuable than 
diamonds. 

•4 
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ish Pr 



A bird in the hand is worth ten in the 
bush. 

A cat lives on praise, a dog by pats 
on the head. 

A child is like an axe; even if it hurts, 
you still carry him on your shoulders. 

♦ 

A Finn doesn't believe before he has 
seen. 

A little bit of experience is better than 
a barrel full of knowledge. 

A man is valued by his work, not his 
words. 


A man without a wife is like a field 
without a fence. 

Awilling helper comes without 
asking. 

Actions have consequences. 

An honest man would rather sell his 
land than tell a lie. 

Being in love is like feeling the 
sun from both sides. 

Buy, buy, the children will pay the debts. 

lXAic/ 

Cleanliness is half a meal. 
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Closeness without conflict only exists 
in the cemetery. 

Disappears like a fart into Sahara. 

Don't paint the devil on the wall. 

Eat, and small ills disappear. 

,(jf ife JiliX 1/ 

End well, all well. 

Even a pigeon has a pussy. 

/(? 

Even a poor man owns the sun and 
the stars. 

Even a stupid one seems wise if he 
keeps his mouth shut. 

l/c?/ 

♦ i 

Even the clock shows the time 
without knowing anything. 

/cT 


Even the crow sings with its own voice. 

i * 

Everything is beautiful once the eye 
likes the view. 

Express yourself earnestly, and you 
have no reason for shame even if 
you lack talent. 

ki l' 

Father's goodness is higher than the 
mountains. Mother's goodness is 
deeper than the sea. 

Foreign places are nice enough, but 
home is sweeter. 

From small beginnings could come 
great things. 

God did not create hurry. 

\ jih \ ^ 
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Happiness is a place between too 

little and too much. 

If you're short of trouble take a goat. 

In sunshine the dust is seen. 

Harmony creates accommodation. 


Keeping yourself and your food 
clean, you'll get more from it. 

He who asks won't lose his way. 

, V b ^ Pf y 9 j 

i * • 

He who lies thrice believes he's told 

» 

the truth. 

i hi* 

Life is uncertain so eat your desert first. 

i *0 ** L ■' 

He who praises the past blames the 
present. 

cj(/L*>r9j 

Love blinds your eyes, marriage 
opens them wide. 

i (^l 

i 

Help the man climbing a hill, not the 
one standing below it. 

Love came in a paper bag, said the 
maiden when she got a letter from 

her sweetheart. 

^ Jr^ 3 ^yf 

^if (3^ 

Hope for miracles, but don't rely on 
one happening. 

Money talks all the way to heaven's 

door. 

1 love others too, but 1 love myself 

more. 


if' 

Money's for buying and a horse is for 
riding. 


rf 
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i ^ i •♦ -• 

Roll me, don't curse me, said the 
stone to the ploughman. 


Never leave a mate behind. 

Skill is not a heavy load to carry. 

No need to plough and sew madmen, 
they grow by themselves. 

)fs3‘i}37 


The brave eat the soup, the timid die 
of hunger. 

No one is a blacksmith when they 

are born. 


The child led by the hand never 

learns to walk. 

No use crying at the market, sell your 
fur coat and drink the money. 

• 

The devil dances nowhere as much 

as between a couple. 

- 1 ?( ^ /A 

On the gallows, the first night is the 

worst. 

i * 

The poor can't afford to buy cheap. 

The winter does not go without 

Own home is worth gold. 

looking backward. 

Poverty is no joy, although it 
sometimes makes you laugh. 

The wise person is only cheated once. 

There's a man who looks like a 


partridge with legs like a mosquito. 

rf 
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To be in love is to feel the sun from 
both sides. 

Two do not think the same thoughts 
together. 

War does not determine who is right, 
only who is remaining. 

i 

Water is the oldest medicine. 

^ • • 

What adds to knowledge, adds to pain. 

When a man remembers the land, 
the land remembers him. 

Whose bread you eat, his songs 
you'll sing. 

♦ ♦ 

Wise in the morning is wiser in the 
evening. 



Work earns a living but trade makes 
you rich. 

You can disguise wealth but you 
can't hide poverty. 

You can't trust that a job will be done 
properly unless you do it yourself. 

•« ♦ * 

♦ 

You're just like a baby; one never 
knows what comes and when it 
comes. 

You are not a man until you have 
plowed a field. 

^^ jLifi iS ii 

Who stands by the door of his house 
is not yet gone away. 

To an optimist every weed is a flower; 
to a pessimist every flower is a weed. 
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ij4ri ^^^ -if'U 

i 


The world is a good teacher, but it 
charges a huge fee. 

The wise man will be cheated only once. 

A J 

The water is the same on both sides 
of the boat. 

The walking-stick reaches many 
lands, the word many more. 

J^jiSX iih 


The old cow forgets that she was 
once a cajf. 

ijy^ yy. 

The lazy sweat when they eat and 
complain of the cold when they work. 

^b*f ^/yy JL UA bi/ ^ 
iSiS)/“] 

The back has to pay for what the 
ears didn't hear. 

,^b*i 2^ohx 


The forest will answer you in the way 
you call to it. 



Praise your horse tomorrow, your son 
when he has a beard, your daughter 
when she is married and yourself 
never. 

fjjji l/^i ^ 6 ^ 


Never judge a reindeer from close by 
when you got it from a rich man 
because you may find that some of 
the antlers are missing. . 


Love is a garden full of flowers and 
marriage is a field of stinging nettles. 

ijilt til/ ^ j^4 c./ 


If you borrow some chaff from the 
rich man you have to repay him with 
wheat. 
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If the bathroom and a brandy cannot 
help a man, then death is imminent. 

•» 


Even a small star shines in the dark. 

If a man knew where he would fall, 

he would spread straw there first. 

Don't raise your club so high; it will 
only fall on your head. 

He who shares the meat is always 

left with the bone. 

, ^ (3 u V (i i ^ ^ b* />r 9 j 

Do it today! Tomorrow it might be 

forbidden. 

** i '' 

He who cannot light a fire knows 
nothing about love. 

Better ice that melts than fire that 

extinguishes. 

He needs a long candle who awaits 

the death of another. 

i '' 

Be always a little afraid so that you 

never will be much afraid. 

Happiness does not come from 
happiness itself, but from the journey 
towards achieving it. 

As we grow older our bad qualities 
make us younger. 

-UiSjdilif. 

All that glitters is not gold, nor all that 
sparkles silver. 

Everyone knows the bear, but the 

bear knows no one. 


rf 
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Age does not give you good sense, it 
only makes you go slowly. 

** y ♦ ♦ 

i 't 



A widow, like a widower, is a house 

without a roof. 


A married man has many sorrows -- 

an unmarried man has one more. 

- 9 J L ^ l/I 


Cowardice will not prolong life. 


God did not create haste. 


In heaven you won't hear the 
mosquitoes. 


Rain does not stay in the sky. 


The cheese betrays the milk. 

- A 

^ y*** 


The echo knows all languages. 

rf 
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He who gives to the poor loans to God. 

One half the world knows not how 

the other half lives. 

The interested friend is a swallow on 

the roof. 

^ * * ♦ ♦ * 

God heals, and the physician takes 

the fee. 

i i 1 

A baby is an angel whose wings 
decrease as his legs increase. 

Sailors get to know each other better 

when there is a storm. 

Ignorance and incuriosity are two 
very soft pillows. 

He who grasps at too much loses 
everything. 

/r^b‘3^9^L;ir9j 

i i ** 

Love makes time pass away, and 
time makes love pass away. 

The mill does not grind with water 
that is past. 

Too much zeal spoils all. 

A bad compromise is better than a 
good lawsuit. 

Better to bend then break. 

i 

Love, a cough, and smoke will not 

remain secret. 

\ 

jijl^ Jills’ 

rf 
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Bear wealth, poverty will bear itself. 


Man is not man, but a wolf to those 

Nothing is given as easily as advice. 

he does not know. 

Every bee's honey is sweet. 

6^/7 

Between two stools one sits on the 

ground. 

Patience is bitter, but the fruit is sweet. 

i i 

Who sows thorns let him not walk 

ba re-foot. 

Young men forgive, old men never. 

(/(i/U-(i i\ cjor 

W V If i 

Great talkers, little doers. 

The friendship of a great man is like 
the shadow of a bush -- soon gone. 

Suspicion always haunts the guilty 
party. 

L**bj/(3v 

If the doctor cures the sun sees it, 

but if he kills the earth hides it. 

i ^ i 

He who survives will see the outcome. 

• -t 

The pleasure of love lasts but a 
moment, the pain of love lasts a 

lifetime. 

A .hr lA^J -L 

A fault that is denied once is 

committed twice. 

^ y ^ 

A word to the wise. 

A throne is only a bench covered 

with velvet. 



rf 
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Never speak of a rope in the family of 
one who has been hanged. 

i * 

To wash an ass's head is but loss of 

time and soap. 

Better die a beggar than live as a miser. 

We must learn from life how to suffer it. 

i::£ 

l ^ ^ w w 

One flower maketh not a bouquet. 

- L“bic/^ 

One scabby sheep is enough to spoil 

the whole flock. 

XjJU_1 <^4 )^- i}h 

1 cried when 1 was born and each 

day now 1 realize why. 

** ^ i 

With enough "ifs" we could put Paris 

into a bottle. 


The old dog barks not in vain. 

The great thieves lead away the little 

thieves. 

There is one who kisses, and the 

other who offers the cheek. 

If you want the truth, ask a child. 

All of the Earth's treasures can't 

bring back a lost moment. 

A scalded cat fears cold water. 

No one is satisfied with his fortune, 

nor dissatisfied with his intellect. 

« Jz/* ** 

Life is an onion that you peel crying. 



rf 
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What is learned in the cradle lasts till 

the grave. 

No person is too old to learn. 

What is not good for the swarm is not 
good for the bees. 

Choose a wife with your ears, not 

your eyes. 

Paris wasn't made in a day. 

Comparison is not necessarily proof. 

ijji 

Women will believe any lie that is 
wrapped in praise. 

Write injuries in dust, but kindnesses 

in marble. 

He carries fire and water. 

He gives nothing who does not give 

himself. 

^ f V 

1 have so much to do...that 1 am 

going to bed. 

The person who does not ask will 
never get a bargain. 

J^/udcL,c/-i/cdciiif‘): 

The only real way someone can stop 

criticism is to die. 

Tis better to be a coward than fool¬ 
hardy. 

A lie travels round the world while 

truth is putting her boots on. 

Autumn is the hush before winter. 

Nothing dries so fast as tears. 

rf 
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What is true by firelight is not always 
true by daylight. 

i 

Don't imitate the fly before you have 
wings. 

Patience is bitter but its fruits are 
sweet. 

You need to break the shell in order 
to have the almond. 


He has a very hard heart who does 
not love May. 

i '' 

The eye of the master fattens the 
steed. 

i 

A little gall spoils a great deal of 
honey. 


To be loved is the best way of being 
useful. 

Tell me whom you frequent, and I will 
tell you who you are. 

ij- jil ‘JL L^\fLJ\Ulf X( A 

♦ ♦ 

♦ ♦ 

A healthy woman is a successful 
woman. 

i • 

All cats are bad in May. 

Never speak of a rope in the house 
of one who was hanged. 

Everything passes, everything wears 
out, and everything breaks. 

Possession is nine tenths of the law. 

, ^ JlAjl y jZl cJ VIT-^^ 

i 

The future belongs to the man who 
rises early. 

L ** i 
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A person's reputation is like his 

shadow-sometimes it follows and 

sometimes it precedes him; and 

sometimes it is smaller and 

Stupidity is too often beauty's 
imperfection. 

»• 

, l^'(3 / 9 j L V c/1/ 

sometimes it is bigger than him. 

He who grasps too much holds not 
firmly. 

He who curbs his desires will always 
be rich enough. 

Late is worth more than never. 

The horse that draws most is most 

Beauty without virtue is as a flower 
without perfume. 

whipped. 

i ^ ( t ^ 

If you want to totally avoid being 
deceived, get married on February 

30th. 

Travelers from afar can lie with 

impunity. 

Better to prevent than to cure. 

The surest way to remain poor is to 

be an honest man. 

One half the world laughs at the other. 

>1 

t>r J,U>'l/| 

A sin concealed is half pardoned. 

9k^ 9>^y 

i V 

Gratitude is the heart's money. 

i •* 

Love is the dawn of marriage, and 
marriage is the sunset of love. 

rf 
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Better to be seen alone than in bad 
company. 

(ii 

One flower will not make a garland. 

Do you wish people to think well of 
you? Don't speak. 

Always say no, and you will never be 
married. 

*9 6 

A living dog is better than a dead lion. 



By candle-light a goat looks like a 
lady. 

A woman conceals only what she 
does not know. 


A handful of good life is better than 
seven barrels of learning. 

/if 

Everything comes to the man who 
does not need it. 

Better a slip of the foot than of the 
tongue. 

A saint that cannot cure anyone has 
few disciples. 

A good fox does not eat his neighbor's 
chickens. 

Goodness is the only investment that 
never fails. 

Every miller draws the water to his 
own mill. 

A man without money is like a wolf 
without teeth. 

.£.onyttiy4,^4\ytt£.^»d^i 
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J 

A friend is known in time of need. 

i * ^ X 

God is on the side of the strongest 
battalions. 

Don't snap your fingers at the dogs 
before you are out of the village. 

A deaf husband and a blind wife are 
always a happy couple. 

Fools invent fashions and wise men 
follow them. 

A kick from a mare never hurt a horse. 

A little man sometimes casts a long 
shadow. 

i ** 

A cow from afar gives plenty of milk. 

j/) 

For most people love of justice is no 
more than the fear to suffer injustice. 


A woman would rather swallow her 
teeth than her tongue. 

A bellyful of gluttony will never study 
willingly. 

/ S)lj 

Fair is he that comes, but fairer he 
that brings. 

, ^ N iT ^ LC 19 j L ; 9 .>cA L**f >r ^ (9 j 

Better bread in the basket than a 
feather in your cap. 

A sparrow in the hand is better than 
a crane on the wing. 

Greedy eaters dig their graves with 
their teeth. 

Everyone should sweep before his 
own door. 

**i *$ *S 
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J 

A party of one alone is not a party. 

A girl without a friend is like the spring 
without roses. 

God visits us often, but most of the 
time we are not home. 

Economy is the wealth of the poor 
and the wisdom of the rich. 

A man travels as far in a day as a 
snail in a hundred years. 

i 

Children have more need of models 
than critics. 

After the daughter is married, then 
come sons-in-law in plenty. 

Don't run too far, you will have to 
return the same distance. 

♦ 


Between promising and giving a man 
should marry his daughter. 

A woman and a melon are hard to 
choose. 

A great fortune in the hands of a fool 
is a great misfortune. 

A fine quotation is a diamond on the 
finger of a man of wit, and a pebble 
in the hand of a fool.^ 

I - ^ 

Dogs that always fight always have 
bleeding ears. 

() 

Always talk big and you will never be 
forgotten. 

♦ 

A woman's tongue is her sword, and 
she does not let it rust. 
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A surgeon should be young a 
physician old. 

A person is unlucky who falls on his 
back and breaks his nose. 

i 

A fine girl and a tattered gown always 
find something to hook them. 

i 

Always say no, and you will never be 
married. 

♦ 

A living dog is better than a dead lion. 



A woman's heart dries quicker than 
her tears. 

, 4 _ iCt/i 

Fair, good, rich, and wise, is a woman 
four stories high. 


Better the second husband of a 
widow than the first. 

A Sunday's child never dies of the 
plague. 

A good swimmer is not safe against 
drowning. 



Death takes the poor man's cow and 
the rich man's child. 

/yi* \j3\pcjy* 

A lawyer needs three bags: one full 
of papers, one full of money, and one 
full of patience. 

1 / 

Follow the river and you will reach 
the sea. 

♦ 

Do not let grass grow on the path of 
friendship. 

All truths are not good to be uttered. 
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Better a slip of the foot than of the 

tongue. 

A cow from afar gives plenty of milk. 

A civil denial is better than a rude 

A bad workman never finds a good 

tool. 

grant. 

Everyone blames his memory, but 
never his judgment. 

A silent woman is a gift from God. 

A good head does not want for hats. 

Better a good dinner than a fine coat. 

Every one draws the water to his 

own mill. 

A good figure is better than a 

reference letter. 

ifti 

i 

A friend to my table and wine, is no 
good neighbor. 

X^yi 

Good repute is better than a golden 

belt. 

A man may bear till his back breaks. 

Every fox carries his tail his own way. 

A lame man won't walk with one who 

is lamer. 

A man with a watch knows what time 

it is. A man with two watches is never 

sure. 

rf 
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God helps three sorts of people: 
fools, children and drunkards. 

'(i 

For most people love of justice is no 
more than the fear to suffer injustice. 

A JI' 

A woman would rather swallow her 
teeth than her tongue. 

A bellyful of gluttony will never study 
willingly. 

A girl without a friend is like the 
spring without roses. 

As the man is worth his land is worth. 

i i 

A fool's tongue is long enough to cut 
his own throat. 

An apple, an egg, and a nut, you may 
eat after a slut. 


♦ 

A man is no happier than he thinks 
himself. 

A day is lost if one has not laughed. 

AA/i 

After a feast a man scratches his 
head. 

A hungry dog is not afraid of a 
cudgeling. 

A cake eaten in peace is worth two in 
trouble. 

0 )^ 

A wise man may learn of a fool. 

A great estate is not gotten in a few 
hours. 

Everybody is wise after the thing has 
happened. 
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, ^ 3 9 Zl-^ 

i 

At the king's court every one for 

himself. 

Don't make an oven of your cap or a 
garden of your belly. 

-J. 

A rich man is never ugly in the eyes 
of a girl. 

A woman who dances too much gets 

ill from little work. 

,^(3 b94v>^ 

A good burgundy does a lot for women, 
especially when men drink it. 

jy v/ t/y 

A healthy soul cannot live in a dry 
body. 

Good comes to better, and better to 

bad. 

A beggar is never out of his road. 

Everything may be bought except 
day and night. 

As soon dies the calf as the cow. 

A man who wants bread is ready for 
anything. 

A good meal ought to begin with 
hunger. 

A fool's speech is a bubble of air. 

Every woman needs two men -- one 

to be married to and the other to 

compare. 

^ ^ (3Z (5 ^A 

rf 

God and man think him a fool who 

brags of his own great wisdom. 
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Being loved is the best way of being 
useful. 

A good bottle of wine does not need 
a cork. 

Good advice is often annoying--bad 
advice never is. 

{^1 — eL^'^yt^\il-^f[j\jby^ if'ii 

As changeable is the moon so is the 
opinion of the woman. 

^ y ^ ♦ 

A man who is his own lawyer has a 
fool for a client. 

, ^ l:? Jii:: stjyiiSiUi 

i i * 

A foolish woman is known by her 
finery. 

** * «* 

A lawyer needs three bags: one full 
of papers, one full of money, and one 
full of patience. 

i '' 

Afi\ /. i::^yt^^ij3i^iyii /. (/. 


A colt you may break, but an old 
horse you never can. 
yI ‘JL 

A beautiful maxim in the memory is 
like a piece of gold in the purse. 

^<^ibyiLf'^^i33lj^ Jl 

Everything in time comes to him who 
knows how to wait. 

v.L/Ltf£lL/(^/r 

i 

Better be an old man's darling than a 
young man's slave. 

A sin that is hidden is half forgiven. 

i ^ V 

A good man is a man of goods. 

Everyone has a fool in his sleeve. 

^^b^yrL:3)y:^lijti£^fi^i^l£ly^ 


God puts a good root in the little 
pig's way. 

,^0l3iA2£lji^jy'J^3€iJ^(^li}lyJ)l 

i 
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Don't try to fly before you have wings. 

A fine girl and a tattered gown always 


find something to hook them. 

A man may cause his own dog to 

bite him. 


- ^ (j“o/(JU* 1 

It is loving too much to die of love. 

A woman laughs when she can, and 


weeps when she pleases. 

However treacherous the sea may 


be, women are still more so. 


ij'l ^ jW tJ-Sbjjy 

A man who wants to drown his dog 

says he is mad. 

He who eats of the king's goose will 


void a feather forty years after. 


4-Jr ^hli' fJ 

God gives the cold according to the 

cloth. 

- ^ L**X^ t:^ ((/^ J Lh 


There is no worse water than still 

water. 

A good armchair makes the backside 

soft and the heart hard. 

(3zi i 9 j 


There are more foolish buyers than 

foolish sellers. 

Golden bishop, wooden crosier; 
wooden bishop, golden crosier. 



Laughing is not always the proof of a 

mind at ease. 

Even the best mule still saves a kick 

for his master. 



rf 
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What is true by lamplight is not always 
true by sunlight. 

If you want to understand men, study 
women. 

if f 

He that hunts two hares will catch 
neither. 

J0^Opf733^>i3 

What is bad for one is good for 
another. 

The urine of one dog will not pollute 
the ocean. 

The first love letters are written with 
the eyes. 

,LL-\>7£^o7'\ 

Never send a boy to do a man's job. 

He that is ashamed to eat is 
ashamed to live. 


The villain that becomes rich knows 
neither friends nor family. 

Sometimes the cry of the animal is 
worse than the animal itself. 

Never share a foxhole with anyone 
braver than you are. 

(J'(j 

If you give a gift to a rich man, the 
devil sniggers. 

i 

He who is anxious for the death of 
another has a long rope to pull. 

We must have reasons for speech 
but we need none for silence. 

^3^ 

^l}y::iP^j3yo 

The devil was so fond of his children 
that he plucked out their eyes. 
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c)/ (/I fc" uX- V 

f 

Money is lost only for want of money. 

Unless Hell is full, no lawyer will ever 
be saved. 



When sheep get angry they are 
worse than wolves. 

There is no flavor in a swallowed 
morsel. 

Pray, pray very much; but beware of 
telling God what you want. 

6 V ♦ 

Nothing is more contagious than a 
bad example. 

• ^ 

He who spits in the air pollutes 
himself. 

h i 


He that stumbles and falls not, mends 
his pace. 

i 

The gown is hers that wears it; and 
the world is his who enjoys it. 

Tasty is the chicken that is fed by 
someone else. 

2^ jjily' y‘sJ 

When one has not what one likes, 
one must like what one has. 

Try to reason about love, and you will 
lose your reason. 

♦ 

There is no such thing as an insigni¬ 
ficant enemy. 

The miser and the pig are of no use 
till dead. 
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Real love is when you don't have to 
tell each other. 

Man is fire, woman is tow, and the 
devil comes and blows. 

^L-f cJti^ jf V 

He who wants to conquer lechery 
must flee from it. 

* • 

The bagpipe never utters a work till 
its belly is full. 


( 

He who sees leather cut asks for a 
thong. 

i h ' * 

He that spends more than he is 
worth spins a rope for his own neck. 

He carries fire in one hand, water in 
the other. 

To leave a place is to die a little. 

- ^ b by l/(i biyf Jf k-^( 


People who have bread to eat do not 
appreciate the severity of a famine. 




Life is half spent before one knows 
what life is. 

In youth, one has tears without grief; 
in age, grief without tears. 


The Germans carry their wit in their 
fingers. 

Take a woman's first advice and not 
her second. 


One tale is good till another is told. 
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No one is expected to achieve the 
impossible. 

They are not free who drag their 

chains behind them. 

Hunger looks in at the industrious 

man's door but dares not enter. 

The devil sweetens another man's 

wife with a spoonful of honey. 

Since the wine is drawn it must be 

He who fears to suffer, suffers from 

fear. 

drunk. 

It is madness for a sheep to talk of 
peace with a wolf. 

He is like the gardener's dog, who 
don't eat cabbage and will let no one 

else eat them. 

/jili/'ijj if' / 

Man is the only mammal that can be 

skinned more than once. 

X s)lj (X ij (jUl 

Ji/ 

When the Frenchman sleeps the 

devil rocks him. 


It is better to leave the child's nose 

dirty than wring it off. 

Two men may meet, but never two 

mountains. 


When he was fifteen the devil was a 

good looking boy. 

The monk that begs for God's sake 
begs for two. 

i i * 

The bad man thinks that everybody 

looks like him. 


rf 
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In your own company no one is boss. 


He cannot be a friend to anyone who 
is his own enemy. 


He that has not money in his purse 
should have honey in his mouth. 




White meal is not got out of a coal- 
sack. 

You do not fatten pigs with pure water. 

♦ ^ 

When you can't find peace within 
yourself, it's useless to seek it else 
where. 


No man is a prophet in his own country. 

You easily lend bread to the one who 
has flour. 

*s ** 

With an old husband's hide one buys 
a young one. 

h 

Who wives for a dower, resigns his 
own power. 

Youth lives on hope, old age on 
remembrance. 

,4 


Widows comfort themselves when they 
remarry, widowers take revenge. 

Who spits against heaven, it falls on 
his head. 

kr/xf X ilc/ (J L>"f>r 

i i 


You cannot satisfy the whole world 
and your father. 

** • ** 



When we cannot get what we love, 
we must love what is within our 
reach. 


h **i *S 
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Write injuries in the sand, kindnesses 
in marble. 

Who serves the mass is thanked by 
none, but cursed if aught left undone. 

IrL'U/y 

i * • • 

When thieves fall out the thefts are 
discovered. 

, ^ l^'jy y ci 2^:^ 

Work relieves us from three great 
evils, boredom, vice, and want. 

Where the hostess is handsome the 
wine is good. 

You cannot make an ass drink if he 
is not thirsty. 

Why hide from God what the saints 
already know? 


Who is known as an early riser may 
sleep longer. 

Where the hostess is beautiful the 

wine is tasty. 

»* 

You can cage a bird but you can't 
make it sing. 

.£/u^J 

Why buy a cow when milk is so cheap? 

y .>7 1 >-^ 1?( 

Who is born of a cat will run after mice. 

V i w* 

You must not throw stones into your 
neighbor's garden. 

Where the hedge is lowest men jump 
over. 

When the tree is down everybody 
runs to the branches. 

yl f^ 
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Word by word the big books are made. 

Where the goat is tied she must 
browse. 

Women, money, and wine have their 
balm and their harm. 

Who draws his sword against his 
prince must throw away his 
scabbard. 

You hear little from the drummer that 
is paid in advance. 

if-1/141 Ay} A A 

Where love sets the table food tastes 
at its best. 

You cannot get oil out of a wall. 

♦ 

Without bread and wine even love 
will pine. 


Whoever rubs himself with garlic will 
not smell of cloves. 

f ij kjT J ij iL^^fI ^ 

♦ 

You don't have to kill the chicken to 
get eggs. 

Where wine appears the doctor 
disappears. 

Small brooks make big rivers. 

- 1< t ^ i b (j>* 


The mortar always smells of garlic. 

Too much water drowned the miller. 

,^tL,44Al-i/-dyA 

Whores and thieves are always very 
pious. 



The shortest follies are the best. 

** L 

— *»i > 


-(>r 


yj.f' 
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Wolves do not eat each other. 

Good bargains are ruinous. 

In love and war don't seek counsel. 

He who sows virtue reaps fame. 

, ^ 1} ^ L-y. >r 9.> 

Scratch people where they itch. 

Marriages are written in heaven. 

Jealousy is nourished by doubt. 

i * 

Reasonable people can differ. 

God knows who is a good pilgrim. 

In marriage cheat who can. 

Might overcomes right. 

Once is no custom. 

Sadness and gladness succeed 

each other. 

He who turns aside avoids danger. 

Fine birds are commonly plucked. 

Gossipers are the devil's trumpeters. 

He who has money has capers. 

Poverty is not a vice. 

i •' 

Love does wonders, but money 
makes marriages. 

Honey is not for asses. 


rf 
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Praise the sea, and keep on land. 


Every man has his value. 

Good blood will never lie. 

A good dog never barks at fault. ^ 

Fear is a great inventor. 

After the act wishing is in vain. 

^2^/' 

i * t * 

He plays well that wins. 

( ^ i 

Children and fools are prophets. 

Liars need good memories. 

Everybody must live. 

God helps him who helps himself. 

, ^ b*yl> b>* (SJ^^ 

i *$ * i 

Don't teach fishes to swim. 

He who pays well is well served. 


A dog may look at a bishop. 

Love teaches even asses to dance. 

h 

Beauty and folly are often companions. 

* ♦* ** 

Punctuality is the sole of business. 

A full belly counsels well. 

A friend's meat is soon ready. 

A young angel, an old devil. 

A word once out flies everywhere. 


rf 
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A good example is the best sermon. 

Empty casks make the most noise. 

,^b*y;bf9.)L;U.(3l^ 

i - V..* 

Children and fools have merry lives. 

A full belly sets a man jigging. 

•* 

A litigious man, a liar. 

i 

Absent people do not inherit. 

An eel escapes frorn a good fisherman. 

Beware of a reconciled enemy. 

jAiy^ 

Deceit always returns to its master. 

All cats are alike grey at night. 

Fat pastures make fat venison. 

An old ox makes a straight furrow. 

A merry life forgets father and mother. 

Avarice bursts the bag. 

At Rome do as Rome does. 

All heads are not sense-boxes. 

Don't teach your grandmother to 
suck eggs. 

^ • 

An old rat is a brave rat. 

Diamond cut diamond. 

Beauty is silent eloquence. 

i ** 


A muffled cat never caught a mouse. 

rf 
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A stingy man is always poor. 

Adversity makes strange bedfellows. 

i *'' * 

Believe that, and drink some water. 

(iy^ (3 

A good dog never barks at fault. ^ 

Big winds, small showers. 

Children and fools are prophets. 

Everyone feels his own burden heavy. 

-^L**/L/r^(ivLy^y. (^((3-^ 

Everybody must live. 

Everything passes, everything breaks, 
and everything wearies. 

A hungry horse maketh a clean 

manger. 

,^I^j/l:jU(3 /\j/^A 

Anger is a bad adviser. 

An art requires a whole man. 

Divorce is the sacrament gf adultery. 

Ask no questions and hear no lies. 

j3\Jj 

Avarice is never satisfied. 


A pig's life, short and sweet. 

Dress makes the man. 


Bad charcoal only makes smoke. 

•* 

A girl unemployed is thinking of 

mischief. 
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A fence between makes love more 

keen. 

Comparison is not proof. 

^jly‘ 

A little sheep always seems young. 

A table friend is changeable. 

A fine cage won't feed the bird. 

• 

Better alone than in bad company. 

A tender-hearted mother makes 

Every age wants its playthings. 

a scabby daughter. 

Bread and wine start a banquet. 

Anger is a bad adviser. 

i 

Every one preaches for his own saint. 

An army marches on its stomach. 

A great talker is a great liar. 

Dead lions do not roar. 
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A Tatar says to a Tatar: Call me Aga 
and 1 will call you Aga, and we shall 
both be Agas. 

^\{JC /vL**L**^x^jvL**L**k^ 

Ip! / 

The wolf told the dog: It does not 
matter that 1 run and you follow me, 

what matters is that when 1 turn 

around you will be next to me. 

^ ^ f Xii Jyt 

A dog was asked: Why do you bark? 

- To scare the wolves. - Why do you 
wag your tail? -What do you think, 

am 1 not afraid of wolves? 

When they came to milk the cow she 
said "1 am an ox", and when they 

came to harness her she said "1 am 

a cow". 

iS- "\4 

L, wVi xJ M ,) cfc 

The fox which was caught in a snare 
called: If I shall not get the whole 
chicken, 1 will not be satisfied with 

the drumstick. 

lj)*J si 

Men prefer the wife of another but 

love their own sons more. 

The mother said "1 will die", the wife 

said "1 will marry", and in the 

meantime the house is full of dirt. 

A mother will understand what her 

dumb son says. 

(jl- 

Whatever the wind brings he takes 
away with him. 
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, ^ b*(^ 1/B j ^ (3 DI ^ 

i . ^ i ^ -t 

In a place without dogs they teach 
the cats to bark. 

A golden plate is worth nothing to me 
when my blood is spilled on it. 

b*(^ 

( 

Thousands of men were murdered 
because of their beautiful wives. 

The buzzing of the flies does not turn 
them into bees. 



Beware of the front of a bull, the back 
of a horse and both sides of a blind 
man. 

(J; 

When you put your nose into the 
water your cheeks get wet as well. 

^if' ^ ul2Li)iA{}lUiiSj^J ^ 


One blind man followed the other 
and they both fell into the ditch. 





Better your own copper than another 
man's gold. 



■y~-»yJiXi6Y' 


When three people say you are 
drunk, go to sleep. 




I have a lot to say, said the fish, but 
my mouth is full of water. 

The lucky fellow loses his wife, the 
unlucky fellow loses his horse. 
ijf'ijlAi ij}^ ijiJi if / 

He who is in a hurry always arrives 
late. 


You can conquer the whole world with 
words, but not withdrawn swords. 
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The eyeless ant asked God: Give me 
eye-lashes. 

You cackle in our place but you lay 
your eggs at someone else's place. 

-UlSj 

Give a blind man eyes and he will 
ask for eyebrows. 

ii 1 /^>*( 

Blood vessels are not cleaned with 

blood. 

The cat would eat fish, but would not 

wet her feet. 

God is the comfort of the poor. 

6^/ 

God laughs at man's proposal. 

Do not blame the sun for the darkness 

of the night. 

Mewing cats catch no mice. 

You can better drink from a small 

well with soft water than from the 

salty sea. 

(3 Ll:? 

-ui^6. 

One dirty pig pollutes others. 

/{Jiiij'y 

Only the dumb can silence the 

chatterer. 

The cat which did not reach the 

sausage said: Anyhow it is Friday. 



Catch the bird before you build a cage. 
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A foreign language is more easily 

learned in the kitchen than at school. 
.^li\fi/^^diJu‘-c^4j^f'cJl:fJ 

A woman without a man is like a 

garden without a fence. 

A good conscience is a soft pillow. 

All are not cooks who carry long 

knives. 

^{J'i Ji ij4 ^ t! 

A lawyer and a cart-wheel must be 
greased. 

^iJ^iij^J^iJ jl} i 

Ambition and fleas jump high. 

A man has two ears and one mouth; 

he hears much and speaks little. 

An ass in Germany is a professor in 

Rome. 

A penny saved is a penny got. 

An enemy that is surprised is already 

half-defeated. 

A shroud has no pockets. 

• 

An old lie is often more popular than 

a new truth. 

bl^- 

A woman has the form of an angel, 
the heart of a serpent, and the mind 

of an ass. 

-^15? 

Appearances are deceptive. 

i 
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Avarice hoards itself poor; charity 
gives itself rich. 

Every lion has to defend himself 
against flies. 

Better a lean agreement than a fat 

Everybody is the architect of his own 

lawsuit. 

fortune. 



Blaming is easy; doing better is more 

Everyone's companion is no one's 

difficult. 

friend. 


A 

Choose thy love. Love thy choice. 

Fair flowers do not remain long by 


the wayside. 

Constant dropping wears the stone. 


/), ,** ,** 1 

> V 3 ijj ijj / r 

Fire in the heart sends smoke into 

the head. 

Contentment is worth more than 

riches. 

•* 



Fools build houses, wise men buy 

them. 

Don't make a mouse of yourself, or 
else you will be eaten by cats. 


Don't throw away your old shoes 

Great speakers are usually liars. 

until you have a new pair. 

Great things are done more through 

1 —— 1 

courage than through wisdom. 


rf 
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Guard your mouth as well as you 
guard your chest. 
jcfcJ ^6^ 




If you want to be strong, conquer 
yourself. 


He who has lost his freedom has 
nothing else to lose. 




He who has not tasted bitter things, 
knows not what sweet is. 


He who is quick to borrow, is slow to 
pay. 



L“/c5 vJf (J- 


di 




He who would eat in Spain must 
bring his kitchen along. 


I wept when I was born, and every 
day shows why. 

/ ^l-/yr ij? yjij/i Ji\ ^ 


If you put out another's candle, you 
also will be in the dark. 


If you want to perform a good jump, 
sometimes you need to start by 
taking a step back. 

As the tree, so the fruit; as the 
mistress, so the maid. 


As the old cock crows so crows the 
young. 

6/(5 6 /^ 

As the field, so the crops; as the 
father, so the sons. 


As is the gardener, so is the garden. 


As he thinketh in his heart, so is he. 

^ i * '' 


April weather, woman's love, rose- 
leaves, dice, and card-luck, change 
every moment. 
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c/b*<(X y‘^(jLjifi 

i}l4 

^ ♦ 

An old broom knows the corners of 

Apes remain apes, though you cloth 

them in velvet. 

• • *( *9 ^ 

the house. 

All wooers are rich, and all captives 

poor. 

Another man's horse and your own 
spurs outrun the wind. 

i 

All the fruit is not found in just one 

field. 

Ajdi w- 

An uneducated person is like an 
unpolished mirror. 

All skill is in vain when an angel 
pees in the touchhole of your 

musket. 

d*'' djy id QiA r*^ 

An ounce of mother-wit is worth a 

pound of school-wit. 

An old man love is a winter with 

flowers. 

All men are baked in the same clay. 

All good things must come to an end. 

, ^ b1* V1)/(J ^ 1/ 

An old fox does not run twice into the 

snare. 


All are not free who mock their chains. 

An old error is always more popular 

than a new truth. 
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All are not asleep who have their 

eyes shut. 

^ « 

A woman strong in flounces is weak 

in the head. 

After dinner stand a while, or walk 
nearly half a mile. 

U.)! L ^ ^ 


A woman keeps secret only what she 

does not know. 

Affectation is a greater injury to the 
face than smallpox. 

A woman and a stove may not leave 

the house. 

Adam must have an Eve, to blame 

for his own faults. 

A woman and a glass are always in 
danger. 

Abroad one has a hundred eyes, at 

home not one. 

ro>i^6j>ryrt 

A truth that comes too early or too 
late is just like a lie. 

A young wife is an old man's post- 
horse to the grave. 

{ 

A thief who steals from a thief is not 

a thief. 

- ^ V 9 j y ^ b* ( 4 ^ ^ 

A woman, a dog, and a walnut tree, 
the more you beat them the better 
they be. 

A small gift is better than a great 
promise. 
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A sack full of fleas is easier to watch 

than a woman. 

S^W ji^-J.L-M X. 

* ^ ♦ ••V 


Love, fire, a cough, the itch, and gout 

are not to be concealed. 

A ripe pear is more likely to fall in the 
shit than onto the clean ground. 

Love your neighbor, but don't tear 
down your fence. 

A poor person isn't he who has little, 

but he who needs a lot. 

Love without return is like a question 

without an answer. 

A prophet is not without honor save 
in his own country. 

Love can turn a cottage into a golden 
palace. 

Luck sometimes visits a fool, but 

never sits down with him. 

Love can do much, money can do all. 

Look before you leap, for snakes 
among sweet flowers do creep. 

^jn^-r ^ 

Luck seeks those who flee and flees 

those who seek it. 

i i 

i i 

Locks and keys are not made for 
honest fingers. 

** *t 

rf 

Loving and singing are not to be 

forced. 
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Little folks are fond of talking about 
what great folks do. 

Little enemies and little wounds are 
not to be despised. 


Light is light, though the blind man 
see it or not. 

*♦ y i *f i 

Poor or rich, death makes us all equal. 

Piety, prudence, wit, and civility, are 
the elements of tme nobility. 

‘ijp 

Petty thieves are hanged, you take 
off your hat to the big ones. 

iS ‘Ui (S’ 

People show their character by what 
they laugh at. 


Patience is a bitter plant but it has a 
sweet fruit. 

i) 

Only when the horses have escaped 
do men repair the stable. 

-cSA/ 

Only believe in the faith of a woman 
as you would believe in miracles. 

-di^f 

One story is good till another is told. 

One should be born either a king or 
a fool. 

One must plough with the horses he 
has. 

One must either be the hammer or 
the anvil. 

L^U-y'lii^y L /'J )l 

One may see through a wall, if 
there's a hole in it. 
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One half of the world laughs at the 

other half. 

One man's story is no story; hear 

both sides. 

• 

,lj^ii/d/lii/Sijii ^1 

One half of the world does not know 

how the other half lives. 

One man may steal a horse while 
another may not look over the 
hedge. 


One hair of a woman draws more 

than a bell-rope. 

One link broken, the whole chain is 

broken. 

i * ■' » i 

One foe is too many, and a hundred 

friends are too few. 

One kisses the nurse for the sake of 

the child. 

One dog growls to see another go 

into the kitchen. 

One kisses the child for the mother's 

sake, and the mother for the child's 

sake. 

One does evil enough when one 
does nothing good. 

, ^ i^'i i c^. t3 y kr/ji ^ i^' If ((3 

One cannot keep peace longer than 
his neighbor will let him. 

One hour's sleep before midnight is 

worth two after. 

{ 

One bee is as good as a handful of 

flies. 
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One beats the bush, and another 
catches the bird. 

i * ' i 

One "take this" is better than ten 
"God help you!" 

When I eat your bread, I sing your 
song. 

♦ ♦ 

When God says "today," the devil 
says "tomorrow." 

i i * 

When God means to punish a nation. 
He deprives its rulers of wisdom. 
jA ts] ^A A' 

When blind leads the blind, both fall 
into the ditch. 

A" a til b*/^(3 ^^6 I I 

When a man is rich, he begins to 
save. 


When a man is down, everybody 
runs over him. 

i ' L *t * 

Who makes no promises, has none 
to perform. 

Who loves not women, wine, and song, 
remains a fool his whole life long. 

y ^(jy v/>r 

L 

Who loves his work and knows to 
spare, may live and flourish 
anywhere. 

Who lets another sit on his shoulder, 
will soon have him on his head. 

Who is over nice, loses many a slice. 

Who is not ashamed of his sins, sins 
double. 

,^L**/9l/ 
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Who herds with wolves, must howl 
with wolves. 

Who has never tasted what is bitter 
does not know what is sweet. 

Who has a head won't want for a hat. 



Who digs a pit for others will fall in 
themselves. 

i i ' 

Who deceives me once, shame on 
him; if he deceives me twice, shame 
on me. 

* * ^ ^ ♦ ♦♦ 

i) 34.>( y jV J 

Who bathes his hands in blood will 

have to wash them with tears. 

^ • 



Who avoids small sins, does not fall 
into great ones. 



Who are ready to believe, are easy to 
deceive. 

, ^ L“i/JV ( 31 /h^ bf vv 

Wherever there is mischief, there is 
sure to be a priest and a woman in it. 

i 

Wherever there is a pretty spot, the 
devil plants a monastery or a lord. 

L 9 b t /(/y, J L^y: 

Wherever the ram goes the sheep 
will follow. 

Where an ass is crowned to fame, both 
town and country bear the shame. 

ij[^. 

Where you are not -- there is 
happiness. 

Where water has been, water will 
come again. 

,^£^f9v b(3 Ui/(3 b j 
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Where there's no love, all faults are 

seen. 

l:? U* (J t irfc/li’J L^y: 


Where might is right, right is not might. 

li’S J li’J 

Where there's money, there is the 

devil; but where there's none, a 
greater evil. 

Where gold chinks, arguments are of 

no avail. 

Where there are too many workmen, 

there is little work. 

Where God gives hard bread He also 
gives sharp teeth. 

Where there are no swamps there 
are no frogs. 

Where God builds a church, the devil 

builds a chapel. 

, ^ L“ tr (J (i!^ J L“ 

Where the lion's skin falls short, 

borrow of the fox. 

Where God bestows an office, he 

provides brains to fill it. 

Where the hedge is lowest, the devil 
leaps over. 

Where everyone goes, the grass 

never grows. 

Where the devil can't go himself, he 

sends an old woman. 

if if 

Where all adulterers to wear grey 
coats, the cloth would be dear. 

Where might is the master, justice is 

the servant. 

When the word is out, it belongs to 

another. 
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When the tale of bricks is doubled, 
and then comes Moses. 

if ijijAlk^ 

The weeping bride makes a laughing 
wife. 

The work praises the workman. 

There are more hands than heads. 

There is always room at the top. 

There's no rest for the wicked. 

They play till they quarrel. 

Thirteen nuns, fourteen children! 

l^ijsyt 

Thoughts are toll-free, but not hell- 
free. 



Thrift is great revenue. 

Time and place make the thief. 

Time betrays and hangs the thief. 

Time is anger's medicine. 

i 

Time brings roses. 

i 

Time covers and discovers everything. 

Time is the best counselor. 

Time is the best preacher.^ 

Time is the herald of truth. 

Timid dogs bark most. 
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Tis easier to hurt than heal. 

• 


Trick against trick. 

Tis hard to swim against the stream. 

i 

True man's house stands the longest. 

To advise is easier than to help. 

i 

Trust, but not too much. 

To advise is not to compel. 

Truth creeps not into corners. 

h 

To claim is not to prove. 

Truth finds no asylum. 

Today for money, tomorrow for nothing. 

Truth is the daughter of time. 

i 

Too clever is stupid. 


Truth makes the tongue smart. 

- ^ b* (f/cJ ij- ^ 

Too much bed makes a dull head. 

Truth should not always be revealed. 

,4U/ctfy7ll.->^-S 

Too much humility is pride. 


Truth will out. 

Too much luck is bad luck. 

^^0 Mlj if 

^ • •* 


Truth's best ornament is nakedness. 

Too much wisdom is folly. 
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Two dogs over one bone seldom 

agree. 

Weeds want no sowing. 

What comes seldom, comes shariD. 

Two eyes, two ears, only one mouth. 

What greater crime than loss of time? 

Two is an army against one. 

What is too high, that let fly. 

i ** 

Victory is not gained by idleness. 

What man has made, man can destroy. 

, ^ L^/s U* L bjir U* ( 

Virtue flourishes in misfortune. ^ 

What the eyes see, the heart believes. 

i * L 

Virtue never dies. 

What the lion cannot, the fox can. 

f[S f^ 

Virtue subdues power. 

What you do, do quickly. 

i *s 

Watching women is labor in vain. 

When an old man marries, death 

We cannot all be Pope of Rome. 

laughs. 

- y 1/Uiy 

Weeds never die. 

When fortune knocks, open th^e door. 


rf 








Page 300 of 310 


Judges should have two ears, both 

alike. 



Love sees roses without thorns. 

Justice has a waxen nose. 


Love talks, even with closed lips. 

Kindness breaks no bones. 


Love, thieves, and fear, make ghosts. 

Kindnesses, like grain, increase by 
sowing. 

Love's anger is fuel to love. 

Lawyers are bad Christians. 

Maidens say no, and mean yes. 

Lazybones take all day to get started. 

Maids say nay, and take. 

Liberty is God's gift, liberties the 

devil's. 

Daughter-in-law hates mother-in-law. 

i '' 


Love begins at home. 


Love grows with obstacles. 

%siLoh<i 

i 


Love knows hidden paths. 
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A woman is a flower in a garden; her 
husband is the fence around it. 


hi 


Jf. 


If God breaks your leg, He will teach 
you how to limp. 


•* t i 



A woman is like a rat: even if it grows 
up in your house, it steals from you. 

ijlij^ ^/i 

Look to the past to help us move 
forward in the future. 


The goat says: "Where there is 

blood, there is plenty of food." 

til: ij[i Jlf. (j/ 



What people get by hard work they 
don't get for their neighbors. 


The strength of the palm tree is in its 
branches. 

A child does not laugh at the 
ugliness of his mother. 


He who seems to be for you may be 
working against you. 


If youthful pride were wealth, then 
every man would have had it in his 
lifetime. 

The blacksmith in one village 
becomes a blacksmith's apprentice 
in another. 
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The witch is going! The witch is 
going! but if you are not a witch you 
don't turn around to look. 

A healthy person who begs for food 
is an insult to a generous farmer. 

(5c)i/ tT 

•• 

- 4 -< 3 / 4 ' 

However high you lift the kid goat, 
you place it gently on the ground. 

4 U (/iL (j / (/1;!^ J 

^ •♦V ** 

One strong man does not catch 
another strong man. 

The left hand washes the right and 
the right washes the left. 

When the bag tears, the shoulders 
get a rest. 

^JL Z-'/j'bf D4 ^ ^ 

If two proverbs are not similar, one is 
not used to explain the other. 


People working on the slope of a 
mountain do not look at the buttocks 
of one another. 

The prickly branches of the palm tree 
do not show preference even to 
friends. 

i/' ^ I ?ij 22 (JL2 

When the palm nuts ripen, you carry 
half and I carry half. 

Even though the sound of the horn is 
not pleasant, it is still blown by a 
man's mouth. 

If two selfish young men sit next to a 
pot of water, the water spills out on 
the ground. 

]Jt'iddd[ l 6if 
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Since the beggar would come any 
way, it's best to invite him first. 

WlLif- i/ 

Js'fiiSj' ji'/f. 

You make a new arrow by comparing 

it to an old one. 

♦ 

The responsibility of power is like 
holding an egg. Grasp it too tightly 
and it will drip through your fingers; 
hold it too loosely and it will drop and 

break. 

He who falls victim to his enemies 

can expect no mercy. 

j ^(/(i ^ V y ^ 

If you go too near your relatives, they 
will not respect you. 

When women increase in wealth, 

they are silent. But when they fall 
into trouble, the whole world gets to 

know. 

{ 

The army of the palm tree is its 

branches. 

1 will get it because 1 can, one says 

with a reason. 

.1/ 

If you come near the river, you will 
hear the crab cough. 

X(jf u^f 

\Lj: 

It is not wrong to go back for that 
which you have forgotten. 

The soul of a rich man has no taboos. 


The goat says: "Nobody willingly 

walks to his own death." 

A calf that is sucking does not bellow. 
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Only when you have crossed the 
river, can you say the crocodile has a 
lump on his snout. 

There is no distinction among the 
common baskets made of palm 

branches. 

0/6^0- 

If you take your tongue to the 
pawnshop, you can't redeem it later. 

» 

Rain beats on a leopard's skin, but it 
does not wash out the spots. 

Even though the old man is strong 
and hearty, he will not live forever. 
iJj sJ^ j 

{ 

It is no shame at all to work for money. 

^llS 6^ 

When you follow in the path of your 
father, you learn to walk like him. 

6±ii?LrUlui^4r^Lf.C^iJ ^ 

He who is guilty has much to say. 

/.si 

i ^ 

Wisdom is not like money to be tied 

up and hidden. 

The surface of the water is beautiful, 

but it is no good to sleep on. 

(5(3t 

The white man lives in the castle; 

when he dies, he lies in the ground. 

Only the fool points at his origins 

with his left hand. 

, ^ b.^ ^ L l^'vi? t* l:? 1 A: L:jy^ 

If you find no fish, you have to eat 

bread. 

rf 
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When a king has good counselors, 
his reign is peaceful. 

The family is like the forest: if you are 
outside, it is dense; if you are inside, 
you see that each tree has its own 
position. 

ji/tSA 

i * ' V ♦ 

Misfortune does not restrict his visits 
to one day. 

If a woman gets rich she changes 
into a man. 

A woman is like a blanket: If you 
cover yourself with it, it bothers you; 
if you throw it aside you will feel the 
cold. 

A y 

What is bad luck for one man is good 
luck for another. 


-^dP’ Lfl 

It is the wife who knows her husband. 

Hunger is felt by slave and king alike. 

A iJ\A^ 

When a man's coat is threadbare, it 
is easy to pick a hole in it. 
,^L“.y7C^l/fb/^(vyL/^C^fy 

Two small antelopes can beat a big 
one. 

The chicken also knows when it's 
morning, but still watches the mouth 
of the cock. 

A ^A iL^j yii 

i 

It is the fool whose own tomatoes are 
sold to him. 

-ci 2^ l:? 1 i!:-V 

You cannot kill an elephant with 
bullets of wax. 
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A knife does not know who is its 
master. 


Though the lion and the antelope 
happen to live in the same forest, the 
antelope still has time to grow up. 



It is the calm and silent water that 
drowns a man. 

i i ^ 

By going and coming, a bird weaves 
its nest. 

ji\LX 

When a woman is hungry, she says, 
"Roast something for the children 
that they may eat." 

* i . i * 

The moon moves slowly, but it gets 
across the town. 

jyf ^ 7 A\e 

i ^ i *S 

Nature gave us two cheeks instead 
of one to make it easier to eat hot 
food. 


(f- dl (jt» 6 oji 

yc)Urtl//Jl/ 

If the hunter comes back with 
mushrooms, don't ask him how his 
hunt was. 

^ ij'i? Oyz/’ 

-H/ 


When a man is wealthy he may wear 
an old cloth. 



If power can be bought then sell your 
mother to get it. 

If you find no fish, you have to eat 
bread. 

i ^ ^ 

Don't expect to be offered a chair 
when you visit a place where the 
chief himself sits on the floor. 

When you are rich, you are resented; 
when you are poor, you are despised. 
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y ‘iji y^\ ^\ 

Death has the key to open the 

miser's chest. 

The ruin of a nation begins in the 

homes of its people. 

tjid*" 0^/ 0 fJ Jd ijil^ iS 

When the cock is drunk, he forgets 

about the hawk. 

One should never rub bottoms with a 

porcupine. 

The poor man and the rich man do 
not play together. 

If you are in hiding, don't light a fire. 

-(jf 

V *( 

No one tests the depth of the river 

with both feet. 

Do not call the forest that shelters 

you a jungle. 

i * *t 

By the time the fool has learned the 
game, the players have dispersed. 

When you are at home, your troubles 
can never defeat you. 

^ Jyi^yd ^ 

** ** *'d/u ** * • 

,ijd iL^)d^^ 

There is no medicine against old age. 

h *S 

One camel does not make fun of 

another camel's hump. 

A crab does not beget a bird. 

There is no medicine to cure hatred. 

If we knew where death resided, we 

would never stay there. 


A cracked bell can never sound well. 

rf 
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You can always buy her back later. 

A slave does not choose his master. 

,t-/ctf>^i?iri?rYit^ 


You cannot hide behind your finger. 


Money is sharper than a sword. 


Nobody is shamed twice. 

One falsehood spoils a thousand 
truths. 


Fire and gunpowder are not bedfellows. 


Hate has no medicine. 
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